Morse’s Tea Covers

Presentation at Postal History Society of Canada, May 2025, Gordon Smith, Nova Scotia, Canada






The Mail-Star Newspaper, Aug. 15, 1964. - The Chronicle Herald Archive
Experts said the building was architecturally and

historically unique in North America.



Postcard to JD McLean, Jerusalem Warehouse, 10 May 1872



Photo from Rogers' Photographic Advertising Alboum, 1871

NS Archives, https://archives.novascotia.ca/rogers/archives/?ID=74



Morse's Tea, Corner Card Handstamp, 3 February 1878



Letter dated January 15, 1889



Jerusalem Warehouse calling Card, 26 April 1895

Ken C. MacDonald - Halifax Collection by Treasures from the Past
accessed on 16 May 2025


https://www.flickr.com/photos/allmycollections/albums/72157674933266478/

Morse's Tea — Belt Fogo on Flap-27 December 1888

Earliest belt Logo that | have



Morse's Tea — Belt Fogo on Flap — 21 October 1896

Break in frame



Morse's Tea — Belt Fogo on Flap - 15 August 1902

Faint Printing, also latest belt logo that | have



Morse's Tea— Corner Card, Tea Box-13 July 1908

Earliest of this style — printed on heavier paper



Morse's Tea — Promissory Note with Tea Box - 11 October 1904



Morse's Tea — Corner Card, Tea Box—-11 December 1913

Latest date that | have



Nova Scotia Archives, E. A. Bollinger collection,
accession no. 1975-305 1942 no. 619



Morse's Tea — Corner Card, Building — 3 October 1914

Note misprint on chimney



Morse's Tea — Corner Card, Building - 21 January 1915

Potentially different printing in relation to position on cover and lack of misprint on smoke



Morse's Tea— Corner Card, Building—21 November 1926

Different printing: shading on foreground is different and wind has changed, but
given that the horse carts close to the curb are similar in location and style, shapes
of building and details on the facade are the same, | would say that this one is

illustration is closely based on the previous.



1927 Fire

Nova Scotia Museum, Halifax



Speciality cover for Nova Scotia Exhibition, 31 May 1928,
just after fire



Morse's Tea — Corner Card, Building, Post Fire — 3 April 1943

Earliest known date is 4 March 1930, so the building was rebuilt and a new corner card
printed relatively quickly after the fire. Latest know date is 30 April 1945.



Bill from 1937, showing building as per previous cover

Heritage Division, NS Dept. of Tourism,
Culture and Heritage, 2007

The building remains unchanged
today with one exception. In 2013,
the new owner of the building said
that they were unwilling to provide
free advertising and painted over
the Morse’s Tea advertising.



Info about heritage groups saving building in 60’s

Preservation of the building
was not a sure thing. In the
1960’s, the development of a
waterfront highway threatened
its destruction, but heritage
preservationists managed to
halt the demolition of the
building and ultimately the
completion of the highway.



Morse's Tea, Manuscript return address, 12 July 1945



Morse's Tea-Mailer Label and Meter Mark, 3 February 1958
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