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E D I T O R S ' C O M M E N T S 

Trying to catch up on the late appearance of the l a s t Runner Post thi s should 
reach you early in July. With luck, we'll surprise you and get the September 
issue out in September! 
We hope that you. find t h i s issue interesting, and we are par t i c u l a r l y pleased to 
publish Philip Cattell's interesting a r t i c l e on the AAPC (Philip won a S i l v e r 
Bronze at 'Johannesburg 100' for 'Basutoland's Postal History' which included 
AAPC), As Philip points out, Bechuanaland material emanating from this Corps i s 
very elusive and we hope that t h i s a r t i c l e w i l l stimulate members to keep their 
eyes open - forewarned i s forearmed - now when i s that next Stamp Fair! 
We are also g r a t e f u l to Otto Peetoom of Ormskirk Stamps for his a r t i c l e on the 
'Tati Excised' canceller, and not least to our Stalwart - John Inglefield-VJatson, 
for his well researched a r t i c l e s on Postal Stationery and Registration Labels. 
Several supplements are enclosed - one being indexes to Volumes I I and I I I and 
another i s a copy of Auction No.4 in which we hope you find items of interest -
please support BBS funds and bid l i b e r a l l y ! On the same topic, Howard Cook 
informs us that he i s preparing the next BBS South African Auction (SA No.2) and 
i s aiming to hold i t towards the end of the year. Howard invites members with 
material that they wish to submit (with description and reserve) to please 
contact him at: P.O. Box 118, G i l l i t t s , Natal 3603, South Africa. 
As before, th i s auction w i l l be conducted in South African Rand and a l l sales and 
purchases w i l l be payable in that currency. Prospective vendors outside South 
Afr i c a should be aware that p h i l a t e l i c imports attract a 60% duty - please 
contact Howard in the f i r s t instance before sending items. 

-257- THE RUNNER POST I s s u e 15 J u n e 1 9 8 9 



M e m b e r s ' C o m m e n t s a n d Q u e r i e s 

Taungs Station / BONC '1154' 
I l l u s t r a t e d i s a piece Roy S e t t e r f i e l d bought 
recently at a small stamp f a i r . The Cape Id i s 
tied by a clear s t r i k e of the BONC (Barred Oval 
Numeral Canceller) '1154' alongside an equally 
clear 'TAUNGS STATION/CGH' cds dated AU 8/00. 
Although no longer B r i t i s h Bechuanaland Roy asks 
i f t h i s can be regarded as a 'proving piece' for 
this hitherto un-assigned numeral? Before an
nexation the numeral '172' was assigned to t h i s 
Agency - why the change ? Were BONC's issued 
af t e r annexation (1895) or was t h i s numeral in 
use prior to that date ? 

Information Wanted on Local Government Tax 
Revenues and War Fund Labels 
Our member, Vic Visser of P 0 Box 1119, Rustenburg, 
0300, South Africa, asks i f anyone has any 
information on the Bechuanaland Protectorate Local 
Government Tax stamps, (t h i s same design was l a t e r 
inscribed 'Botswana'), p a r t i c u l a r l y with regard to 
printer, quantities and issue date(s). Vic would 
also appreciate hearing from anyone who could 
supply similar information on the War Fund labels. 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON 

'Double' Inter-provlncial Card / Late Use Bechuanaland Cancellation 
I l l u s t r a t e d above i s an Orange River Colony i4d postcard with an additional 
Transvaal lid stamp used inter-provincially in the Cape Province (then Union of 
SA). The cancellation 'SETLAGOLI/-/MR 24/13/BECHUANALAND' shows late use of the 
old B r i t i s h Bechuanaland cancel - almost 18 years a f t e r annexation! The message, 
in German, i s from a 'Frau Ullmer' to a weapons manufacturer in Germany (private 
cachet on front) requesting a catalogue. (An Armscor forerunner!) 
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M e m b e r s ' C c m m a n t s a n d Q u e r i e s 

Military Telegraph Stamps 'Used* Vryburg 4th April 1895 - Hos^ard Cook 

In Runner Post No 6 (page 3) Dennis F i r t h raised some questions regarding 
Military Telegraph stamps cancelled by Vryburg datestamps in 1895. John 
Inglefield-Watson's prompt reply was published in Runner Post No. 7 (pages 103-
104) and I now have the following comments to add, which hopefully w i l l not add 
to any confusion! 

In his a r t i c l e in the September 1937 issue of the South African P h i l a t e l i s t (page 
138), Major Harrington stated "As a matter of fact, a piece i s known with a 
v e r t i c a l pair of 6d, a block of four I s . , and a pair of lid green overprint 
'British Bechuanaland' of 1889 [SG 301, the whole postmarked at Vryburg on the 
4th A p r i l 1895." I was fortunate enough to purchase th i s item a few years ago 
from an eminent B r i t i s h dealer and i t i s ironic that I was offered i t because 
SG 30 had been on my out-dated 'wants' l i s t ! 

Nevertheless, i t can be seen from the photocopy that the Vryburg squared c i r c l e 
datestamp (Type 4 B 4 with Code C) was used to cancel the eight stamps. The 
piece has nothing, only a few hinge remainders, on the reverse and the plain 
paper i s f a i r l y 'thick' - not what I would expect a telegraph form to be like. In 
this instance the evidence would tend to dismiss the second hypothesis (namely 
telegram payment) put forward by John Inglef ield-Watson and favour his f i r s t 
hypothesis (namely datestamp misuse). Another p o s s i b i l i t y i s that the datestamp 
u t i l i z e d could have been forged. 

I f e e l that the datestamp (with Code C) provides a clue for further investigation 
- would those members who have an example of the Vryburg squared c i r c l e Code C 
datestamp please l e t me know, noting the date and what stamp/item i t i s cancel
ling. Furthermore, can anyone explain why postage stamps were 'used' together 
with Military Telegraph stamps ? 

The l a s t question asked by Dennis F i r t h (RP 6) has therefore been answered and 
the piece i s intact. I should however note that the item sold on Sotheby's (SA) 
24,/6,''86 auction was a copy of the 6d value and not 1/- as stated in RP 6. I 
purchased the item and although a single copy, i t has a clear datestamp impres
sion - the same date and code as that used on the large piece. Strange ??!! 

The reason for the postal (?) use of these stamps 10 years after the Warren 
Expedition may always remain a mystery but further comments and the dates of 
use of the sp e c i f i c Vryburg datestamp w i l l be welcomed. 
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1960 and 1961 Bisects 
Further to John Inglefleld-Watson's a r t i c l e on the 1960 and 1961 bisects which 
appeared in Runner Post No.6, page 18, we can now report the discovery of another 
example on cover, I t i s the 2d (SG 145) bisected diagonally and used locally at 
Ghanzi on 21st December 1960, Not only i s th i s bisect used on the same date to 
the same P 0 Box as that recorded on the cover i l l u s t r a t e d i n RP 6, i t appears 
that i t may well be the other half of the same stamp! 

^^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

® A 

^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ B 

m • I 
Bechuanaland Protectorate TB Labels 
Howard Cook reports the existence of a complete sheet of Bechuanaland Protect
orate 'Fight TB' (Tuberculosis) labels. They are printed on gummed, perforated 
paper in black and yellow on a red background (hence the poor reproduction) and 
are inscribed 'LWANTSHA T B / FIGHT T B', with the 'BAtPT' logo at top (Bechuana
land Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis ?) and the t e r r i t o r y name at 
base. The year of issue i s not known but they were probably contemporary with 
similar South African labels of the mid-1950's and 1960's, They carry no value 
and were presumably intended to be affi x e d on mail to publicise the campaign, 
though I haven't seen any so used. Does anyone have any information on this or 
other types or can they confirm the date of use ? 
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F R A N C I S T O W N - T H E ' T A T I E X C I S E D ' C A N C E L L E R 

by Otto J Peetoom 

According to Holmes and other sources the Post Office at Francistown was opened 
during July 1897. The Railway line having been completed, i t bypassed the 
settlement of Ta t i , thus mail a c t i v i t y moved from T a t i to Francistown and the 
Postal Agency at T a t i was closed. 

As no 'Francistown' canceller was immediately available, the 'Tati Matabeleland' 
canceller which had been in use at T a t i was brought to Francistown and the name 
'Tati' was excised and put into use at Francistown as a 'Dumb' canceller. The 
'Dumb' cancel on a stamp may be recognised by the two dots, with a distance of 
16mm between them,and the position of the second 'L' in Matabeleland, the foot of 
which runs into the 'A' in 'Land'. 

The e a r l i e s t recorded date for the well known single c i r c l e 'Francestown S.Africa' 
i s 6th September, 1897 (s t r i k e on BSAC Large Arms 2d SG 30, in my possession). 

I l l u s t r a t e d on the facing page i s the f i r s t recorded proving cover. I t i s a BSAC 
md Mashonaland Postal Stationery card (H&G 6) with two additional BSAC M Large 
Arms adhesives SG 41, so making up a 2M post card rate to Europe, clearly 
cancelled by no less than four s t r i k e s of the T a t i excised dumb cancel 'SP 3/7' 
(being 1897). Also noteworthy i s the combination of a 'Mashonaland' card being 
used in 'Disputed Territory' with a Matabeleland cancel! 

Addressed to Germany with a Charlottenburg 28 (Sept?) 97 (month unclear) a r r i v a l 
cancel, the reverse side i s written in German at Francistown dated 3rd September 
1897. Roughly translated i t says the writer i s in the best of health, leaving on 
the 11 o'clock t r a i n on Friday, His homeward journey i s to be via Kiraberley and 
Cape Town. After a few days stay in Cape Town he w i l l leave on the 15th on the 
Hawarden Castle. His things w i l l be sent a f t e r him. 

By logical deduction the mail route for the card was as follows: The card went 
by r a i l , probably leaving Francistown on Sept. 3rd, reaching Cape Town in time for 
the s a i l i n g of the Union Line's 'Norman' which departed Cape Town on Tuesday 8th 
September, cal l i n g at Madeira on the 21st and ar r i v i n g at Plymouth on 25th 
September. UK/Europe mails were fast and e f f i c i e n t , making Charlottenburg by 
28th September quite possible. 

The sender wrote his card on Thursday 3rd September, l e f t Francistown on Friday 
the 4th and af t e r a few days stay in Cape Town took the following week's s a i l i n g 
on Tuesday 15th September on board the Donald Currle Liner, 'Hawarden Castle', 
calling at Madeira on 28th September, and at ar r i v i n g Plymouth on 2nd October. 

LATE DATES 
The dumb cancel i s recorded with dates a f t e r September 1897. On a stamp dated 
5th October 1897, and on cover to Pietermaritzburg (with Bulawayo t r a n s i t ) dated 
4 A p r i l 1898. I t suggests an overlapping use with the Francestown S, Africa 
cancel. A most interesting theory/speculation has been put forward that t h i s 
same dumb cancel may have been given to another agency, af t e r i t s use at 
Francistown was no longer required. I t i s to be hoped that another proving cover 
w i l l one day be found to prove or disprove t h i s speculation. 

My thanks to Alan MacGregor for h i s assistance. Ref Sources: The Postage Stamps, 
Postal Stationery and Postmarks of The Bechuanalands / H R Holmes; B r i t i s h 
Maritime Postal History Vol.3 / P.Cattell; Postmarks of the COGH / R. Goldblatt; 
Postmarks of S. Rhodesia/Knight & Mitchell. The Runner Post, Issues 4, 7 & 10. 
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P O S T A L S T A T I O N E R Y N E W S A N D V I E W S - 3 

by John Ingle f i e Id-Wat son 

Another new discovery seems s u f f i c i e n t reason for a further instalment of this 
occasional series, the previous part of which was published in Runner Post No. 11 
(June 88). 

BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE 

1. Registered Envelopes. A hitherto unrecorded type of the KGVI 4d carmine-
rose registered envelope has been found. As i l l u s t r a t e d , the printer's 
imprint under the flap i s in the same s e r i f fed typeface as Holmes Type I 
(Higgins & Gage Type 4) but reads 'THOMAS DE LA RUE & CO. LTD PATENT,' 
with 'THOMAS' in f u l l instead of 'THOS.' and no stop a f t e r 'LTD'. The size G 
example seen was used on 16 May 1945. Holmes (page 157) states that the 
f i r s t despatch of envelopes with his Type I I imprint was on 13 July 1945, 
The newly discovered imprint therefore presumably comes from at least one 
of the fi v e consignments ascribed by Holmes to Type I , I t would seem 
logical to designate i t for future reference as Type lA. Please report any 
examples with e a r l i e r dates of use. 

BOTSWANA 

2. Aerogrammes. The current design, with s t y l i z e d trees and aeroplane in the 
imprinted stamp, f i r s t appeared in 1977. So far, s i x different denomin
ations and a further two colour changes have been issued. The lates t of 
these, probably released in 1988, are: 

20t in new colours - deep blue trees and yellow-brown aeroplane 
(previously vice-versa) on much paler blue paper than before. 
35t new denomination - same colours and paper as the 20t above. 

The lot has also appeared, probably contemporarily, in the same colours 
(deep blue and yellow-brown) and on the same much paler blue paper as the 
two denominations above. This i s a significant change in the shades of 
printing and paper from the second colours of the lOt that f i r s t appeared 
circa 1984/85 and were the reverse of the original 1st colours of 1977, 

These issues have recently been followed by a reversion to the e a r l i e r much 
bluer paper: 

20t in the ori g i n a l colours (yellow-brown trees and ultramarine plane) 
but s l i g h t l y different i n shade from the 1st printing of 1982. This 
has not yet been confirmed as a new printing but the reversion to the 
original colours seems logical in order to eliminate the potential 
confusion that existed between the two current denominations on the 
paler paper which were identical in a l l respects except the printed 
value. 
35t new printing with the trees and blue lettering, etc, in u l t r a 
marine instead of deep blue. The plane remains in yellow-brown. 

Among the e a r l i e r issues several shades of printing and a few of paper can 
be found. There are also two very dis t i n c t forms of printing, most 
noticeable in the coat of arms and lettering, found so far as follows: 
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a. Coarse and 'fuzzy' - 5t, 7t, lOt (1st colours - yellow-brown trees 
and blue plane), 15t, 
b. Sharp and well defined - 7t, lOt (2nd colours - blue and yellow-
brown), 20t (1st colours - yellow-brown and blue), 20t (2nd colours -
deep blue and yellow-brown), 351. 

I t may be possible to attribute these variations to different printers or 
printings. A detailed study has been started but i t may be some time 
before r e s u l t s become known. Anyone who feels able to contribute to thi s 
study i s asked to get in touch with me. 

Type lA 
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T H E A F R I C A N ( A U X I L I A R Y ) P I O N E E R C O R P S 

by Philip C a t t e l l 

I t i s obvious from the number of questions asked that members have a good deal 
of interest in Bechuanaland's soldiers of the 2nd World War and the manifest
ations of them which occur a l l too rare l y as postmark and postal history items. 

My personal connection with them i s tenuous indeed but ought to be mentioned 
brie f l y . 

Early in 1942 a draft of 9 Royal Army Pay Corps (RAPC) private soldiers were on 
their way to Singapore but got no further than Durban where the Tannoy called us 
to the purser's office. A W.O. from Durban Pay Office explained the situation and 
aft e r a t y p i c a l Pay Corps debate, including some coin tossing, we decided which 
two should go to Lobatsi leaving the rest of us to go to Maseru, Basutoland. 

Our job was doing the pay accounts of the AAPC of Basutoland and Swaziland at 
Maseru and the Bechuana at Lobatsi. Both off i c e s and s t a f f were moved to Durban 
by the end of Ap r i l 1942 and the records of f i c e s followed s i x months later, 

In 1941 the Imperial Government decided that there was a role for an African 
contingent in the Middle East and in June a recruiting drive was started in the 
three High Commission T e r r i t o r i e s . In order to avoid confusion r e c r u i t s were 
allotted prefix l e t t e r s to their army numbers; AS for Basutos, EC for Bechuanas 
and SW for Swazis. 

The Bechuanaland Depot was a large disused cold store <where else?) at Lobatsi 
and a large camp was built ar-ound i t by the early recruits. There was a sub
sidi a r y camp at Serowe, where up to 1000 were in training when Lobatsi over
flowed with re c r u i t s . 

The Corps was formed of companies of around three hundred African OR's command
ed by B r i t i s h Army o f f i c e r s and WO's and African WO's. Bechuanaland's companies 
were numbers 1966 to 1990 and each company was usually composed of men from 
the same tribe. After a minimum amount of training at the Depot, companies were 
sent to Egypt and given further training and r i f l e s at the main Pioneer Corps 
Depot at Qasassin. Before the end of 1941 seven companies No. 1971 to 1977 
were in Egypt. 

From then u n t i l the end of the war they saw service with the B r i t i s h Army in the 
Mediterranean area from Syria to Libya and Malta to N. It a l y . The original 
intention was to use them for purposes usually associated with the Pioneers; pick 
and shovel, guarding, moving supplies and so forth. By 1943 however manpower 
resources were becoming tight and several AAPC companies were retrained and 
regrouped to replace RA gunners in AA gun crews. These were termed 'Dilution 
Companies'. They were in most of the major operations in I t a l y and at c r u c i a l 
times used their guns with depressed barrels as f i e l d a r t i l l e r y . After the war 
in Europe ended, the men of the APC (Auxiliary was dropped in August 1944) came 
back to their demob at IFTC (Imperial Forces Transshipment Camp) Clairwood (south 
of Durban), where their Pay and Record Offices were housed by then, and were 
sent home as quickly as tr a i n s could be found for them. 

The B r i t i s h Army soon realised that there was a black hole in their resources 
and in May 1946 recr u i t i n g opened for a new force, the High Commission T e r r i t o r 
ies Corps (HCTC), Many ex-pioneers re-enlisted and the Corps helped to man our 
base in the Canal Zone for several years. 
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That i s a very brief synopsis and i f you would l i k e to read more about Mochuana 
soldiery you should get a sight of a copy of TEN THOUSAND MEN OF AFRICA by R A 
R Bent. HMSO 1952 but long out of print. 

The p h i l a t e l i c interest r e s t s in the mail to and from these soldiers and their 
units. As I hinted in the opening paragraph, such items are not easily found and 
one reason for writing t h i s piece i s to enable some of those which have survived 
to be recognised for what they are and diagnosed. 

There are four main categories:--

1) South African ACTIVE SERVICE LETTER CARDS (ASLC) and AIR MAIL LETTER CARDS 
(AMLC) with 3d Groote Schuur stamps imprinted were authorised for use in 
the Protectorates, unoverprinted, to forces up north from 12th November 
1941. Air l e t t e r forms for use in the Protectorates were not overprinted 
u n t i l October 1944. 

2) Letters from soldiers in the Mediterranean area which would mostly be 
B r i t i s h Army Air Letter forms with GB adhesives and B r i t i s h FPO datestamps. 

3) Mail from the Depots/Training Centres in the Protectorates, personal and 
o f f i c i a l . 

4) Mail to and from HCTC troops from 1946 to possibly 1955, when i t was 
f i n a l l y disbanded. 

Before going on I have to confess that although I am interested in the postal 
matters of a l l 3 t e r r i t o r i e s , Bechuanaland comes a poor third and that Basutoland 
took up most time and spare cash. Bearing that in mind, my comments on the above 
classes are; 

1) After 30 years of f a i r l y diligent looking I have one ASLC and one AMLC from 
Basutoland and not a single one from either Bechuanaland or Swaziland. As 
I am unable to i l l u s t r a t e a Bechuana item, a Basuto may be better than 
nothing - i f the Editors agree. (They do, they do - Ed's!). 

2) I have about 40 items from Basutos, one from a Bechuana and no Swazis. As 
you see from the i l l u s t r a t i o n the only clue on the front i s the note 
'written in Sechuana'. 

3) I have one envelope from the Bechuanaland Depot which i s i l l u s t r a t e d . I 
know of one other to the same addressee and several are known addressed 
Messrs Kodak Ltd. Some dealers and collectors would view these covers with 
some suspicion because there i s no date or postmark on them. The oval 
rubber stamp was in the nature of a free frank for servicemen then in 
Southern Africa. I t gave us free postage for surface mail both inland and 
overseas, I have seen a franking stamp with a blank centre similar to t h i s 
one used on mail from IFTC Clairwood. I f e e l sure that the lop-sided 
appearance of th i s stamp i s due to the word LOBATSI having been removed 
from the blank area at 3.25. I must admit that I have not seen an impress
ion with the name there and a rummage through the f i l e at the Public 
Record Office was no help at a l l . My best theory i s that i t was taken out 
because the depot at Serowe was using one of them - there would have been 
more than one made I think. 

4) Once again I have no items from Bechuanas or Swazis and very few from 
Basutos, most of which are only identifiable from the addressee and the 
l e t t e r s MELF (Middle East Land Forces) appearing somewhere. I did however, 
find one with the sender's name and address in an exchange packet, 
described as 'scarce GB postal stationery'. My word! Yes i t i s indeed 
scarce and with the Editor's consent I i l l u s t r a t e i t as the f i n a l page of my 
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Basutoland entry at 'Johannesburg 100'. I wonder i f the judges thought 
anything of that particular page? Or anybody else come to that. 

I f anyone has anything to add to th i s meagre account in the form of facts or 
material I would l i k e to hear about i t with the hope of a f u l l e r coverage at a 
late r date. 

Philip C a t t e l l , 42 Upper B r i s t o l Road, Weston-super-Mare, U.K. 

A C T I V E ^ V AKTIEWE 
S E R V I C E PAR AVtOK PIENV 

tETTERXARD ^̂ Vl"uaVc!s BRIEFKAART 
J faming is in^csed, ikis Card Jsenipkis inpesiaii wrd,sdkkr^ic 
will be fmi by miinari/ /naif iaarfptrpemneposgesluarwerd 

U^Aen folded, ffie leU-er (?ard must-
conform in si^e and shape to 
the hluc iorde'r. within which 
ihe addmss onlp mat; be wriUen^ 

IVanneergcvm. nu^et die Sricfkaarl-
die grodtte en i-->rm van die l>lou 
rand hi, tvacrln allcetUik die 
adres ^esi.yf moei- word.. 

K\R M A I L - ^ ^ ' z ' L U d P O S ^m-^^^i 
LETTER (ARD i^H'. ^ ^ ' ^ ^ . ' ^ A r ^ l j ^ ^ l 
Jfamihing is enclosed, ihis Card ^4semgieis ingesM wpidjd iftlA V 
will be sent by ordinary niaif kaarl pergemnepas gesluari^^S^^ 

IVhen folded, ike letter Cand must 
con^thrm- in si^e and shape to 
the Hue iorder, zviihin which, 
iJia address only maj/ be wriiierv 

Wanneergewu, ?noet die Sriefhaart 
die grodtie en vorm t^an die blou 
rand M, tvaarin alleenlik. die, 
adres gesAryf moei- tvoy-d.. 

m 

South African Active 
Service Letter Card, 
posted at the postal 
agency at Khabos on 
the 10th November 
1944. At this date 
1915 Company was a 
'dilution' company 
with HAA/RA batter
ies defending Haifa, 
Palestine. 

(1) 

South African Airmail 
Letter Card, posted 
at the postal agency 
of Pitseng on 1st 
September 1944. At 
that date 1943 Comp
any was in the v i c i n 
i t y of Terni/Ostia, 
I t a l y , moving ammu
nition, petrol etc up 
to forward gunsites, 
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B Y A I R M A I L 

E T T E R 
A S a 8 ' S r ^ l l l ^ ^ i IS ENCLOSED 

, U U J L Be SENT 

'^.0' &<Pc.^ il'-

(2) 

At the date thi s was 
written 1966 Company 
was road building at 
Castel del Rio, high 
in the mountains 
between Bologna and 
Florence, A few days 
e a r l i e r they had 
suffered casualties 
from German heavy 
shelling. 

Armi- form W,i07^i 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . . / S : ^ ^ ^ - ^ - ^ - . ^ ' ^ . 

I /y4. 



On A c t i v e S e r v i c e 

H 

(3) 

—\ 
-4/ 

/ 7 . £. I-i= 

m 
Subject to tlie limitations 

Oifice Guide, tlie rogistraiion fee 

for loss or diun.age of an Inlaiu] 

the entire loss of a Registered 

<4) 

sation. 
and con.litioiis r.otifiod in the Post 

of od. (oveit; coni!;.'nsation up to £5 

Registered Lettei . and up to U'l for 
Letter sent to a iilrtce abroad. 

In 1946 when the African Pioneer Corps was disbanded, i t was replaced by the 
High Commission T e r r i t o r i e s Corps which served with the B r i t i s h forces prin
cipally in the Middle East and f i n a l l y disbanded in 1955. 
This registered l e t t e r i s from B r i t i s h Field Post Offices No. 235 which, at that 
time, was at Geniefa Canal Zone, Egypt. 
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R E e i S T R A T I O N L A B E L S - A T E N T A T I V E T Y P O L O S Y 

by John I n g l e f i e l d - Watson 

The current Bechuanaland postal markings studies include handstamped registration 
marks but do not extend to printed registration labels, 
These were f i r s t introduced at a few of the larger o f f i c e s in the Protectorate in 
the 1950's. Since Independence their use has become more widespread. 

With a view to their eventual inclusion in the postal markings studies for the 
Protectorate and for Botswana, t h i s a r t i c l e sets out a tentative typology. To 
date a l l recorded types of label are from gummed, perforated coils. I f s e l f -
adhesive labels are introduced, a means of distinguishing them w i l l be added to 
the typology. 

Members are requested to send me any additions to the l i s t s of offi c e s of use of 
the recorded types and details, with photocopies, of any additional types. 

Typology. Four main features s u f f i c e to identify the types so far recorded: 

a. The 'R' 
Type A - Medium thickness (1.5 to 1,75mm v e r t i c a l stroke), s e r i f f e d , f l a t -

footed. 
B - Medium thickness (1.5mm), se r i f f e d , s l i c e d foot to v e r t i c a l stroke. 
C - Medium thickness (1.5mm), se r i f f e d , broken lower right s e r i f show

ing as dot. 
D - Medium thickness (1.75 to 2mm), se r i f f e d , hooked foot at bottom 

right, 
E - Squat and thicker (2,5mm), s e r i f f e d , flat-footed, 

b. The Office Name. A l l types are in capital l e t t e r s : 
Type 1 - 2.5mm sans- s e r i f l e t t e r s , 

2 - 2mm sans- s e r i f l e t t e r s . 
3 - 1,75mm sans- s e r i f l e t t e r s . 
4 - 2,25mm sans-serif l e t t e r s . 
5 I n i t i a l l e t t e r (s) 2.25 to 2.5mm, others 1.75 to 2mm, sans-serif. 

Note: Types 4 and 5 are described as sans- s e r i f which i s how they 
appear to the naked eye. However, under magnification the ex
tremities of some l e t t e r s may show slight widening or very small 
s e r i f s . 

c. The 'No.' preceding the individual registration s e r i a l number: 
Ser i f f e d without stop, t a l l (4.5mm) 'N'. 
Seriffed without stop, smaller (4.25mm), thicker 'N'. 
Sans-serif without stop, narrow 'N' (under 2mm overall width). 

Type A -
B -
C -
D - Sans-serif without stop, wider 'N' (2 to 2,25ram). 

Ser i f f e d with stop under 'o' of 'No,'. E -
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d. The Serial Number 
Type 1 - Up to four 4.5min sans- s e r i f digits. 

2 - Up to four 4.5mm mostly sans-serif d i g i t s C I ' & '4' known to be 
seri f f e d ) . 

3 - Up to fi v e 4.25mm san s - s e r i f digits. 
4 - Up to fi v e 5mm slim s e r i f f e d digits. 
5 - Up to five 4.25 to 4,5mm s e r i f f e d digits. 
6 - Up to fi v e 3mm s e r i f f e d digits. 

These four typology elements are combined in the above sequence to form 
individual type descriptions. A l l are prefixed 'RL' to avoid any po s s i b i l i t y of 
confusion with similar postmark type numbers. 

Additionally there are some differences in the dimensions of the printed blue 
frame, as shown in the l i s t of types below. I t should be noted that within a 
particular type these dimensions may vary s l i g h t l y (usually by up to Plus/minus 
0.5mm) between one office and another. 

Shades of blue printing of otherwise identical labels are outside the scope of 
this typology. 

Recorded Label Types. Office names printed in two lines are l i s t e d accordingly. 
The r e l a t i v e s e t t i n g ( s ) of the two lines are shown, normally by the position of 
the f i r s t l e t t e r / f i g u r e of the second line, e.g. N/T indicate that the 'T' i s under 
the 'N', In a few cases where the subsequent spacing of l e t t e r s d i f f e r s i t may 
also be necessary to show the position of the f i n a l l e t t e r of the second line, 
e,g. A/V & N/E. 

External Dimensions Recorded Recorded Overall 
Type No. of blue frame (mm) Offices of Use Settings Period of Use 

BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE 

RL AlAl 39 X 15.5 Francistown 
Mahalapye 
Serowe 

1952-58 

RL A2B2 38.5 X 15.5 Lobatsi 
Palapye 
Serowe 

1953-61 

RL A3C5 36 X 16 Lobatsi 
Mafeking 

1965-66 
( L o b a t s i a l s o a f t e r 
I n d e p e n d e n c e ) 

-271- THE RUNNER POST I s s u e 15 J u n e 1 9 8 9 



BOTSWANA 

RL A3C5 
(continued) 

36 X 16 

RL A4C5 35.5 X 15,5 

RL A5C5 36 X 16 

RL A4D4 34 X 15 

Francistown 
Gaberones 

1 
Gaberones 

2 
Molepolole 
Palapye 
Pit s a n i 

Francis
town 

Gaborone 
Gaborone 

1 
Gaborone 

3 
Gaborone 
Village 

Ghanzi 
Kanye 
Lobatsi 

2 
Lobatse 

1 
Lobatse 

2 
Mahalapye 
Maun 
Mole
polole 

Moshupa 
Ootse 
Palapye 
P i t s a n i 
Ramotswa 
Station 

Serowe 
Shoshong 
Tatitown 
Tsabong 

Gaberones 
2 

Gaberones 
Village 

Machaneng 
Mahalapye 
Mochudi 
Village 

Orapa 
Ramotswa 
Village 

Selebi 
Pikwe 

R/1 

R/2 

1966-69 
( S o m e p r o b a b l y a l s o 
p r e - I n d e p e n d e n c e ) 

R/T, RA/T 

OR/1 

OR/3 

A/V 

A/2 

AT/1, BA/1 

A/2 

0/P 

1968-83 

1st A/S 

ER/2 

AB/V & NE/E 

MO/V 
13.5mm l o n g 
1st A/V & W/E 

1968-75 

1979 

LE/P 
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RL A4D5 35 X 15 

RL A5D4 

RL A5D5 

RL B4C5 

RL C4C5 

RL C5C5 

RL D4D3 

RL D4D4 

34.5 X 15 

34.5 X 15.5 

34.5 X 15.5 

36 X 16 

36 X 16 

35 X 15.5 

35 X 16 

Francis
town 

Gaberone 
1 

Gaberone 
3 

Gaborone 
2 

Lobatse 
2 

Mochudi 
Orapa 
Selibe-

Pikwe 
Sherwood 
-Ranch 

Mahalapye 

Mahalapye 

Lobatse 
1 

Gaborone 
3 

Gaborone 
Village 

Mahalapye 

Selebi 
Phikwe 

Gaborone 
1 

Gaborone 
2 

Gaborone 
Village 

Jwaneng 
Kanye 
Lobatse 

1 
Lobatse 

2 
Maun 
Mochudi 
Palapye 
Selebi-

Pikwe 
Serowe 
Tatitown 
Tsabong 

N/T, RA/T 

R/1 

ER/3 

1st 0/2, OR/2 

A/2 

17.5mm long 
B/P 

1976-79 

E / R 

A/1 

OR/i 

A/V & N/E 

1st E/P 

OR/1 

OR/2 

A/V & N/E 

AT/1 

AT/2 

15mm long 

2nd E/P 

1979-85 
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RL D4D5 35 X 16 

RL D4E6 35.5 X 16 

RL D5D4 

RL D5D5 

RL E5E6 

35 X 16 

35 X 15.5 

36 X 16.5 

Bontleng 
Francis

town 
Gaborone 

1 
Gaborone 

2 
Gaborone 

3 
Gaborone 
Village 

Jwaneng 
Kasane 
Maun 
Orapa 
Palapye 
Selebi 

Pikwe 
Selebi 

Phikwe 

Broad-
hurst 

Gaborone 
1 

Gaborone 
3 

Hukuntsi 

Mahalapye 
Molepolole 

Ramotswa 
Village 

Gaborone 
2 

Gaborone 
3 

Hukuntsi 
Mahalapye 

1982-86 
N/T, AN/T, 

N s l i g h t l y r t of T 
OR/1 

OR/2, R/2 

OR/3, R/3 

A/V & N/E 

10.5mm long 

L/P 

LE/P 

O/H 

OR/1 

OR/3 

RA/V & SW/E 

OR/2 

OR/3 

1985-86 

1986-88 
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Label Type Illustrations 

FRANCISTOWN 

N o 4 3 8 6 

RL A l A l 

PALAPYE 

N o 3 7 4 6 

RL A2B2 

F R A N C I S T O W N 

NO 2 1 3 8 

RL A3C5 

F R A N C I S 
T O W N 

No 2 7 6 0 

RL A4C5 

M^OCHUDl 
Q V I L L A G E 

No 9 t 2 5 

RL A5c5 

R A M O T S W A 

M V I L L A G E 

Ti N O 0 0 7 5 6 

RL A4D4 

R 
GABORONE 

N0I I888 

RL A4D5 

M A H A L A P Y E 

w » 1 8 3 0 3 

RL A5D4 RL E4C5 

G A B O R O N E 
V I L L A C S E 

No 1 7 2 2 R M A H A L A P Y E 

No 2 2 6 8 

i 1 S E L EB! PHiKWE 

RL 0405 RL C5G5 RL D4D3 

R 
M A U N 

N0O2544 ! 
[ 

R MAUN 

N0I6892 
i j 

G A B O R O N E 
3 

m 0 5 7 7 1 

RL MM RL D4I15 RL I>4E6 

NiOLEPOLOLE 

{ ^ 0 5 7 6 5 

R A M O T S W A 
V I L L A G E 

No 9 9 5 

iGA^ORONE 

119 •'44525 

RL D5D4 RL D5D5 RL E5E6 
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Issue Nos, 7, 8 and 9, June - December 1987 

pp 101 - 159 

Albino Overprints 150 Taungs 143 

Auction Rules 140 Twopence 2d. on 2d. 115 

Auction Sales 123, 144 

Banks Drift 148 

Controls 114 

Crocodile Pools 153 

Curved Foot to '2' 115, 147 

De La Rue Archives 116 
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Elizabeth Price 103 
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Mafeking H.O. 213 
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REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA 

DEPARTMENT OF POSTAL SERVICES 

MAFEKING-GUBULAWAYO RUNNER POST CENTENARY 

BOTSmNi^ BOtS^AlNv 

vMonaroh Mini KStold} 

Date of issue : 22nd August 1988 
Printers : National Printers, Zimbabwe 
Process : Lithographic 
Stamp Size : 26 mm x 30 mm in two panes of 25 
Perforation : 14 

10t — 9 0 0 0 0 0 
15t — 3 0 0 0 0 0 
3 0 t - 175000 
6 0 t - 125000 
Souvenir Sheet: 30000 PI.15 each 
First Day Covers: 6000 P2.00 each 

RERUN OF THE 1888 RUNNER POST 
Background 
On August 21st, 1972 the Republic of Botswana 
commemorated by the issue of four stamps the 
inauguration of the first official postal service within 
its boundaries. The original service commenced on 
the 7th of August, 1888 and comprised a bag or 
bags of letters and newspapers carried by teams 
of runners who sped from Mafikeng (Mafeking) in 
the Northern Cape (British Bechuanaland) to Hope 
Fountain near Bulawayo (in modern Zimbabwe), 
taking 22 days to cover the 900 kilometre journey. 

Although separate stamps, when fitted end to end, 
as they appeared in the mininature sheet, they 
depicted the entire route traversed, and illustrated 
the runners, a British Bechuanaland stamp specially 
overprinted 'Protectorate', and a number of postal 
cancellations used at different places along the route. 

The issue was very limited in numbers, lasted for 
less than six weeks, and included only 5000 of the 
miniature sheets showing the entire route. 

This year, 1988, is the 100th Anniversary of the 
Inauguration of the Runner Post, as it came to be 
called. The 1972 Issue, originally designed by 

Michael Bryan, is being reissued on the 22nd August 
in honour of its 100th Anniversary, but the stamps 
and miniature sheet have been subtlely altered to 
reflect new information recently uncovered by Karl 
Seligmann, and have been draughted by Lucy 
Phalaagae. 

Earliest Postal Services 
The earliest posts, they can hardly be called a 
service, go back to the 1840s and 1850s, long before 
declaration of the Protectorate; to a time when this 
country consisted of a number of autonomous states 
linked by language, custom and royal marriages. 
Missionaries like Moffat, Livingstone and Schroeder 
held post for travellers, arranged for its transfer 
between themselves in the hands of other travellers, 
and occasionally employed runners to carry it to the 
next station. Beyond Kolobeng, large hollow trees, 
like the boabab near Gutshaa Pan, were used as 
postboxes, travellers from the south leaving post in 
them for those known to be in the area; and those 
returning south collecting mail from them and 
transporting it to the first official post office, sometimes 
more than 1 200 kilometres distant. It could take 12 



taken from a number of maps existing at tlie time, 
and show the spellings most commonly used. 

Both routes are shown. At the initiation of the service, 
the post travelled through the British Bechuanaland 
and South African Republic services from Mafikeng 
to Zeerust where it was collected (by Jensen?) and 
taken to Linokana. Thence it travelled northwards 
by runners via (Ramotswa?) and Mochudi to 
Shoshong. On 18th October, 1888 this route was 
abandoned in favour of the direct Mafikeng, Kanye, 
Molepolole, Shoshong route as depicted on the 1972 
stamps. 

The surround to the miniature sheet now carries six 
agency canceller postmarks used at the time and 
five 'killer cancellers', 677 — Kanye, 674 — 
Molepolole, 676 — Shoshong, 679 — Tati and 678 
— Gubulawayo. (Gubulawayo was spelt in two ways 
depending on the writer.) 

10 t Depicts the route north of Tati to the LMS 

Mission at Hope Fountain just outside Gubu
lawayo. The Monarch Mine, where gold was 
discovered in 1866, is included, a major cause 
of the disagreement between Khama and 
Lobengula. The offending GUBULAWAYO — 
BECHUANALAND cancellation is also shown. 

151 Depicts the route north of Shoshong to Tati 
and passing through Palachwe where Khama 
moved in 1889. It also carries an illustration 
of the Six Pence British Bechuanaland Stamp 
overprinted'Protectorate'specially for use with 
the new service. 

301 Depicts the two routes ®outh from Shoshong, 
one to Mochudi (sometimes then spelt 
'Mochodie') and the other to Molepolole. It also 
carries a contemporary drawing of the runners. 

601 Depicts the southern end of the route including 
Linokana in the South African Republic and 
the Mafeking (Mafikeng) killer postmark. 

Alec Campbell and Karl Seligmann 

Credits — Stamps and Souvenir Sheet 

Design: 1988 — Andy Andersson 

Drawn by: 1972 — Mike Bryan 

Redrawn by: 1988 — Lucy Phalaagae 

Alternate route (blue): Dr Karl Seligmann 

Old spellings used in 1888: Alec Campbell 

Special Cancellers will be available at the following places: 

Tati and Monarch Mine (Francistown), Palachwe (Lerala), Seroe (Serowe), Shoshong, 
Gaberones (Gaborone), Mochodie (Mochudi), Kanye, Molepolole and Ramucwa (Ramotswa). 

Philatelic Bureau 
P.O. Box 100 

Gaborone 
Botswana 



B E C H U A N A L A N D S A N D B O T S W A N A S O C I E T Y 

P O S T A L A U C T I O N N U M B E R 4 C U K > 

C l o s i n g D a t e A u g u s t 1 1 t h 1 

My thanks to a l l of you who responded to the plea for auction material in the March 
Runner Post, which has resulted in the following 113 lots. I'm s t i l l experimenting with 
the way the lots are l i s t e d , whether to do so by issuing t e r r i t o r y (which provides 
d i f f i c u l t i e s when items are used out of period) or by theme (but do I put used items 
under eg stamps or postmarks ?). Perhaps you could l e t me know which you find easier 
to deal with. 
Please send your bids to me at 56 Framfield Road, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 2AL, U.K. The 
auction rules were circulated with Runner Post number 8. Please remember the bidding 
steps and that no bids can be accepted below the reserve (Res) or half the estimate 
(Est). A l l bids for t h i s auction must of course be in Sterling. Tony Chilton 

Literature and Mixed Lots 
1 1988 edition of the Post Office l i s t for RSA and the neighbouring countries, 

including Botswana. 134 pages containing masses of information. As new Res £1 
2 The Shelley Catalogue of the Decimal Surcharges on the Stamps of Basutoland, Bech

uanaland and Swaziland. 1962 with l a t e r a r t i c l e s and 1966 supplement. Priced 
l i s t i n g of var i e t i e s , stationery, quantities etc. As new Res £7.50 

3 Used collection of 76 Bechuanaland stamps between SG 3 and SG 201 including 1888 
Protectorate 1/- and KGVI 10/-. Catalogued over £400 Est £50 

4 Collection of 41 different postmarks on BB or BP stamps including Bobonong, Debeeti, 
(D)evondal(e), Francestown & Francistown (2 types), Gaberones Station, Gaberones 
Village, Geluk, Gubulaw(ayo) (on BSAC), Kanye, Keimoes, Kuruman, Lobatsi, (Ma)chaneng, 
Macloutsi, (Ma)dinare, Mahalapye, Makgobis stadt, Maun, Mier, Moeng, (Mo)chudi 
Village, Moshupa, Ootsi, Palachwe Khamas Town, Palapye, Palla Road, Pilikwe, Pitsani, 
(Ram)aquabane, Raraoutsa Sta, Ramoutsa Village, Sefhare, Serowe, Sherwo(od), Shoshong, 
(T)sabong, (To)nota and Tsessebe (2 types) Res £40 

British Bechuanaland 
5 1887 M vermilion SG 9 complete unmounted mint upper pane of 120 with a l l margins. 

Est £20 
6 1887 6d SG 14 fine used block of 4 with Mafeking/Bechuanaland DE 18 92 cds, code A 

Est £20 
7 1887 6d SG 14 fine used block of 4 with Vryburg Station DE 20 91 cds. Est £25 
8 1887 6d SG 14 fine used block of 4 with Vryburg Station DE 19 91 cds. Est £25 
9 1887 6d SG 14 fine used v e r t i c a l pair with part (Vryburg) Station cds. Est £10 
10 1887 6d SG 14 fine used v e r t i c a l pair with part Vryburg (Station) cds. Est £10 
11 1887 6d SG 14 fine used horizontal pair with faint Vryburg Station cds. Est £10 
12 As lot 11 Est £10 
13 1887 6d SG 14 fine used single with Vryburg Station DE 26 91 cds. Est £6 
14 1887 6d SG 14 fine used horizontal pair with 1892 Vryburg Station cds in blue. 

Est £20 
15 1887 6d SG 14 fine used horiz. pair with part Vryburg Station cds in blue. Est £15 
16 As lot 15 Est £15 
17 1887 1/- SG 15 fine used horizontal pair with Mafeking/Bechuanaland DE 14 91 cds, 

code A Est £10 
18 1887 1/- SG 15 fine used horizontal pair with Mafeking/Bechuanaland DE 8 91 cds, 

code A Est £10 
19 1887 1/- SG 15 2 used singles with part 1892 Vryburg/Bechuanaland cds, codes A & 

B Est £8 
20 1887 1/- SG 15 fine used single with Vryburg/Bechuanaland JA 6 (no year slug) cds, 

code A Est £4 
21 1887 1/- SG 15 fine used single with Mafeking/Bechuanaland DE 18 91 cds, code A 

Est £4 
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22 1887 1/- SG 15 fine used single with Vryburg/Bechuanaland DE 22 91 cds (dot at 
base) code A Est £4 

23 As lot 22 with DE 6 91 cds Est £4 
24 As lot 22 with MR 14 92 cds Est £4 
25 As lot 22 with JA 13 92 cds Est £4 
26 Mint overprints on Cape M (u/m), Id; unappropriated dies Id, 2d (stained), 3d 

(2 shades), 6d (no gum), 1/- (2), 21- (u/m but creased), 2/6 Est £40 
27 Forged overprints on Cape, 4 values of one type and singles of 5 other types, one 

inverted. Values M to 5/- ( s i c ) , minor f a u l t s Est £35 
28 1888 6d black on 6d used, red crayon mark Est £5 
29 1887 2d and 3d (2) SG 11a, 12, 12a mint Res £18 
30 1887 1/-, 2/-, 2/6 mint Res £50 
31 1887 1/- superb mint Res £10 
32 1888 4d on 4d mint, s l i g h t l y rough looking Res £20 
33 1891 2d bi s t r e fine mint, no stop variety SG 32a Est £20 
34 1891 2d SG 34 on stained cover from Vryburg (type I l i a cancellation) to Port 

Elizabeth, Midland TPO mark on reverse Res £5 
35 Unappropriated Dies f i s c a l l y used 1/- (2), 2/6, 5/- (2), 10/~ (2), £1 (stained), £5 

(2, small tears), plus SG 37 f i s c a l used and KEVII Cape £1 revenue ovptd. Res £8 
36 Cape QV 6d and 1/- (2) revenues used on piece in B r i t i s h Bechuanaland. Red oval 

Mafeking cancellers of 1893/4 Est £3 
37 B r i t i s h Bechuanaland (with stop) on Cape li4d grey postcard (H&G 6a) unused, some 

staining at top Est £8 
38 1888 overprint on GB Id postcard (H&G 4) mint Est £1 
39 1894 overprint on Cape Id postcard (H&G 5) Vryburg/BB NO 14 95 cds Est £1 
40 1887 overprint on Cape i4d wrapper (H&G 1) mint Est 50p 
41 As lot 40 Est 50p 
42 Overprinted Cape Id postcard (H&G 5) used to Palapye Road, with Palapye Station/BB 

DE 19 02 cds, no message Res £30 
43 Overprinted Cape Id postcard (H&G 5) used to England with additional I6d, Id, 2d, 3d, 

4d adhesives (SG 12, 35, 59-61) Mochudi MY 20 0(1) cds. Bottom corners of card 
missing Res £40 

44 1889 registration envelope size H, (H&G 7a) unused, some crease marks. Stamp die 
dated 28/2/89 Est £6 

45 1894 mA on GB Id card (H&G 8) used with Lobatsi R.S./South Africa SP 20 96 cds, 
no message Res £6 

Bechuanaland Protectorate 
46 Mint collection of 13 stamps, SG 43, 45, (rubbed), 46, 51 (small stain), 52, 56, 58 

(2), plus SG 22, 23, 26 Est £40 
47 Mint collection of 20 stamps, SG 59, 65, 71, 73, 81, Bradbury 5/- seahorse (pinhole), 

1932 KGV ifed (3), 2d, 3d (5), 4d, 6d, 2/-, 1938 KGVI Id, 10/- Est £70 
48 QEII 1953 de f i n i t i v e set mint Est £5 
49 QEII 1961 decimal d e f i n i t i v e set used Est £5 
50 Collection of about 90 stamps including KGV to 2/6 mint, KGVI to 10/- (less 3/-) 

mint, 1948 S i l v e r Wedding set mint, decimal d e f i n i t i v e set mint, plus range of QEII 
used. Also some Botswana Est £25 

51 1897 M SG 56 and 58 mint Res £10 
52 1888 Protectorate 6d on 6d (SG 45) superb mint Res £8 
53 1897 2d horizontal pair (SG 62) with very good s t r i k e s of Lobatsi R.S./South Africa. 

Stamps a l i t t l e faded Res £2.50 
54 1897 Id horizontal pair mint (SG 61) Res £1 
55 1891 Id (SG 33), 1897 ted (SG 56) and KEVII ted yellow-green (SG 67) mint Res £2.50 
56 1905 Id (SG 68) with part Mahalapye Siding/C.G.H. 20 JU 12 cds Res 50p 
57 1960 75th Anniversary set mint Res 50p 
58 1902 QV ted blue-green (SG 60) overprinted SPECIMEN Holmes type 9 Est £20 
59 1906 KEVII ted blue-green (SG 66) mint l e f t marginal block of 42, showing POSTAGE 

Wmk in margin Slight creasing and small s t a i n on margin Est £25 
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60 1945 Victory 3d mint horizontal pair with basic stamp variety 'hyphen between 3 
and D' on the right hand stamp Est £5 

61 1897 4d (SG 64) with Crocodile Pools/South A f r i c a 21 APR 00 cds Res £28 
62 KGV ted Script wmk mint bottom l e f t block of 6 with control C 13, perf margins Est 

£8 
63 KGV ted Script wmk mint bottom l e f t block of 6 with control J 17 imperf margins 

Est £8 
64 KGV ted Script wmk mint bottom l e f t block of four with control 0 20, perf margins 

Est £7 
65 KGV ted Script wmk mint bottom l e f t block of 6 with control S 22 imperf margins 

Est £8 
66 KGV ted Script wmk bottom l e f t s t r i p of 3 with control 0 20, perf margins Est £6 
67 KGV Block wmk mint marginal singles with controls: ted E 26, Id A 24, Id E 26, Id 

K 29 imperf margins Est £8 
68 1935 S i l v e r Jubilee Id, 2d and 6d each perforated SPECIMEN. No gum Est £12 
69 1961 Decimal overprints: A l l values in mint blocks, s t r i p s including plate and 

imprint blocks, showing various settings of surcharges and large number of l i s t e d 
v a r i e t i e s , including Rl on 10/- in corner blocks of 1st and 2nd printings of type 
I I , 150 stamps plus another 11 used singles Res £50 

70 1961 postage due 2c on 2d type I I , right marginal mint horizontal pair with basic 
stamp variety 'thick d' on right hand stamp Est £3 

71 As lot 70 but a mint marginal single Est £2 
72 1932 KGV 6d on cover Kasane to Francistown, Envelope has 2 folds (clear of stamp) 

Res £15 
73 KGV ted (SG 73) on cover Ramoutsa to Gaberones, red ink identification of pmk in 

bottom l e f t of envelope Res £6 
74 Three registered covers, KGVI 6d to UK with Ghanzi cds and manuscript registration 

mark, plus Gobabis SWA t r a n s i t on back showing route; Royal V i s i t set to USA with 
Lobatsi cds and cachet; KGVI Id and S i l v e r Wedding Ited s t r i p of 3 to UK with 
Mahalapye cds and cachet Res £3 

75 1953 Coronation, 1961 Anniversary and 1965 Self Government FDC's Est £1 
76 Front to UK with horizontal pair of 1897 Id (SG 61) and 2 x ted (SG 59) (1 badly 

damaged) cancelled with Serowe/B.P MR 23 06 and Palapye Station/B.P MR 24 06 
alongside Res £20 

77 OHMS o f f i c i a l envelope registered to Port Elizabeth with KGV 2d and 3d SG 101-2 
cancelled Bech. Prot/H.O. Mafeking 6IIIB38 Post Office cachet at bottom l e f t 
Est £6 

78 KGVI Ited d u l l blue on postcard (showing native children) to USA with Mahalapye 13 
APR A39 cds. Message reports that these stamps cancelled are rare! Est £4 

79 KGVI 2d on stained cover to Johannesburg with Mochudi Village 14 APR A45 cds. 
Stamp also stained and damaged but a scarce pmk Res £15 

80 Victory set in horizontal pairs on cover Mafeking to Johannesburg (folded, 2 stamps 
affected); UPU set in horizontal pairs on FDC Lobatsi to Johannesburg (3 lower 
values on back); UPU set on registered cover Molepolole to Switzerland; 1953 Coro
nation horizontal s t r i p of 3 on commemorative f i r s t day a i r l e t t e r Lobatsi to UK; 
QEII 2d (SG 145) on cover Francistown to Johannesburg Est £3 

81 KGVI Id horizontal pair on cover to Pretoria with Lobatsi Bech. Prot ( a l l at base) 
17 MAR A54 cds Est £4 

82 KGV Id overprint on GB on 1927 cover to Pretoria with Mochudi Village cds, stamp 
damaged where corner overlaps cover, cover stains Est £12 

83 Decimal surcharges I c , 2c and 2tec on 2d on registered cover Lobatsi to Johannes
burg, Dept of Posts & Telegraphs oval handstamp on reverse Est £3 

84 Decimal surcharges 2c and 3tec on registered cover Lobatsi to Johannesburg. Dept of 
Posts & Telegraphs oval handstamp on front. Different cds to previous lot Est £3 

85 Decimal surcharges 12tec on registered cover Lobatsi to Johannesburg. Handstamp 
and cds as lot 84 but smaller r e g i s t r a t i o n cachet without R, Envelope folded 
(clear of stamp) Est £3 

86 Revenues, overprints on KEVII Cape £1 and Transvaal £5; on KGVI Union 5/- (3), 10/-, 
£1, £5, A l l used and in bad condition Est £5 

The Bechuanalands and Botswana Society Auction Number 4 (UK) - 3 -



87 Bechuanaland hand drawn regi s t r a t i o n of birth ( s p l i t and sellotaped) dated 1906 and 
signed by Asst. Commissioner with pair of QV 1/- unappropriated dies cancelled oval 
Gaberones datestamp. In damaged envelope with 2xGV ted's with m/s 4/3/38 Est £15 

88 Two Protectorate Motor Vehicle licences, each bearing KGVI 3d or 2 x Ited stamps 
cancelled D i s t r i c t Commissioner or B.P. Police Kanye for each month 1941-44 Est £6 

89 1905 postcard (GB QV) ovptd. SPECIMEN diagonally across the card, mint Est £15 
90 As lot 89 but card a l i t t l e stained and frayed Est £7 
91 1921 ted postcard overprinted on GB KGV small repaired tear at top H&G 6 Est £4 
92 1897 registered envelope (on Cape) H&G 5 used to Kimberley with 2 QV 2d (SG 62) 

cancelled by 1003 BONC's and Lobatsi R.S./South Africa alongside. Envelope s p l i t 
across front, but rare used Res £60 

93 1906 registered envelope, GB type with R in oval at top l e f t . Handstamped SPECIMEN 
across stamp. Envelope s l i g h t l y ragged at edges Res £8 

94 1953-9 postmarks, 21 different plus 4 code differences, representing 14 different 
offices. Mostly complete s t r i k e s on d e f i n i t i v e s on piece Est £12 

95 1937(1) and 1955-9 postmarks, similar to lot 94, 16 different plus 3 code d i f 
ferences representing 12 different o f f i c e s Est £9 

Botswana 
96 1974 Minerals d e f i n i t i v e issue in o f f i c i a l booklet, each stamp stuck down alongside 

the description Res £3 
97 1967 4c birds horizontal pair on registered cover Molepolole to Ditshegwane, with 

Molepolole 16 X I B70 cds and boxed registration cachet. backstaraped Molepolole, 
Lobatsi and Gaberones R.L.S. Envelope folded clear of stamps Est £6 

98 78 Commercial covers and cards, mainly registered from the 1980's (one dated 1998!) 
from a variety of towns/villages with different registration labels/cachets/ 
straight line name etc. Est £30 

99 1981-7 postmarks, 42 different representing 21 different offices, mostly complete 
s t r i k e s on de f i n i t i v e s on piece Est £10 

100 1985-6 postmarks on 6 'Hinchclif fe' covers from Mabeleapudl, Pilikwe, Serowe, 
Tsabong, Tshimoyapula and Zwenshambe Est £4 

101 3 covers as lot 100 from Kapong, Mahikana and Mathubantwa Est £4 
102 41 different postmarks on stamps on piece comprising Bobonong, Bontleng, Broad-

hurst, Botshabelo, Francistown, Gabane, Gaborone, Gaborone Village, Ghanzi, Gwetta, 
Kanye, Lobatse, Mahalapye, Mathubantwa, Maun, Mochudi, Mogoditshane, Molepolole, 
Moshupa, Orapa, Palapye, Ramotswa Village, Selebi Phikwe, Seleka, Serowe, Shashi, 
Tatitown, Thamaga and Tlokweng Est £40 

103 Klloware. About 100 grams of stamps on piece, mostly recent low values, plenty of 
postmark interest Est £4 

104 As lot 103 Est £4 
105 As lot 103 Est £4 
106 One Pula Road T r a f f i c Act token. Issued in 1988 for a temporarily imported vehicle 

at Mamono Est 50p 

Others 
107 Stellaland set of 5 unused with gum. Id s l i g h t l y stained, 4 d - l / - small thins but 

good looking Res £20 
108 Stellaland 3d l e f t margin mint horiz. pair imperf v e r t i c a l l y , some gum creasing and 

writing on back which shows through to front i f you look hard enough Res £50 
109 Military Telegraphs ovpt. on Cape 6d, 1 used, 1 unused, average condition Est £9 
110 T a t i Co. cheque, large size (red) dated 1955. Vert, fold, QE2 Id on reverse Est £7 
111 Mafeking Siege Note - 10/- green No.6261 dated 'March 1900'. Embossed 'Bechuanaland 

Protectorate One Penny' (control?), condition rather crumpled and creased. Est £15 
112 Bophutatswana Independence set; f i r s t d e f i n i t i v e s ( a l l bottom right corner marginal 

copies); Blood pressure set, SG 1-24 a l l unmounted mint Res £6 
113 Zimbabwe registered envelope inscribed ZIMBABWE above RHODESIA, the l a t t e r crossed 

out by hand before issue, used to UK in 1988 with Harare printed registration label 
and $2 and 5c d e f i n i t i v e s Est £1.50 
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