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“The china coffee pot that holds mom’s ashes also 

has a story. Mom decided years ago that when she 

died, she wanted to be cremated. When Rita MacNeil 

passed away and had her ashes buried in a china 

teapot mom had an idea. She told her oldest daughter, 

Pat, that she wished to have her ashes placed in the 

antique china coffee pot that once belonged to her 

mother. We honoured her wishes by doing so. 

“Mom, although you are no longer here with us in 

person, please know that you will always continue to 

hold a special place in our minds, through the many 

shared memories each of us have of you, as well as 

the memories which are special to us individually. 

You will always hold a special place in our hearts for 

the love that we have for you for the many things that 

you did for us over the years and that we were so 

blessed to have you as our mother. We were so 

fortunate that you were with us for so many years. 

We will continue to feel your presence with us as the 

years unfold and know that you are with us in spirit. 

Someday we will get to see you and be reunited with 

you and those who have passed before us, when our 

time on earth is done. 

 

Port Hood Then and Now – Part 2A 
 

We are grateful to Chestico Museum & Historical Society member Gordon Smith for sharing a series of articles 

on Port Hood and Port Hood Island postcards. The original postcards are all pre 1942. Gordon has Port Hood 

Island roots. He is a grandson of Katherine (MacKinnon) & Robert Marshall Smith.  

This article is the second in a series showing the picture postcards of Port Hood and area matched with modern 

images taken in the summer of 2021.  If you want to see other articles in the series and the modern images in 

colour, go to bit.ly/PHPcards.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View 1: A Country Lane near Port Hood N.S. 

SMITHGO
Rectangle



Chestico Museum & Historical Society Newsletter – Fall 2022 - Page 12 
 

 

  

This aerial view of Port Hood shows the locations from where the photographs were taken. The photos from the inset 

portion of the map will be covered in our next issue.  

 

To be continued in the next issue. 

We Remember  
Sympathy is extended to the families of Chestico Museum & Historical Society members Flora Anne 

(MacDonald) McLaughlin of Medford, MA and Burton MacDonald of Bedford who passed away since our last 

newsletter. 

View 2: Scene at Little River, Port Hood, Cape Breton, Canada 



Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medal Presentation  
From left: Susan Mallette – President of the Chestico Museum & Historical Society, Joanne Watts, Maggie 

MacIntyre – Executive Director of the Association of Nova Scotia Museums 
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The Chestico News is published by the Chestico Historical Society three times a year – Spring/Summer, Fall and 

Winter. Enquiries and submissions may be sent to: John Gillies, Editor, Chestico Museum & Historical Society, PO 

Box 37, Port Hood, Nova Scotia, B0E 2W0, or email the museum at chesticomuseum@ns.aliantzinc.ca  
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