
Meter Marks of Botswana
The Development of a Typology and Cataloguing

Presentation to Meter Stamp Society, Club Meeting, February 2023, Gordon Smith, Nova Scotia, Canada



Why do I collect this stuff
I currently live in Nova Scotia Canada.

I lived in Botswana from 1994 to 2002, where I ran and eventually 
owned a landscape architecture, environmental consulting, and land 
use planning company.

My interest in stamp collecting re-ignited in Botswana by receipt of 
nicely stamped mail from Canada.

I joined local club and started collecting Botswana stamps.

I quickly developed good collection of stamps and started looking for 
other topics.



Meter Mark Postal History
While other countries in the region, such as South Africa and the Rhodesias were issuing meter 
licences as early as the 1920's, Botswana remained largely undeveloped until the 1970's, thus 
influencing the lack of demand for meter licences. 

The first meter franking in Botswana that I am aware of is dated 13 November 1970, although a 
drawing of a frank die from Universal Postal Frankers Ltd. in London UK in 1957 indicates that 
their use was under consideration earlier.  

From 1970 until 1999, a total of 232 licence numbers were issued.  In 1999, the Botswana Post 
Office began retiring and re-issuing unused licence numbers.  By August 2002, 95 licence 
numbers had been re-issued, bringing the total number of licences issued to 327.  



Meter Mark Postal History
Up to circa 2003, all meter machines in the country were mechanically reloaded (i.e. the machines or 
portions thereof need to be taken to the post office for resetting).  Around 2003, Botswana Post 
required all meter machine users to switch to digital machines that could be reloaded by means of a 
modem.  

This necessitated the replacement of all meter machines in the country and a new numbering system 
was introduced. 

New licences start with the prefix BP and the licence numbers start with 060 / 061 and 065, 51187 of 
which the exhibitor is aware. 

In the 2010’s additional licence numbers starting with 511, 514, and 518 have been seen.



Meter Mark Postal History
Initially, prefixes for the licence numbers included J, R, S, and UA.  

By the early 1980’s, the prefix R appears to be the predominant prefix in use, with the following 
exceptions:

 the prefix TX appears on licence number 148 on 1981, 

 the prefix J appears on licence number 706 in 1988, and 

 the prefix G appears on licence number 148 from 1993 to 1995.



Typology



Meters – Basis of Typology
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Parts of a Meter Mark
SettingSlogan Townmark Indicium (plural = Indicia)

Datestamp Prefix
Value
Licence Number

Inscription



Typology Descriptor Components



Meters - Typology

Aspects that 
determine type

Aspects that 
determine variety
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Typology Example
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Digital Meter Marks starting in 2003

These new licences start with the prefix BP and the 
licence numbers start with 060 / 061 and 065.  In 
the 2010’s additional licence numbers starting with 
511, 514, and 518 have been seen.



Some More Meter Numbers and Types

Starts with prefix BP and the licence 
number starts with 372.

Starts with prefix BW and the 
licence number starts with 501.  
Also has a laser readable block or 
datamatrix.



Accession Numbering System



Cataloging
I currently have over 3,000 covers of non-stamped postal history from Botswana.

Even in the early days, I was having trouble keeping track of what I owned and was often buying 
duplicates, so I needed some system to record what I had.

So I started fooling around with Excel, but it wasn’t very powerful in allowing me to sort 
information in different ways depending on questions I had.

I then looked at FileMaker Pro in the early 2000’s, an Apple product, but technical support and 
updates were dwindling.

When I moved back to Canada, I moved from an Apple world to a PC world and MS Access 
became available to me.



Meters – Database



Accession Numbering

I assign a prefix based on the “primary” cover type.

I am still trying to determine how to deal with covers only seen not acquired – I will probably put 
scan in digital filing system and print of scan in physical system.

Cover Type Prefix Accession System Example

Meters BMM Licence number, prefix and date; same dates, add sequential letters BMM-096R-091222a
BMM-06526BP-050109



Lessons Learned
I built this as I went, not knowing where it was leading.  I built the meter database first and have 
since added Official Frees and Government Printed Envelopes.

I thought about each cover type separately and created a separate database for each. 

Therefore, some data like dates are  input into each database creating repetition.  

If I was starting from scratch, I would create one large database with different tables with a 
primary table based on accession numbers and some basic information like date of the cover 
associated with that.  

Then, other database tables associated with specific cover types would call that information 
from the main accession table, reducing duplication of work inputting dates and minimizing data 
entry errors.

However, I like having the prefixes that tell me the primary interest of the cover and filing by 
that.  Having to put in different accession number types in the same column could reduce  input 
quality assurance.



Some Recent Writings

Forerunners, Journal of the Philatelic Society of Greater Southern Africa The South African Philatelist



Assistance
Can I have help identifying the different machines that made the marks?

Any ideas of the meaning of the codes?



Contact

Gordon Smith

Email: gs@postalhistory.ca
Website: postalhistory.ca
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