Stamps ... Who Needs Them?

Collecting the Non-Stamped Postal History of Botswana




Why do | collect this stuff

| currently live in Nova Scotia Canada.

| lived in Botswana from 1994 to 2002, where | ran and eventually
owned a landscape architecture, environmental consulting, and land
use planning company.

My interest in stamp collecting re-ignited in Botswana by receipt of
nicely stamped mail from Canada.

| joined local club and started collecting Botswana stamps.

| quickly developed good collection of stamps and started looking for
other topics.




My Collecting Interests — Meter Marks
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Meters - Typology
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I\/Iy Collectmg Interests — Official Frees
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My Collecting Interests —
Government Printed Envelopes




OBGS Covers — Typology Sample
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My Collecting Interests — Permit Mail
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My Collecting Interests — Registration Labels
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Registration Labels — Samples
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Cataloging

| currently have over 3,000 covers of nonstamped postal history from Botswana.

Even in the early days, | was having trouble keeping track of what | owned and was often buying
duplicates, so | needed some system to record what | had.

So | started fooling around with Excel, but it wasn’t very powerful in allowing me to sort
information in different ways depending on questions | had.

| then looked at FileMaker Pro in the early 2000’s, an Apple product, but technical support and
updates were dwindling.

When | moved back to Canada, | moved from an Apple world to a PC world and MS Access
became available to me.
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Conundrum — One Cover, Multiple Marks

One cover may have a
number of different
aspects in which | am =
interested. 13301

| had to figure out away
to store and retrieve
these covers so | could
find them easily when |
went looking for them.




Accession Numbering

| set priority based on previous table; priority is arbitrary, based on the evolution of my interest.

| then assign a prefix based on the “primary” cover type.

| am still trying to determine how to deal with covers only seen not acquired— | will probably put
scan in digital filing system and print of scan in physical system.

BMM-096R-0912223a

Meters Licence number, prefix and date; same dates, add sequential letters BMM-065268P-050109
Official Frees BOFM Sequential acquisition number BOFMO0056
E:\)’;;"p’gf"t FIEE OBGS Sequential acquisition number OBGS0668

Registration Labels RL 4 |etter abbreviation of name and sequential acquisition number RL-HIBR-001

Permit Mail PM Permit number and sequential acquisition number PM-10012 (30)



Writing

Botswana Permit Mail
by Gordon Smith
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Botswana Meter marks: An introduction

 Gordon Smith, ica,
the Postal History Society of Canads, and the Nova Scotia Stamp Club,
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1999, a sinilar contacting exercise was undertaken.
At that time, licences not being used were designated for

re-assigament. This_resulted in 75 old licence numbers
becoming avalsle o s Howeve s fom fos
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Including the re-isued number, a otal of 327 licences had

been granted by August 2002.

Meter Machines Used

The Post Office did not charge fo the use of a meter licence

or did it sell meter machines. It oly re-st the machine on
request by the licence older. This may have changed since

this information was determined in the early 20005, S0,

least thefirst 30 yearsof postal meter use in Botswana, icence
olders had to obtain their machines from a private source.

The SA Philaels, June 2022

Bechuanaland and Botswana

Registration Labels
An Updated Typology and Listing

Gordon Smith
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2020

Figute 4. DeBeers Botswana Mining Company, Orapa. Licence R93

In 1972, De Beers geologists discovered the Jwaneng kim-
berlite pipe, and the Jwaneng mine was opened in 1982 (Fig-
ure 5). Jwaneng has since become the world's richest diamond  Figure 6. A member of Botswana’s Cabine
mine by value, producing an average of 11 million carats per
year.

DEBSWANA (7.
JWANENG

Figure 5. Debswana Diamond Company (Pty) Ltd., Jwaneng, Licence RS1
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Page 47 Forerunners #103 (Vol. XXXV, No. 2,

May-August 2022)

Awarded

to

Gordon Smith
for

Pe Industrial D¢ of Botswana as
Illustrated Through Meter Marks: Large Companies”
2022

N

(e

Peter Thy, Editor Tim Bartshe, Chair Awards Comittee

Philatelic Society for Greater Southern Africa

Tl

N
S
i

A=

2t




Contact

Gordon Smith
Email: gs@postalhistory.ca

Website: postalhistory.ca
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