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E d i t o r ' s C o m m e n t s 

Your Editor was lucky enough to have spent two months in Cape Town recently, 
which largely accounts for the lateness of t h i s issue. However, t h i s was not 
time entirely lost as your Editor had the opportunity to study a complete set of 
'The South African P h i l a t e l i s t ' courtesy of the Editor of that publication - Mr 
Jack Grutter. The SAP was f i r s t published in 1923 and through the years many 
a r t i c l e s r e l a t i n g to the Bechuanalands have appeared and I have often thought we 
may well be re-invent ing the wheel by publishing queries and discoveries in the 
RP that may have been raised and/or recorded many years ago. I have made many 
photocopies and notes which should be of considerable use to the RP in particular 
and the BBS as a whole. 
I t i s not often that one sees a strong collection of the Bechuanalands offered at 
auction - as I r e c a l l , the l a s t being the Barkaway sale at Harmers in 1986 - but 
on June 12th, Christies Robson Lowe held a sale in London in which a superb col ­
lection of the Bechuanalands was broken up into 150 lots, affording collectors 
the rare opportunity of acquiring many elusive stamps and covers. 
Prices were firm to high, helped in no small part by a delegation from Botswana 
which included our member David Finlay, who are understood to have been buying 
on behalf of the Botswana Postal Museum. Indeed, I understand i t was a l l but 
Impossible to outbid them for anything they had set their heart on! We look 
forward to the time when these purchases and those from the Holmes sale and 
other sources are put on display in Gaborone. 
I t would be interesting to hear i f there i s any chance that part or a l l of the 
Postal Museum collection of Bechuanalands could ever be shown abroad, perhaps at 
International exhibitions or at selected Botswana High Commissions or Embassies, 
thus affording collectors the chance to enjoy the collection who may not other­
wise ever get the chance to see i t . 
This issue also has a disti n c t Stellaland flavour, we are very pleased to publish 
'Stellaland Revisited', also by Dr Alan Drysdall, covering the military mail aspect 
of Stellaland. Several new covers franked with Stellaland stamps have come to 
light and in a 'philatelic f i r s t ' we i l l u s t r a t e the balance of a l l known covers. 
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NEW MEMBERS (BOTSWANA) 
Prof. Hans E r i k DAHL of Norway, but currently stationed in Angola as Head of the 
SADCC Energy Programme and a regular v i s i t o r to Gaborone. (For those interested, 
the SADCC or Southern African Development Co-ordinating Conference comprises nine 
Southern African Nations, including Botswana). 

Dr Peter THY, Head of the Dept. of Geology, University of Botswana. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Aubrey reminds everyone that £10.00 subscriptions for 1st July 91 to 30 June 92 
are now due and he w i l l be g r a t e f u l to receive these promptly (and without prom­
pting please!). 

NOTICE OF AUTUMN MEETING 
The Autumn Meeting w i l l be held at the Union Jack Club, Sandell Street, Waterloo, 
on Saturday 5th October 1991 at 2.00pm. (Please Note: t h i s i s not the Saturday 
of STAMPEX week). We hope to see as many members present as possible! 

NEW BOTSWANA DEFINITIVES PLANNED FOR 1992 
Under the policy to replace d e f i n i t i v e sets only once in f i v e years, Botswana 
Postal Services have announced a new se r i e s of 'Animals' for issue in 1992. The 
theme w i l l be lesser Mammals and i t i s almost certain that there w i l l be 16 
values from I t to 5 Pula. 
The a r t i s t w i l l be Judith Greenwood-Penny, who i s married to a farmer l i v i n g i n 
the T u l i block on the Limpopo River. Designs w i l l feature, among other animals, 
the lesser Bushbaby, the Honey Badger, the Striped Mouse and the Pangolin. 

LIST OF BOTSWANA POST OFFICE AND AGENCIES (AS AT 14TH JUNE 1991) 
We include the above l i s t i n g as a supplement to th i s issue of the Runner Post 
and we hope members w i l l find both interesting and useful. Andy Andersson 
informs us that the Botswana Postal Services are currently reviewing the status 
of Postal Agencies with a possible view to taking them over. More of t h i s at a 
la t e r date (with a revised l i s t ) . 

BBS AUCTION (U.K.) 
Tony Chilton advises that he has not received s u f f i c i e n t l o t s to j u s t i f y running 
an auction at t h i s stage. Only ±30 lots are to hand but about 100 are required 
to make a worthwhile auction. Please search through your treasure chests or 
plunder your collections and send suitable material to Tony as soon as possible^ 

raiLATELIC BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
James Ryan of Calgary, Canada, writes: " I am quite certain that a comprehensive 
p h i l a t e l i c bibliography for Southern A f r i c a does not exi s t and that i t would be 
worth taking on with the help of many collectors representing most i f not a l l of 
the societies interested in t h i s region. Responses from members would be welcome: 

James Ryan, 4419-17 Ave N.W., Calgary, AB, Canada, T3B 0N7 
OR c/o: S.D. Henderson, 189 Wanstead Park Rd., I l f o r d , Essex, IGl 3TW, U.K. 
I have spent many hours thinking about the best way to approach t h i s massive 
project. I would also l i k e to hear your ideas i f you have also given t h i s some 
thought. Jim Ryan" 
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M E M B E R S ' COMMENTS AND Q U E R I E S 

•TATI EXCISED' - Dr K a r l Seligmann writes in response to the item in RP 22, p397: 
"After studying the T a t i excised item..., a • 1 \  •  • i — ^ -
look at a photocopy of a 1913 Bechuanaland 
Protectorate map clearly showed up Matopos 
as a station [Unfortunately Karl's map i s not 
clear enough for reproduction. However, Map 3 
in The Postmarks, Postal Routes and Principal 
Postage Rates of Southern Rhodesia by R.C. 
Knight and D.A. Mitchell serves the purpose 
admirably - Ed]. I t was not on the main line, 
but a r a i l spur from Westacre Junction j u t ­
ted out to the south-east with Matopos at 
the furthest end. Westacre junction was bet­
ween Khami, the siding closest to Bulawayo 
on t h i s map, and Figtree to the south-west 
on the r a i l line to the south. 
On December 24, 1897, the secretary to the Bechuanaland Railways Company gave 
the Imperial Secretary in Cape Town a l i s t of sidings on the line with distances 
measured from Cape Town and Matoppos at 1323 miles, 37 miles from Bulawayo, and 
14 miles south-west (Sic) of Figtree! A note on the l i s t indicated that i t had 
been updated during 1898. Comparing the cancellation with the [card described by 
Otto Peetoom in RP 15, p261-2] there i s no doubt that t h i s was done by the same 
canceller. The LA of MATABELELAND i s joined together, the second A and second E 
have similar defects in the two cancellations. 
I f the l e t t e r was handed to someone at Westacre junction, i t could s t i l l have 
been cancelled at Francistown, but i t does cause one to think." 

SOUTHERN RHODESIAN STAMPS USED IN BECHUANALAND 
B i l l Wallace writes enclosing a photostat of a 1939 cover showing 2d and 1/-
stamps of Southern Rhodesian cancelled by a double c i r c l e TSESSEBE/?? JUN 39/ 
BECH.PROTECTORATE datestamp. B i l l i s not sure i f i t i s 'philatelic' but i t i s 
certainly unusual. 

''^KAND HOTEL(BYO.) LTD. 
BU L A W A Y O 
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M E M B E R S ' COMMENTS AND Q U E R I E S 

B.P.A.P.T. / B.A.P.T. TUBERCULOSIS LABELS 

These labels were mentioned previously in RP 15, p260 and RP 17, p298. Thanks to 
John Coates and Howard Cook we can now supply further information and record 
two new types. The significance of B.A.P.T. versus B.P.A.P.T. I s not known. 
1. The type i l l u s t r a t e d i n RP 17 ('B.P.A.P.T.') was printed on a blue background 

with a l l the printing in red except the child which i s in black. The block 
of 6 i l l u s t r a t e d i s rouletted between labels. The sheet format i s unknown. 

2. 

3. 

A similar design but inscribed 'B.A.P.T.' in red (and cross) with yellow rays 
and the child in brown. A marginal block of 4 i s shown. 
A different design inscribed BAPT/1963 in black on a light green background. 
The T.B. Cross, buck and rock are in red while BECHUANALAND i s l e f t white. 
The sheet/pane? of 30 shown (reduced) i s perf. 12)4, through a l l margins. 

B^'EA.P.T. "If b : i > a : b : e a j p . t . 

B . A . P . T . B . A . P . T . 

B . A . P . T . 

BAPT 
9 6 3 

: 41= BAPT 
: S P 1 9 6 3 

BAPTi|^ BAPT^^k BAPT 
^ > 1 9 6 3:SP 1 9 6 3:=;p 1 9 6 3 

BAPT; 
=:p 1 9 6 3: 

^h. BAPTi^^ BAPT:^^ BAPT 
^P 1 9 6 3:SP 1 9 6 3-qP 1 9 6 3 

BAPTJ4^ BAPTi^^ BAPT 
q p 1 9 6 3.-qp 1 9 6 3:SP 1 9 6 3 

BAPT! 
:f=;p 1 9 6 3 < 

B A P T : ^ BAPT 
1 9 6 3:cip 1 9 6 3 

5^ BAPT: 

BAPTi 
1 9 6 3: 

S1lt'-t^<. 
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I T E M S OF I N T E R E S T 

OPENING OF THE RAILWAY TO MAFEKING 
Howard Cook has sent t h i s i l l u s t r a t i o n of an invitation to a banquet celebrating 
the opening of the Railway to Mafeking on October 3rd 1894 which i s printed on 
thick card and i s signed 'E.G. Baxter/Treasurer'. 

-H BANQUET 
' . . 10 CELEBRATn THE -

O P E N I N G O F T H E R A I L W A Y 
TO • • 

M A K I N G , BRITISH BECHUAHALAND. 
~-tĵ £i:S":̂ ft?̂ y=*_ij-

W B D N B S D A Y , O C T O B E R 3rd , 1894 

MAIL BAG SEAL? 
Ian Shapiro of A r g y l l Etkin Ltd has kindly sup­
plied t h i s i l l u s t r a t i o n of a pair of the Protec­
torate 1/- <SG 46), cancelled with the Barred 
Oval Numeral Canceller '677' of Kanye, and with 
what appears to be a 'Negative' or 'Mail Bag 
Seal' bearing the word BECHUANALAND at foot but 
no other (readable) wording. Holmes makes no 
mention of Bag Seals but presumably they e x i s ­
ted for Bechuanaland as for other t e r r i t o r i e s . 
Possibly the postal o f f i c i a l at Kanye (?) picked 
up and used the wrong canceller? 

AFRICAN AUXILIARY PIONEER CORPS 
After re-reading Philip Cattell's a r t i c l e on the AAPC (RP 15, p265), David Wessely 
sent an i l l u s t r a t i o n of an interesting cover 'front' in his collection. David says 
that unfortunately the date i s not legible other than (19)42 but the interest 
r e a l l y l i e s i n the addressee - 'Kgosi Tshekedi Khama'. Kgosi apparently i s 
Setswana for Chief and Tshekedi Khama was the leader of the Bamangwato tribe. 
Seretse was his son and Botswana's f i r s t President. 
[David's item i s i l l u s t r a t e d on the following page, along with three similar 
'fronts' recently acquired by your Editor.] 
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-.^ A HK.^f. 

L E T T E R C A R D 
AXrTHINC IS ENCLOSED THIS CARD 
I L B E S E N T tJY ORDINARY MAIL. 

I M . A M O 

WHEN FOUfTEDTHE LETTER CARD MUSf ofiHFORM IK 5IZ,E AND SHAPE W!TH 
T H E B L U E BORDER WITHIN WHICH T H E ADDRESS ONLY MAY B E WRITTEN. 

P R O T E C T O R A T E 

I l l u s t r a t i o n courtesy of David Wessely 

L E T T E R C A R D 
I F A N Y T H I N G I S E N C L O S E D T H I S C A I 

W I L L B E S E N T B Y od^OINARY M A ! 

O 

\ 
T H E L E T T E R C A R D M U S T C ( > N F 0 R M I N S I Z E A N C W H E N F O L D E D T H E L E T T E R C A R D M U S T C O N F O R M I N S I Z E A N D S H A P E W I T H 

T H E B L U E B O R D E R W I T H I N W H I C H T H E A D D R E S S O N L Y M A Y B E W R I T T E N 

L E T T E R C A R D 

I F A N Y T H I N G IS E N C L O S E D T H I S C A R D 
W I L L B E S E N T BY O R D I N A R Y MAIL . 

W H E N F O L D E D T H E L E T T E R C A R D M U S T C O N F O R M IN S I Z E AND S H A P E W I T H 
T H E B L U E B O R D E R WITHIN W H I C H T H E A D D R E S S O N L Y MAY B E W R I T T E N . 

5̂ 1 A N Y T H I N G II 

^*1^-kyiif,,^^^! W I L L B E S E N 

4. 

L E T T E R C A R i D t Y 
S E N C L O S E D T H I S 
T BY O R D I N A R Y MA 

W H E N F O L D E D T H E L E T T E R C A R D M U S T C O N F O P i ^ IN S I Z E A N D S H A P E W I T ^ 
1 H E B L U E B O R D E R W I T H I N W H I C H T H E A D D R E S S ON 1 V " • 



S T E L L A L A N D R E V I S I T E D 

Alan R . Drysdall 

Introduction 

Table 1 in the article describing a previous visi t to Stellaland (The Runner 
Post, No. 22) contained no less than three errors. (The article was checked from 
beginning to end several times, but mistakes of this sort have an unfortunate inherent 
abi l i ty to survive.) I can only apologise and hope that prompt publication of this 
correction w i l l prevent any misunderstandings or misquotations. The revised version 
of the table includes information concerning two additional covers reported since the 
original article was published. 

T h e previous article was concerned primari ly wi th c iv i l i an mai l , and in 
particular the use of Stellaland stamps. However, a considerable amount of 
information regarding mil i tary mail also came to hand. L t - C o l . S i r John Inglef ield-
Watson drew my attention to references in the official records of the Bechuanaland 
F ie ld Force, held by the Minis t ry of Defence Whitehall L ib ra ry , to the postal service 
organised by the mil i tary, and with the assistance of the L ib ra r i an , Ms Judi th 
B lack law, I have been able to track these down. (There are further extensive 
references to the telegraph service.) Moreover K e v i n Ashworth was able to provide 
photocopies of a number of covers in his collection which were addressed by Col . 
Methuen, the Off icer Commanding the 1st Mounted Ri f les ( 'Methuen's Horse') to his 
wi fe . The information available concerning mili tary covers is summarised in table 2. 

It is known that a number of other covers sent by Col . Methuen exist, and 
also that there are incoming covers addressed to R .W. Anstruther of the Telegraph 
Section, R . E . , and Capt. Lancaster, 4th Pioneers, other than those listed in Table 3. 
Y o u r assistance in tracking these down would be very much appreciated. 

Table 1 Known covers franked with Stellaland stamps 

D A T E O F A D D R E S S E D V I A F R A N K I N G R E F E R E 
P O S T I N G T O Stellaland Transvaal 

/ Cape* 
letter post 

5. 6.84 Cape Colony Christiana 3d 6d + 4d (a) 1 
30. 9.84 Pretoria Christiana 4d 3d 2 
2.12.84 Pretoria Christiana 4d 3d 3 

12. 3.85 K i m b e r l e y Christiana 3d 2d (b) 4 
19. 6.85 Cape Colony B a r k l y West 2d none 5 
26. 6.85 Canada B a r k l y West 3d I s * 6 

6.85 Sitlagoli 2d none 7 
7.85 Cape Colony B a r k l y West 4d 2d* 8 
9.85 Scotland B a r k l y West 2d 6d* 9 

10.85 Pretoria B a r k l y West 2d (c) 2d* 10 
10.85 Venterstad B a r k l y West 2d (c) 2d* 11 

book post 
2.12.84 Pretoria Christiana I d I d 12 

military mail 
12. 4.85 U K B a r k l y West I d none 13 

(a) 6d registration plus 4d postage 
(b) underfranked and taxed 

(c) the 'Twee ' provisional 

- 4 1 9 - THE RUNNER POST Issue 23 June 1991 



Figure 1 (Reference 3). 1884 Transvaal combination cover to Pretoria, franked 
with a Stellaland 4d stamp dated '2/12/84' in manuscript and three Transvaal Id's 
cancelled '6' of Christiana. Backstamped CHRISTIANA (Dec 9) 8s PRETORIA (Dec 12). 

Figure 2 (Reference 8). 1885 Cape combination cover to Burghersdorp, Cape, frank­
ed with a Stellaland 4d stamp cancelled by a pen stroke. The Cape 2d stamp i s 
cancelled by a BARKLY G.W. datestamp (JY 13/85). ( I l l u s t r a t i o n courtesy of Andr6 
Bezuidenhout) 
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Figure 3 (Reference 9). 1885 Cape combination cover to Scotland franked with a 
marginal pair of Stellaland I d stamps (apparently uncancelled) and a Cape 6d 
cancelled BARKLY G.W. (SP 7/85). ( I l l u s t r a t i o n courtesy of Dr G H Jonkers) 

Figure 4 (Reference 12). 1884 Book Post/Transvaal combination wrapper addressed 
to Pretoria, franked with a Stellaland I d stamp dated '2/12/84' in manuscript 
with a Transvaal Id cancelled '6' of Christiana with a CHRISTIANA (DEC 9/84) 
t r a n s i t datestamp on the front.Dec 9). This was despatched from Vryburg with the 
mail containing the cover shown as Figure 1 (Ref.3). ( I l l u s t r a t i o n courtesy of Dr 
G H Jonkers) 
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Figure 5 (Reference 7) 

. 1885 Cover addressed to 'Col, Cotton, JL 't^^^CZZ> Officer Commanding Troops, Sitlagohli' 
sj franked with a pair of Stellaland Id 

J J y _ / . / stamps cancelled by a line drawn in 
a ^ L t , ^ ^ . ^ _ - C X < coloured crayon, 

-J-J- " y A • / / "^^^ reverse of the cover bears the 
O ^ - A ) / . ' ^ ^ annotation 'This letter came by the 

J » / despatch riders this day at 3,15p,m, 
- 7 ^ 7 — » — , y t^.^^^j_.A^...t_^ from Vrijburg, and was delivered to 
/ J ' V ^^"^ Methuen, Col. Comm(anding?), 

i : 

Setlagoli, June 28 1885, Setlagoli, 

( I l l u s t r a t i o n by courtesy of Dr S H 
Jonkers) 
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Military mail 

T h e arrangements made for the transport of mil i tary mail are detailed in 
various of f ic ia l reports relating to the Bechuanaland Fie ld Force held in the Whitehall 
L i b r a r y of the Minis t ry of Defence (14). The earliest reference is included in the 
Quartermaster-General 's diary for the month of February 1885: 

"Postal Arrangements for L i n e - - Bark ley-Taungs . 

" 1 . A troop of 3rd Mounted Ri f les to be detailed to act as guides, 
post carriers, etc. 

2. Captain Johnstone, 2nd Dragoons, Staff Officer of the L ines of 
Communication, to be posted at Alicedale. 

' T h e officers of the troop detailed to be posted as follows:-
Captain at Alicedale, Head-Quarters of Troop. 
1 Subaltern at Banks Dr i f t . 
1 Subaltern at Mullers. 

These Officers to act as Station Officers for these posts. 
Creefdale and Wittefontein to be administered from Alicedale. 
3. Eight post riders to be posted at each of the following places:-
B a r k l y Camp, Mullers, Wittefontein, Alicedale, Creefdale, Banks 

Dr i f t , Taungs - 56 men and horses in al l . 
4. T w o riders to start from Taungs and two from B a r k l y Camp 

respectively, at 3 a.m. daily. 
T imes of despatch riders from intermediate stations to be arranged by 

Staff Off icer at Alicedale, so as to ensure up and down mails being promptly 
passed on. 

A t the rate of 6 miles an hour, and following a short time for change, 
the journey would occupy thirteen hours, so that the mails would arrive at 
each place at 4 p.m. 

One large bag for Taungs and B a r k l y respectively, and small bags for 
the posts on the line. 

T h e other men of the party to act as guides to parties of troops 
ar r iv ing and leaving each station - or as special riders. 

5. A mail cart w i l l start once a week from B a r k l y for Taungs, on the 
a r r iva l of the Br i t i sh mail at the former place, returning at once from Taungs 
to B a r k l y wi th letters for England. Each journey w i l l occupy about three 
days. 

6. Af ter the bulk of the troops has passed through, these post riders 
to be reduced to 6 men, then to 4, wi th 6 horses, which number should 
always be kept up for postal service. 

B y Order, 
(Signed) C . W. M U R R A Y , Lt.-CoL, D.A.Q.M.G., B.F.F. 

Barkly Camp, 
1st February, 1885" 

Col . J . Duncan's Report on the base and lines of communication includes a 
description of the operation of the postal service following the occupation of 
Stellaland and Goshen: 

"The mails have been conveyed from Cape T o w n to B a r k l y under the 
Colonial postal arrangements made by the Postmaster-General: the 
Commandant, general depot, Cape T o w n , rendering assistance in sorting the 
letters and papers, and co-operating generally wi th the postal authorities. 

"The F ie ld Postal Service has extended from B a r k l y to the front - the 
daily mails being conveyed by despatch riders, stationed at intervals of from 
8 to 20 miles, and the weekly English mails in light mule carts, one cart 
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Figure 6 (Reference 13) 

Soldier's concessionary rate 
cover franked with an uncan­
celled Stellaland Id stamp 
posted by a Sgt, Cox serving 
with 'C Troop of the 1st 
Mounted R i f l e s , I t passed 
through Barkly Uest on 'AP 
12/85' and was backstamped 
Cape Town (AP 15/85) & Derby 
(MY 7/85) 

I l l u s t r a t i o n by courtesy of 
Argyll Etkin Ltd.) 

Figure 7 

Soldier's concessionary rate 
cover franked with a Id Cape 

\, posted by a Trooper C 
Yeates who was serving with 
'H' Troop of the 1st Mounted 
Rif l e s , 
The franking was cancelled 
at Barkly Uest on 'MY 18/85' 
and the cover backstamped in 
Cape Town on 'MY 20/85', A 
second backstamp shows that 
the letter reached Leeds on 
'18JU/85', 

( I l l u s t r a t i o n by courtesy of 
Kevin Ashworth) 

Fig.8, Cover which contained a letter written at Maritzani by Col. Methuen to his wife. The 6d 
franking was cancelled 'BARKLY WEST/MR 29/85' where the '2/3' may have been added. The 'T' was 
struck at Cape Town. I t was found open & resealed by the Plymouth & Br i s t o l Sorting Carriage on 
'AP 22/85' & the '2/5' struck to indicate postage due, ( I l l u s t r a t e d courtesy of Kevin Ashworth) 
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running between B a r k l y and Taungs, another between Taungs and V r y b u r g , 
and a third between V r y b u r g and the front. 

"Bark ly , Taungs, V r y b u r g and Mafeking have been the sorting 
stations, where the postal duties have been carried out by mil i tary 
postmasters, under the direction of Staff Officers of stations. 

"These mil i tary postmasters have been selected from the N.C.O.s and 
men at the respective stations. 

"Owing to the presence in the force of a corps, constituted as are the 
1st Mounted Ri f l e s , of which almost every man receives several letters and 
newspapers by each mai l , the strain on the postal service has been very severe 
in proportion to the size of the force, and . . . there have been . . . a good 
many complaints; but inquiry has proved many of such complaints to be 
unreasonable and unjust." 

T h e complaints referred to concerned loss of mai l , particularly newspapers, 
damage to letters carried by despatch riders, and the procedures for handling 
insuff icient ly paid mai l . 

General Orders dated the 24th March, 1885, issued at Mafeking by L t - C o l . 
C.W. Murray , include more detailed information: 

" 1 . The following posts are sorting stations: B a r k l y , Taungs, V r y b u r g , 
[and] Mafeking. A l l others are intermediate stations. 

2. A t sorting stations, bags or parcels of letters w i l l be made up for 
all intermediate stations up to the next sorting station. 

3. A l l letters to be tied up in parcels before being put in the mai l 
bags, and labelled. Those for up-country to be sorted by regiments, those for 
down-country by places in the Colony, or by countries. 

4. Letters handed in at intermediate stations must also be made up in 
separate parcels addressed to their several destinations. 

5. Bags or parcels of letters to be opened only at the station to which 
they are addressed, whether sorting or intermediate. 

6. For the present the mail-bags for regiments w i l l be addressed as 
follows:-

For Roya l Scots to Taungs. 
For 3rd Mounted Rif les to Taungs. 
For 1st Mounted Rif les to Vryburg . 
For 4th Pioneers to Sitlagoli. 

A l l others to Mafeking. 
7. Letters for persons on detachment from the headquarters of their 

regiment or corps, to be redirected as fully as possible, so as to ensure their 
del ivery. 

8. A way bil l w i l l be sent from each sorting station, both wi th the 
mai l cart and despatch riders, showing the number of parcels of letters or 
bags, and their destination. These way bills w i l l be receipted when the 
parcels or bags are delivered at any stations, the time of ar r iva l and departure 
being noted, and w i l l be returned from the next sorting station to that from 
which sent. 

9. A l l mail bags received up-country w i l l be returned by the next 
down mai l . Mai l bags are on no account to be given out to regiments from 
post offices. 

10. The Mi l i ta ry Post w i l l not be responsible for any money or 
valuables sent by despatch riders or post cart. 

" P O S T A L A R R A N G E M E N T S 

"For the present letters and papers w i l l be carried as follows:-
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' D A I L Y B Y D E S P A T C H R I D E R S 

B a r k l y West to Mafeking Mafeking to B a r k l y West 

Leave B a r k l y West 6.0 am Leave Mafeking 1.30 pm 
Mullers 9.0 Madibi 4.30 
Wittefontein 11.30 A r r i v e Maritzani 6.30 
A l i c e Dale 1.30 pm Leave Maritzani 6.0 am 
Creef Dale 4.30 Sitlagoli 9.30 

A r r i v e Banks Dr i f t 6.0 V a n der L inden .. 12.0 
Leave Banks Dr i f t 6.0 am Groot Choing 2.30 pm 

Taungs 9.30 L e u w Pan 5.30 
D r y Hart 1.30 pm A r r i v e V r y b u r g 8.30 
Brussells 4.30 Leave V r y b u r g 6.0 am 

A r r i v e V r y b u r g 7.0 Brussels 8.30 
Leave V r y b u r g 6.0 am D r y Hart 11.30 

L e u w Pan 9.0 Taungs 3.30 pm 
Groot Choing 12.0 A r r i v e Banks Dr i f t 7.0 
V a n der L inden .. 2.30 pm Leave Banks Dr i f t 6.0 am 

A r r i v e Sitlagoli 3.30 Creef Dale 7.30 
A r r i v e Mari tzani 6.0 Al ice Dale 10.30 
Leave Mari tzani 6.0 am Wittefontein 12.30 pm 

Madibi 8.30 Mullers 3.0 
A r r i v e Mafeking 11.30 A r r i v e Ba rk ly West 6.0 

" W E E K L Y B Y M A I L C A R T S 
U P D O W N 

Leave B a r k l y West .. Tuesday daylight Leave Mafeking Tuesday daylight 
A r r i v e Taungs Wednesday evening A r r i v e Sitlagoli Tuesday evening 
Leave Taungs Thursday daylight Leave Sitlagoli Wednesday daylight 
A r r i v e V r y b u r g Thursday evening A r r i v e V r y b u r g Wednesday evening 
Leave V r y b u r g Fr iday daylight Leave V r y b u r g Thursday daylight 
A r r i v e Sitlagoli Fr iday evening A r r i v e Taungs Thursday evening 
Leave Sitlagoli Saturday daylight Leave Taungs F r iday daylight 
A r r i v e Mafeking Saturday evening A r r i v e B a r k l y West.. Saturday evening 

"No person, baggage, or parcels to proceed by this mai l cart; letters 
and papers only." 

There appears to have been no mili tary mail service north of Mafeking in late 
March 1885, but General Orders dated three months later - the 25th June - include a 
timetable for a service operated by despatch riders between Mafeking and 
Molepolole, leaving Mafeking at 1.30 pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fr idays and 
a r r iv ing at Molepolole at 7.00 pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. T h e 
'down' service left Molepolole at 6.00 am on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fr idays , and 
reached Mafeking at 11.00 am on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. The route was 
v i a "Ramatlabami, K o r w e , Rachuenyana, K a n y a and Pilan's". (General Orders dated 
the 25th June, 1885, also included a slightly revised timetable for the daily service 
operated by despatch riders between B a r k l y West and Mafeking.) 

There can be no doubt that mili tary mail was sent v i a B a r k l y West from the 
outset of the campaign, as Holmes (15) lists seven covers sent by Trooper Norbury of 
the 1st Mounted Ri f l e s from various locations in Stellaland and Goshen between 
February and September 1885 which bear B a r k l y West transit datestamps. The 
Ashwor th Collection includes ten similar covers, eight of which were addressed by 
Co l . Methuen, the C O . of the 1st Mounted Ri f les ('Methuen's Horse') , to his wife . 
Other covers from the Methuen correspondence were included in two auction sales, 
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Fig, 9 The lui l i t a r y telegraph and postal route north from Cape Colony; reproduced from ^usrier-
aaster SeneraJ's Diary Ho. 9, froa fst Hay to 31st Hay (1885), in, Diary of the BechuanaJand 
Field Force, 1884-85 i^i^r Office) (Redrawn by M Hayward) 
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Table 2 Mail from the Warren Expedition - t r a n s i t dates 

DATE OF 
LETTER 

SENDER'S 
LOCATION 

BARKLY WEST CAPE TOWN SOURCE 

25. 1.85 
27. 1.85 

10. 2.85 

23. 2.85 
27. 2.85 

14. 3.85 

17. 3.85 

29. 3.85 

19. 4.85 
21. 4.85 

25. 4.85 

4. 5.85 

3. 6.85 

18. 6.85 
19. 6.85 

12. 8.85 

29. 8.85 
2. 9.85 
4. 9.85 

R a d l i f f s Farm (Ho) 
Barkly West (Hu) 
? (Ch) 
Taungs (N) 
Taungs (M) 
Taungs (M) 
Vryburg (M) 
Vryburg (N) 
? (Ha) 
Maritzani 
Maritzani 
Tsilokolo (N) 
(Co) 
Maritzani 
Setlagoli 
Setlagoli 
Setlagoli 
Setlagoli 
? (Ch) 

(M) 
(M) 

(N) 
(M) 
(M) 
(N) 
(M) 

(M) 
(N) 

(N) 

Setlagoli 
Setlagoli 
? (G) 
Setlagoli 
? 
? (Y) 
Mafeking (Hu) 
? (N) 
Setlagoli (M) 
Setlagoli (M) 
Mafeking (M) 
Mafeking (M) 
Mafeking? (M) 
Mafeking (M) 
? (S) 
Barkly West (M) 
Vryburg (N) 
Barkly West (M) 

26. 
1. 
6. 

15. 
15. 
23. 
1. 
9. 

16. 
23? 
29. 
30. 
12. 
13. 
13. 

#19. 
27. 
27. 
27. 
3. 
3. 
3. 

#10. 
#10. 
18. 
14. 
14. 
22. 
22. 
25. 
10. 
17. 
19. 
22. 
29. 
7. 
4. 

1.85 
2.85 
2.85 
2.85 
2.85 
2.85 
3.85 
3.85 
3.85 
3.85 
3.85 
3.85 
4.85 
4.85 
4.85 
4.85 
4.85 
4.85 
4.85 
5.85 
5.85 
5.85 
5.85 
5.85 
5.85 
5.85 
6.85 
6.85 
6.85 
7.85 
8.85 
8.85 
8.85 
8.85 
8.85 
9.85 
9.85 

Monday 
Sunday 
Friday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Monday 
Monday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Monday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Monday 
Monday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Monday 
Saturday 
Monday 
Monday 
Wednesday 
Saturday 
Saturday 
Monday 
Friday 

(no 
28. 1.85 

datestamp) 
10. 2.85 
17. 2.85 

(17. 2.85) 
7 
? 

3.85 
7 

3.85 
4.85 
4.85 
4.85 
4.85 

11. 

25. 
1. 
1. 

15. 
15. 

(15. 4.85) 
7 

29. 
29. 
29. 
6. 
6. 
6. 

12. 

4.85 
4.85 
4.85 
5.85 
5.85 
5.85 
5.85 

(12. 5.85) 
20. 5.85 
17. 6.85 

(17. 6.85) 
24. 6.85 
24. 

*29. 
*12. 
*19. 

26. 
*2. 
9. 

*9. 

6.85 
7.85 
8.86 
8.85 

*7 
8.85 
9.85 
9.85 
9.85 

Wednesday 

Tuesday 
Tuesday 
(Tuesday) 

Wednesday 

Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
(Wednesday) 

Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Tuesday 
(Tuesday) 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
(Wednesday) 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 

Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 

Visser Collection 
Ashworth Collection 
Argyll Etkin 
Holmes, 1971 
Christie's Robson Lowe, 18.3.86, l o t 101 
Christie's Robson Lowe, 22.7.86, lot 10 
Globe International 
Holmes, 1971 
Argyll Etkin 
Christie's Robson Lowe, 22.7.86, l o t 11 
Ashworth Collection 
Holmes, 1971 
Argyll Etkin (11) 
Holmes, 1971 
Christie's Robson Lowe, 18.3.85, l o t 102 
Christie's Robson Lowe, 18.3.85, l o t 103 
Holmes, 1971 
Ashworth Collection 
Ritchie Bodily 
Ashworth Collection 
RochS Collection 
Holmes, 1971, pi. 1 
Holmes, 1971 
Stephan Murray 
Ashworth Collection 
Stephen Murray 
Stephan Welz, 7.11.90, lot 104 
Ashworth Collection 
Ashworth Collection 
Ashworth Collection 
Christie's Robson Lowe, 22.7.86, lot 13 
Ashworth Collection 
Christie's Robson Lowe, 18.3.86, lot 104 
Ashworth Collection 
Ashworth Collection 
Holmes, 1971 
Globe International 

Letters written prior to late January 1885 were posted while the column was en route from Cape Town to Stellaland 
Letters sent l a t e r in September 1885 by Col. Methuen were a l l posted at Barkly West 

# 
* 
Ch 
Co 
G 
Hu 
Ha 
Ho 

Telegraph o f f i c e datestamp 
Wynberg datestamp ( l e t t e r addressed to Wynberg, Cape Colony) 
Trooper R.B.B. Ch r i s t i e , 1st Mounted Ri f l e s M Colonel Methuen, O.C. 1st Mounted Ri f l e s 
Sergeant E.H. Cox, 1st Mounted R i f l e s Y Trooper C. Yeates, 1st Mounted Ri f l e s 
Captain R.H. Gamble, Diamond Field Horse N Trooper Norbury, 1st Mounted Ri f l e s 
Lieutenant W.C. Hussey, R.E. S Lieutenant E.G.A. Sanford, 1st Mounted Ri f l e s 
Letter addressed to Mrs Haynes, probably by one of her two sons. Lieutenants C.E. and A.E. Haynes, R.E. 
Trooper R. Holmes, 2nd Mounted R i f l e s 



Christ ie 's Robson L o w e , 18.3.86, lots 101-105 and 22.7.86, lots 10 and 11. It is 
evident from Table 2 that mail was normally despatched southwards from B a r k l y 
West on a Monday and reached Cape T o w n two days later. However, on two 
occasions the mail was despatched on a Sunday and reached Cape T o w n the following 
Tuesday. Nine other covers, representing seven different despathces, wh ich bear 
B a r k l y West transit marks dated Saturday or Sunday may have been datestamped 
when the mai l cart from Mafeking (or a despatch rider) arr ived at B a r k l y West, as 
they al l reached Cape T o w n on a Wednesday. It is certainly significant that letters 
datestamped at B a r k l y West on the 29th and 30th March both reached Cape T o w n the 
fol lowing Wednesday, as did letters datestamped at B a r k l y West on the 12th and 13th 
A p r i l . 

T h e Orange R i v e r - Kimber ley section of the rai lway was opened on the 28th 
November, 1885, but Methuen's letters posted at B a r k l y West in September (not 
listed) suggest that a daily service l inking Cape T o w n and B a r k l y West may have 
been i n operation before the line was completed. 

None of the covers listed in Table 2 bear any indication as to where they 
were posted. However, al l the covers sent by Hussey and Norbury contain the 
original letters, and many of those comprising the Methuen correspondence contain 
photocopies of single pages of the original letters recording when and where they 
were wri t ten. The earliest Methuen cover sent from Mari tzani , near Mafeking, is 
franked wi th s ix Cape I d stamps, which were cancelled at B a r k l y West on Sunday the 
29th March , 1885. The letter was therefore probably carried on the mail cart wh ich 
was scheduled to leave Mafeking on Tuesday the 24th March and arrive at B a r k l y 
West on the evening of the 28th. The ' T ' mark indicating that it was underfranked 
was struck at Cape T o w n on ' A P 1 / 85' (backstamp). The manuscript annotation, 
"2/3", indicating the amount may have been written at B a r k l y West as it was normal 
practice for Cape T o w n to indicate such amounts with a handstamp. (The receiving 
office would indicate whether or not any additional penalty was to be applied.) 
However , 2s 3d must have been incorrect as the Cape rate to U K was 6d per half 
ounce. T h e letter was found open and resealed with an off icial label by the 
Plymouth and Bris tol Sorting Carriage on ' A P 2 2 / 85'. The manuscript annotation 
"2/3" was cancelled wi th strikes of the obliterator coded 'B16 ' , and a further 
handstamp struck to indicate that the addressee was required to pay 2s 6d. T h e letter 
therefore presumably weighed between 21 and 3 oz. 

T h e Methuen cover which contained a letter written at Sitlagoli between the 
22nd and 26th A p r i l , 1885, was presumably despatched with the mail cart scheduled 
to leave Sitlagoli on Wednesday the 29th A p r i l and arrive at B a r k l y West during the 
evening of Saturday the 2nd May, as the franking, a single Cape 6d stamp, was 
cancelled there on ' M Y 3 / 85' . T h i s letter was also underfranked, and was treated 
s imilar ly to the first. The ' T ' mark was struck at Cape T o w n on ' M Y 6 / 85' . The 
manuscript annotation "9" is more l ikely to be an inverted '6 ' , but was in any case 
again cancelled with the 'B16 ' obliterator and a further handstamp struck to indicate 
that the addressee was to pay I s . T h i s letter therefore weighed between 1 and l i oz. 

Also illustrated is a cover franked at the I d soldier's letter rate posted by No. 
577 Trooper C . Yeates of the 1st Mounted Rif les . The franking was cancelled at 
B a r k l y West on ' M Y 18 / 85' . Backstamps record that the letter reached Cape T o w n 
on ' M Y 20 / 85 ' and Leeds on ' 1 8 J U / 85'. 

Military postage rates 

Soldier 's letters are usually franked at the I d concession rate. Holmes (16), 
for example, records that all the letters he listed (see Table 2) were franked wi th I d 
Cape stamps. Officers were, however, required to frank their mail at the appropriate 
Cape rate, hence Col . Methuen's letters to U K , when stamps were available, were 
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lis. 

1885 Staispless 'On Active Service' cover to UK from Capt. R H Ganble, 
Diamond Field Horse. Barkly G.U. cds (MY 3/85). (Holmes, 1971 pl.1) 

1885 Stampless cover to UK from Trooper R Holmes, 2nd Mounted R i f l e s , 
Barkly 6,U, cds (JA 26/85), (Courtesy J L Visser), 

I 
*>• 
03 
O 

I 

1885 Id soldier's rate cover to UK from Trooper Norbury, D Troop, 1st Mounted Soldier's rate cover to Scotland from Trooper B Christie, 1st 
Ri f l e s . Cape Id cancelled Barkly 6.U. cds (MY 3/85), (courtesy C Roch6) Mounted R i f l e s , Barkly 6.U.(FE 6/85) cds. (courtesy Argyll Etkin) 



franked 6d and his letters to the Cape, where his wife was resident during the later 
stages of the campaign, 2d. He probably had no means of weighing his letters and 
several were underfranked. In most cases no penalty was applied and his wife paid 
only the deficient postage. (Th i s was normal practice in the case of mai l from troops 
on active service.) Some underfranked mail was apparently not charged, but this was 
probably an oversight. 

Incoming mail 

In May 1983 Stamp Magazine reported the discovery of s ix covers addressed 
to L t Ra lph W. Anstruther (later Si r Ralph Anstruther, Bar t . ) , Officer Commanding 
No. 1 Section, Telegraph Battalion, Roya l Engineers, then serving wi th the 
Bechuanaland F ie ld Force. A further cover was included in the Holmes Collection. 
Unfortunately the transit markings have generally not been reported. What is known 
regarding incoming items of mail is summarised in Table 3. 

According to the off icial diaries (17) No. 1 Section, Telegraph Battalion, R . E . , 
did not leave Cape T o w n unti l the evening of the 21st December, 1884. T h e first 
two letters listed in Table 3 would therefore have been delivered in Cape T o w n . 
(The barred oval diamond obliterator coded ' 1 ' was used at Cape T o w n - not 
K i m b e r l e y - to cancel the '3d' tax mark on the earliest cover.) The third letter must 
have been delivered before No. 1 Section arrived at B a r k l y West on the 8th January, 
1885, as there is no B a r k l y West arr ival mark. Anstruther was in the Mari tzani -
Madibi area, northeast of Sitlagoli in mid-March when he received the fourth letter 
listed. He was appointed Inspector of the Groot Choing - Mafeking section on the 
2nd A p r i l , and may have been anywhere between those two points when he received 
the letter wh ich passed through B a r k l y West later that month. 

Table 3 Incoming military mail 

P L A C E A N D D A T E 
O F P O S T I N G 

Pi t tenweem* 1.12.84 26.12.84 

C a i r o * 2.12.84 

Ed inbu rgh* 10.12.84 
S. Kens ington* 19. 2.85 
Aldershot* 
Cape T o w n * 
Bal lybrophy** 
Cape T o w n * 
Cape T o w n * 

10. 3.85 
? ? 

1. 4.85 
28? 5.85 
15. 6.85 

C A P E B A R K L Y R E F E R E N C E 
T O W N W E S T 

26.12.84 - Stamp Collecting, May 1983, p.89 
Ashworth Collection 

? ? - - Rigby Postal History Auctions, 
13.2.65, lot 221 

? ? - Harmers, 29.10.81, lot 1297 
13. 3.85 16. 3.85 Ri tchie Bodi ly 

1. 4.85 6. 4.85 A r g y l l E t k i n 
? ? 16. 4.85 Douglas Roth 

22. 4.85 ? ? Stephen Murray 
28? 5.85 1. 6.85 Roche Collection 
15. 6.85 18. 6.85 Stephan Welz, 13.11.89, lot 172 

* addressed to L t R .W. Anstruther, R E 
* addressed to Capt. Lancaster, 4th Pioneers 
** addressed to L t . F . Higginson, Methuen's Horse 
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W a r r e n E x p e d i t i o n - I n c o m i n g C o v e r s 

1885 Incoming cover from Aldershot (Mar 10), U.K. addressed to Lieutenant Ralph W 
Anstruther who was the Officer Commanding No.l Section, Telegraph Battalion, 
Royal Engineers then serving with the Bechuanaland Fi e l d Force. Backstamped Cape 
Town (Apr 1) and Barkly G. W. (Apr 6). ( I l l u s t r a t i o n courtesy of J L Visser) 

1885 Incoming cover from Cape Town (May 8 ) addressed to 'Captain Lancaster, 4th 
Pioneers, Maritsani, Bechuanaland'. The 4th Pioneers were one of the four Volun­
teer regiments which were raised in Cape Town and which accompanied the Warren 
Expedition. Backstamped Barkly G. W. (Jun 1). ( I l l u s t r a t i o n courtesy of C Roch6) 
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C H E C K L I S T O F B E C H U A N A L A N D P O S T M A R K S : T H E L E T T E R 'G' 

Hamish Campbell & Brian Trotter 

This checklist covers a l l postal markings so fa r recorded for post o f f i c e s and 
agencies in the Bechuanalands that begin with the l e t t e r 'G'. I t continues with 
the same format as the previous checklists published in the Runner Post. 

This checklist i s dominated by Geberones postal markings. The orig i n a l Village 
of Gaberones was established around 1887. The Bechuanaland Border Police set up 
a fort there in the early 1890's. An 1892 cover to a Lance Corporal Atkinson in 
G. Troop Stationed at Fort Gaberones i s i l l u s t r a t e d below, The cover i s back-
stamped Gaberones, October 1892. This must have been at around the time that 
the Gaberones Office opened, though i t doesn't appear to have been l i s t e d i n the 
Cape P.O. Guide u n t i l August 1893. 

In 1897 the railway being built from Mafeking to Bulawayo passed about 4km from 
Gaberones. A post off i c e was opened at Gaberones Station as well, f i r s t being 
l i s t e d i n the Cape P.O. Guide In October 1897. Gaberones became a D i s t r i c t Head­
quarters for the Protectorate Administration, and the Administrative Headquarters 
of the country was moved to the newly built c a p i t a l before Independence in 1966. 

From 1897 onwards the P.O. Guide l i s t s 2 Gaberones offices. F i r s t at Gaberones 
and Gaberones Station, then Gaberones Village and Gaberones Station, and f i n a l l y 
Gaberones and Gaberones Village. 

GABANE No. 1 Type 2 B 63 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

17.5mm & 26mm 

Sep 28, 1948 
Apr 23, 1965 
A, E 
5 
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GABERONES No. 1 Type 1 A 

Circle diameter 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

22mm 

Oct 14, 1892 
Nov 24, 1895 
None 
6 

Two recorded examples have month and day transposed, 
to t h i s office. No. Recorded to date: 1. 

BONC No. 568 was allocated 

No. 2 Type 1 B 5 

Circle diameter 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

22mm 

Jun 27, 
Aug 23, 
None, C 
28 

1893 
1899 

DO 

No. 3 Type 1 B 18 

Circle diameter 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

Three recorded items have one digit of the year missing, 
considered in the e a r l i e s t and l a t e s t recording. 

24mm 

Apr 21, 1900 
Jun 9, 1911 
None 
10 

These have not been 

No. 4 Type 2 G 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

21mm & 32mm 

Mar 1, 1965 
Jan 24, 1966 
A 
15 

No. 5 Type 2 G 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

21mm & 32mm 

Jan 5, 1965 
Nov 8, 1965 
A, B 
8 
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No. 6 Type 2 G 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

21mm & 32mm 

Feb 16, 1965 
May 16, 1966 
A, B 
4 

No. 7 Type 2 G 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

17.5mm & 26mm 

Mar 1, 1965 
Apr 15, 1965 
A 
4 

No. 8 Type 2 G 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

No. 9 Type 2 A 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

17.5mm & 26mm 

Apr 15, 1965 
Apr 15, 1965 
A 
2 

21mm & 32mm 

Nov 1, 1965 
Nov 1, 1965 
A 
1 

GABERONES STATION No. 1 Type 1 B 3 

25mm 

Mar 10, 1890 
Mar 2, 1914 
None 
33 

Eleven recorded items have day and month transposed. One recorded item has day 
and year omitted, but other markings on the same cover indicate 1900 as the 
year. Two recorded items are struck in violet, and two in blue. Four recorded 
items have one digit of the year omitted, probably the "0" for the f i r s t decade 
of the century, as one of them i s on cover, where the year 1904 i s confirmed by 
other markings (This cancellation shows JU 1/ 4). 
The 2 e a r l i e s t recorded markings are MR 10/90 and JY 1/90. The next e a r l i e s t i s 
AU 10/98. The railway only reached Gaberones (or rather by-passed i t by about 4 
kilometres) in 1897. So these 2 very early s t r i k e s are probably errors or 'by 
favour' cancellations. 

Circle diameter 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 
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No. 2 Type 2 B 20 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

21mm & 32mm 

J u l 14, 1914 
Nov 11, 1936 
See note below 
25 

Recorded items have v i s i b l e 'stops' a f t e r day and/or month, and a hyphen before 
or a f t e r the year. One recorded item has a 'block' before the year. 

No. 3 Type 2 B 20 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

18mm & 26mm 

Sep 30, 1937 
Aug 23, 1968 
A, B, C, D, None 
47 

Recorded items dated 1940 or before have no codes. No recorded item i s dated 
1941, but the next recorded item i s 25 IV 42 has code A. Presumably codes were 
introduced between 3 I 40 (l a s t recorded item without a code) and Apr i l 1942. 

No. 4 Type 2 B 14 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

19mm & 30mm 

Dec 9, 1957 
Dec 22, 1964 
A, B 
12 

No. Rl Type 1 F 73 

Circle diameter 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

23mm 

Oct 8, 1935 
Oct 11, 1935 
None 
2 

The Oct 8 item recorded i s on cover with 4 s t r i k e s of t h i s r e l i e f canceller. 

No. RG 1 

Box dimensions 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Number recorded so f a r 

22mm & 55mm 

Jan 2, 1923 
Jan 2, 1923 
1 
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No. RG 2 

Cibcrones Stalisa. Box dimensions : 23mm & 54mm 

r'j 9.••••«•«•••••«•«««•«••«•••• 
- -* 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 

: Dec 21, 
: Dec 21, 

1932 
1932 

Number recorded so f a r : 1 

p;, . 

No. RG 3 

Box dimensions 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Number recorded so f a r 

23mm & 59mm 

Jan 3, 1940 
Apr 12, 1947 
5 

STATION MASTER 

-i.,6-A.n. 082 S.A-flU 

GABERONES 

STASI E M E E S T E R 

No. RL 1 

Box dimensions 30mm & 50mm 

None have been recorded so far. The i l l u s ­
t r a tion comes from the a r t i c l e "The Railway 
Letter Post In Bechuanaland Protectorate" by 
Helmuth Hagen that appeared in Runner Post No. 
3, Spring 1986. 

GABERONES VILLAGE No. 1 Type 2 A 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 

18mm & 27.5mm 

Aug 15, 1921 
Aug 26, 1958 
A, F, hyphen, 
double hyphen 
32 Number recorded so fa r 

Recorded items have 'stops' a f t e r day and/or year, and code i s usually the year. 

No. 2 Type 2 A 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

20mm & 32mm 

Dec 11, 1959 
Dec 11, 1959 
6 - see note 
2 

The two items recorded d i f f e r from No. 3 below by; 
1. Month in 3 l e t t e r s vs Roman numerals 
2. Office name in shorter, thicker l e t t e r s . 

Both recorded items have a small '6' between month and year where the code i s 
normally recorded. Day and month are not clear in the second recorded item, so 
only the single clear item has been used for e a r l i e s t and lat e s t recording. 
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No. 3 Type 2 A 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

20mm & 32.5mm 

Sep 16, 1960 
J u l 24, 1964 
A 
8 

Some items recorded show a 'stop' a f t e r day. This canceller continued in use 
af t e r Independence. 

No. 4 Type 3 B 2 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

18mm & 31mm 

Sep 5, 1964 
J u l 29, 1966 
Block, hyphen 
8 

Year slugs are followed by a combination of lower hyphen, higher hyphen, single 
block, 2 v e r t i c a l dots and double block (see i l l u s t r a t i o n above) or lower hyphen, 
2 higher hyphens, 2 v e r t i c a l dots, and double block. 

CABEr.ONcS VitLACt-
No. RG 1 

Box dimensions 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Number recorded so f a r 

24mm & 60mm 

May 8, 1958 
Aug 26, 1958 
2 

21mm & 32mm 

May 31, 1894 
Jan 30, 1916 
None 
19 

BONC No. 181 was allocated to t h i s office. No. recorded so far; 4. Six of the 
recorded items have the second digit of the year omitted and two have a raised 
second digit of the year for 94. Eighteen of the recorded items are either for 
1894 or have the f i r s t year digit as 9 and the second digit omitted. This makes 
the l a t e s t recorded item of JA 30/16 suspect. Seven recorded items have month 
and day transposed. 

GELUK No. 1 Type 1 B 3 

Circle diameter 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

No. 1 Type 1 B 3 

I l l u s t r a t i o n from Stanley Gibbons sale June 26, 
1987. No details recorded. The offi c e was 
opened just before B r i t i s h Bechuanaland was 
annexed to the Cape in 1895. 
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GHANZI No. 1 Type 2 E 62 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so fa r 

17mm & 26mm 

J u l 7, 1922 
Aug 22, 1938 
A, B, F, Block 
14 

Incomplete dates of Jan 1922 and Feb 1942 recorded show e a r l i e s t and lat e s t 
recorded dates before and af t e r those l i s t e d above. Since the f u l l date i s not 
known (only day missing), they have not been used. 

No. 2 Type 2 B 18 

Circle diameters 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so fa r 

19mm & 29mm 

May 27, 1957 
Aug 24, 1966 
None 
23 

No. RG 1 

Box dimensions 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Number recorded so fa r 

25.5mm & 53mm 

May 27, 1957 
May 27, 1957 
1 

GROOT CHWAING No. 1 Type 1 B 3 

Circle diameter 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 
Number recorded so f a r 

23mm 

Jan 16, 1894 
Oct 4, 1894 
None 
5 

One of the 5 recorded items i s for Nov 1894, but day i s not known, so i t has not 
been used for l a t e s t recorded usage. BONC 478 was allocated to th i s office. No. 
recorded so far: 3. 

GUBULAWAYO 

Co ^ 

No. 1 Type 1 B 11 

Circle diameter 23mm 

Several s t r i k e s of t h i s rare marking are known; 
but not a l l recorded by th i s group. The word 
'Bechuanaland' was subsequently excised to pre­
vent d i f f i c u l t i e s with Lobengula. See No. 2 
below. 
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No. 2 Type 1 A 

: 23mm 

: Mar 7, 1895 
: Jun 11, 1895 

2 - see note 
below 

: 11 

A l l except the 2 recorded items used for e a r l i e s t and la t e s t usage have incomp­
lete dates, 5 with the second year digit omitted (the f i r s t digit always being 9), 
three of them with a hyphen instead of the second year digit. One in which only 
the year i s v i s i b l e i s reported to be 93. Three of the recorded items have a '2' 
above the date. BONC No. 678 was allocated to th i s office. No. recorded so far: 
3. Most s t r i k e s are on BSAC stamps. Only Gubulawayo No. 1 r e a l l y belongs in the 
Bechuanalands postmark Checklist, No. 2 i s recorded only because i t i s the same 
canceller with the word 'Bechuanaland' excised. 

Circle diameter 

E a r l i e s t recorded date 
Latest recorded date 
Codes recorded 

Number recorded so f a r 

We have received help from Howard Cook, Jim Ca t t e r a l l , Dennis F i r t h , Mike George, 
S i r John Inglefield-Watson, Alan MacGregor, Roy Se t t e r f i e l d , Anne Southwood, and 
Bir g i t Sten-Jensen. 
Note that i l l u s t r a t i o n s can be s l i g h t l y enlarged or distorted due to photocopying. 
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L I S T OF POST OFFICES AND AGENCIES AS OF 1-^-06-1991 

1. Bobonong 
2. Bokaa 
3. B o k s p i t s 
4. BoncLeng 
5. Boribamo 
6. Bocshabelo 
7. BroadhursC 
8. C h a r l e s h i l L 
9. Dibece 
10. Digawana 
11. DyCLwe 
12. Ecsha 
13. F r a n c i s c o w n 
14. Gabane 
15. Gaborone 
16. Gaborone V i l l a g e 
17. GanCsi 
18. Gotnare 
19. Good Hope 
20. GweCa 
21. Hebron 
22. Hukuntsi 
23. Jwaneng 
lU. Kalakamaci 
25. Kalaraare 
26. K a L k f o n t e i n 
27. Kang 
28. Kanye 
29. K a r a k u b i s 
30. Kasane 
31. Kavimba 
32. Khakhea 
33. Khudumelapye 
34. Khumaga 
35. Kobejango 
36. KoLe 
37. Kopong 
38. Kumakwane 
39. Lecheng 
40. LehuCuCu 
4 1 . L e n t s w e - l e - M o r i c i 
42. L e n c s w e l e t a u 
43. L e r a l a 
44. Lephephe 
45. LeClhakane 
46. Leclhakeng 
47. Lobacse 
48. Lokgwabe 
49. LoClhakane 
50. Mabeleapudi 
51. Mabule 
52. Mabucsane 
53. Machaneng 
54. Madiba" 
55. Magopane 

MTCo 
POA 
POA 
MTCO 
POA 
MTCO 
MTCO 
MTO 
POA 
MO 
POA 
MO 
MTCO 
MTCO 
MTCO 
MTCO 
MTCO 
MO 
MO 
MTO 
POA 
MTO 
MTco 
POA 
POA 
POA 
MO 
MTCO 
POA 
MTco 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
MTCO 
MTCO 
POA 
MTCO 
MTCO 
MTCO 
POA 
PA 
POA 
POA 
MO 
MTCO 
PA 
PA 

56. Mahalapye 
57. Mahikana 
58. MaiCengwe 
59. Majwaneng 
60. Makaleng 
61. Makalamabedi 
62. Makwace 
53. Manyana 
54. MaokaCuma 
65. Maokane 
66. Mapoka 
67. Marapong 
58. Masunga 
69. MaChaChane 
70. Machangwane 
71. MaCsiLoje 
72. Machubancwa 
73. Maun 
74. Maunaclala 
75. Mmadinare 
75. Mmankgodi 
77. MraaphashaLa l a 
78. Mmashoro 
79. MmacheChe 
80. MmaCshumo 
81. MmucLane 
82. MeClobo 
83. MeClojane 
84. MiddlepiCs 
85. Mochudi 
85. Modipane 
87. Moeng 
88. Mogapi 
89. MogodiCshane 
90. Mogobane 
91. Mogorosi 
92. Moiyabana 
93. Molalacau 
94. MoLapowabojang 
95. MoLepoLole 
96. Monarch 
97. Mookane 
98. Mopipi 
99. Morwa 
100. Mosu 
101. Moshupa 
102 . Mosoma'ne 
103. Mocokwe 
10.4. NaCa 
105. Nlaphwane 
106. Nkange 
107. Nojane 
108. Nswasl 
109. NClhanclhe 
110. Odi 

MTCO 
MTCO 
MO 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
MO 
POA 
POA 
POA 
MO 
POA 
POA 
MTCO 
MTco 
MTCO 
MTCO 
MTCO 
MO 
POA 
POA 
MO 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
MO 
MTCO 
POA 
MTCO 
POA 
MTCO 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
MTCO 
MTCO 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
MTco 
POA 
POA 
MTO 
POA 
MO 
POA 
POA 
POA 
MTCO 
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111. Orapa MTCO 
112. Ocse MTco 
113. P a j e POA 
114. Palapye MTco 
115. P a l l a r o a d POA 
116. PapacLo POA 
117. Parakarungu POA 
118. Peleng V i l l a g e POA 
119. P i l i k w e MTCO 
120. P i t s a n e MTco 
121. R a d i s e l e POA 
122. Rakops MTO 
123. Ramokgonami POA 
124. Ramokgwebane MTco 
125. Ramocswa SCaCion MTCO 
126. Ramotswa V i l l a g e MTco 
127. Ranaka POA 
128. Rasesa POA 
129. SaCau POA 
130. Sebina MTCO 
131. Sechele POA 
132. Sedibeng MTCO 
133. S e fhare MTCO 
134. Sefhophe ;^Tco 
135. SehiCwa MTO 
136. S e l e k a POA 
137. S e l i b e Phikwe MTCO 
138. Semolale , POA 

139. SereCse Khama AirporC MTO 
140. Serowe MTCO 
141. S e r u l e MTCO 
142. Shakawe . MTO 
143. Shashe MTCO 
144. Sherwood Ranch MTCO 
145. Shoshong MTCO 
146. Sikwane MTCO 
147. So jwe MO 
148. Taka cokwane POA 
149 . Tama sane POA 
150. Tacicown MTCO 
151. Thabala POA 
152. Thamaga MTCO 
153. Tlokweng MTCO 
154. Tonoca MTCO 
155. Toromoja POA 
156. Tsabong MTO 
157. TseCsebye MO 
158. Tshane POA 
159. Tshesebe MTCO 
160. Tshimoyapula POA 
161. Tucume MTCO 
162. Werda MTO 
163. Wood H a i l POA 
164. Xhomo POA 
165. Zwenshambe POA 

KEY 

MTCO = Money Order, Savings Bank, Telegraph and Telephone Offices 
^frO = Money Order, Savings Banl< and Telephone Office 
MO = Money Order and Savings Bank 
POA = PosCal Order Agency 
PA = PosCal Agency 
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