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The Bechuanalands and Botswana S o c i e t y 1992 

EDITOR' S COMMENTS 
We a r e s ad to r epo r t the dea ths o f Mr W R ' B i l l ' Har t o f Shrewsbury , U.K. and Mr 
B I l l m a n of Johannesburg, B i l l Har t , an e a r l y member o f the BBS was a w e l l known 
and knowledgeable dea le r , i n t e r n a t i o n a l judge, member o f BPA E x p e r t i s i n g and 
author . Benny I l l m a n was a major f i g u r e i n South A f r i c a n p h i l a t e l y and w i l l be 
s a d l y missed . Amongst h i s many c o l l e c t i n g i n t e r e s t s were h i s 'Unappropria ted D i e s ' 
which he e x h i b i t e d a t ' Johannesburg 100' i n 1986, Tha t e x h i b i t , shown under the 
grouping ' C o l l e c t i o n s not inc luded e l sewhere ' , was awarded a Gold medal and 
inc luded more Bechuanaland m a t e r i a l than one s e e s i n many 'pure ' Bechuanaland 
e x h i b i t s ! We extend our sympath ies to t h e i r f a m i l i e s . ( F u l l o b i t u a r i e s i n RP 30) , 

Cumulative Index 
J i m C a t t e r a l l has , d e s p i t e i n i t i a l r e l u c t a n c e ( ! ) , produced a superb t h r ee page 
Cumula t ive Index c o v e r i n g a l l i s s u e s from N e w s l e t t e r No, 1 to Runner Post No,25, 
T h i s i n v a l u a b l e r e f e r e n c e w i l l be found a s a f r ee supplement to t h i s i s s u e . Our 
s i n c e r e thanks to J im fo r a l l h i s hard work w i t h t h i s t ime consuming task . 

P o s t a l Bid S a l e (Auction) Number 8 (UK) 
A l s o enc losed a s a supplement i s our l a t e s t 114 l o t ' P o s t a l B i d S a l e ' , Thanks once 
aga in to the vendors and to our Hon Auc t ionee r , Tony C h i l t o n , f o r runn ing i t . 

Archive S e r v i c e 
Copies of pages or a r t i c l e s i n the Runner Post w i l l now be ob ta inab le a t the r a t e 
o f 12p per page p l u s postage and packing . Complete R,P, ' s a r e not a v a i l a b l e . 

Orders shou ld s t a t e c l e a r l y : 1, Name, address and post code, 
2, Refe rence no. from index i f pos s ib l e , 
3, Fo r o v e r s e a s members, s u r f a c e or a i r ma i l . 

Orders to: J i m C a t t e r a l l , T r e v e s s a , Upper C a s t l e Road, S t . Mawes, 
T r u r o , C o r n w a l l , TR2 5BZ UK 

I n o rder to min imise c o s t s , members i n South A f r i c a may order through our E d i t o r 
A lan MacGregor, members e l s ewhere shou ld remi t to J i m C a t t e r a l l a t the above 
address . P r o f i t s , i f any, from t h i s s e r v i c e w i l l go to B&B S o c i e t y Funds. 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
HELD IN THE CELLAR BAR, THE BARLEY MOW, HORSEFERRY ROAD, LONDON 

ON WEDNESDAY 14th OCTOBER 1992, COMMENCING AT 2.00pm 

Members Present: 
John I n g l e f i e l d - W a t s o n (Chairman), P e t e r van der Molen, Aubrey Glassborow, Mike 
George, A l a n D r y s d a l l , Tony C h i l t o n , Roy S e t t e r f i e l d , J i m C a t t e r a l l , A lan MacGregor, 
Dennis F i r t h and Arno ld Berman, 

Apologies For Absence: 
David Hardwick, R i c h a r d S t r o u d and K e v i n Ashworth . 

1. The Minutes: 
of the Annual G e n e r a l Meet ing he ld on 5 t h October 1991 were t aken a s r ead and 
s igned a s a c o r r e c t r eco rd . T h e r e were no m a t t e r s a r i s i n g . 

2. Secretary's Report: 
Mike George s a i d tha t the S o c i e t y has cont inued i n good h e a l t h throughout the 
year , the membership now s t a n d i n g a t 99. H i s work had v e r y much been a ided by 
the o ther o f f i c e r s , e s p e c i a l l y the E d i t o r , A l a n MacGregor, who has now taken over 
f u l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r Runner Post , i n c l u d i n g a l l the p r e p a r a t i o n work and 
p r i n t i n g , Mike was v e r y happy to be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the S o c i e t y , both p h i l a t e l i c -
a l l y and p e r s o n a l l y . 

3. Treasurer's Report: 
The accounts fo r the y e a r ending 3 0 t h June 1992 showed income of £ 8 3 2 , 6 8 , w i t h 
expend i tu re o f £ 4 1 6 , 1 2 , making a s u r p l u s fo r the y e a r o f £ 4 1 6 , 5 6 and w i t h net 
c u r r e n t a s s e t s o f £ 1 1 7 0 , 0 7 . 
Aubrey i n h i s r epo r t s t a t e d t ha t i t i s p l e a s i n g to r e p o r t a s a t i s f a c t o r y 
f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n . The y e a r s s u r p l u s o f £ 4 1 6 had r e s u l t e d p r i m a r i l y from the 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y h igh a u c t i o n commission o f £ 2 1 7 . 5 0 and from Runner Post product ion 
c o s t s (up to i s s u e 2 6 ) be ing he ld a t a non s u s t a i n a b l y low f i g u r e . Looking 
forward (and d i s r e g a r d i n g a u c t i o n commission), p rovided tha t s u b s c r i p t i o n s remain 
on ly s t a t i c , the r e s u l t a n t income may be expec ted to cover f u t u r e Runner Post 
c o s t s which a r e e s t i m a t e d to r i s e by about 50% to around £ 4 8 0 / £ 5 0 0 per annum. 
Acceptance o f the accoun ts was proposed by Dennis F i r t h , seconded by A l a n 
D r y s d a l l and c a r r i e d . The Chairman proposed a vo te o f thanks to David Hardwick 
for a c t i n g as Aud i to r . 

4. Subscription Rates for 1993/1994: 
The Committee recommended tha t the Uni ted Kingdom r a t e shou ld remain unchanged 
at £ 1 0 . 0 0 , The South A f r i c a n c o n t r i b u t i o n to the UK would remain unchanged a t 
RIO,00, As the South A f r i c a n s u b s c r i p t i o n does not cover the f u l l cos t of Runner 
Post , i t was recommended tha t t h i s be i n c r e a s e d to a maximum of R40,00, which 
would cover the cos t of Runner Post , The Botswana s u b s c r i p t i o n would be 
i n c r e a s e d to £7 s t e r l i n g . The Committee had looked i n t o the p o s s i b i l i t y o f 
i n t r o d u c i n g an a i r m a i l s u r c h a r g e fo r members l i v i n g i n remote p a r t s of the wor ld , 
but recommended t ha t t h i s should not be in t roduced . Adoption of the above 
recommendations was proposed by J i m C a t t e r a l l , seconded by Roy S e t t e r f i e l d and 
agreed. 

5. Chairman's Report: 
F i r s t the good news. As the Hon. S e c r e t a r y and T r e a s u r e r have a l r e a d y repor ted , 
membership con t inues to f l o u r i s h and our f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n i s v e r y hea l thy . From 
a p h i l a t e l i c point o f v iew the S o c i e t y i s t h r i v i n g . The a r t i c l e s i n Runner Post 
r eco rd the r e s u l t s o f many i n t e r e s t i n g s t u d i e s and d i s c o v e r i e s , l a r g e and s m a l l , 
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tha t add to our knowledge and p rov ide i n fo rma t ion tha t we would be u n l i k e l y to 
a c q u i r e i n i s o l a t i o n a s i n d i v i d u a l c o l l e c t o r s . I would l i k e to pay p a r t i c u l a r 
t r i b u t e to B r i a n T r o t t e r , not on ly fo r h i s work i n c o - o r d i n a t i n g the Bechuana
lands p o s t a l mark ings s tudy , which i s now l a r g e l y completed, but e s p e c i a l l y fo r 
t a k i n g on the same c o - o r d i n a t i n g r o l e fo r the p o s t a l markings of Botswana. T h i s 
e x c i t i n g new prospec t i n v o l v e s a r e v i s e d Typology not on ly for Botswana, but 
r e t r o s p e c t i v e l y to the Bechuanalands. T h i s Typology, which w i l l be made a v a i l a b l e 
to S o c i e t y members i n due course , i s a l r e a d y i n f i n a l d r a f t , and has been i s s u e d 
to members of the newly formed P r o j e c t Team who a r e beginning to r eco rd the 
Botswana markings . I n the long term we env i sage p u b l i c a t i o n i n book form o f 
updated v e r s i o n s o f the Bechuanalands markings a r t i c l e s t ha t have appeared i n 
Runner Pos t , t oge the r w i t h the Botswana markings . 
The j e w e l i n the S o c i e t y ' s crown i s w i thou t doubt Runner Post , for which our 
E d i t o r , A lan MacGregor, d e s e r v e s our c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s . Nor must we fo rge t those 
members who c o n t r i b u t e the raw m a t e r i a l f o r p u b l i c a t i o n . Mention must a l s o be 
made o f the May 1992 Auc t ion , a g r e a t s u c c e s s and boost to the S o c i e t y ' s funds, 
thanks to our Auc t ionee r , Tony C h i l t o n , and to the w i n d f a l l o f the l a t e P h i l i p 
C a t t e l l ' s m a t e r i a l . Without the l a t t e r i t would have been a d i f f e r e n t s t o r y . 
Hopeful ly the p r i c e s r e a l i s e d w i l l persuade more members to support f u t u r e 
a u c t i o n s by c o n t r i b u t i n g m a t e r i a l fo r s a l e . 

Next, the bad news, and i t i s bad. At tendance a t meet ings has aga in been a g r e a t 
disappointment . As an a l t e r n a t i v e to the o r i g i n a l mid-week meetings du r ing 
Stampex we have t r i e d Sa tu rday meet ings both d u r i n g and s e p a r a t e l y from Stampex, 
w i t h even l e s s s u c c e s s . We have t r i e d to devote as much t ime as p o s s i b l e to the 
p h i l a t e l i c content o f meet ings, and have in t roduced new a l t e r n a t i v e s to d i s p l a y s 
i n the form o f compet i t ions and s t u d y p ro j ec t s /workshops . The q u e s t i o n n a i r e 
s u g g e s t i n g o c c a s i o n a l r e s i d e n t i a l weekend meet ings r e s u l t e d i n i n s u f f i c i e n t 
p o s i t i v e support , 17 r e p l i e s o f which on ly 6 members o f f e r e d d e f i n i t e support , I 
s e r i o u s l y ques t i on whether the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e t ime, e f f o r t and expenses i n v o l v e d 
i n o r g a n i s i n g a second meet ing i n the y e a r i s wor thwh i l e . My appea l a t l a s t 
y e a r ' s A,G,M., not the f i r s t t ha t I have made, for 'new blood' to o f f e r to s e r v e a s 
O f f i c e r s o f the S o c i e t y , f e l l on deaf' e a r s . As a r e s u l t the Committee decided to 
i n v e s t i g a t e whether our South A f r i c a n members would be w i l l i n g to t ake on the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the S o c i e t y , a t l e a s t f o r the t ime being. E x t e n s i v e soundings, 
through Howard Cook the present South A f r i c a n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , proved u n f r u i t f u l . 
The s i t u a t i o n i s now s e r i o u s but I w i l l l e ave i t u n t i l l a t e r i n the meeting, 
a f t e r the e l e c t i o n o f O f f i c e r s , f o r the i m p l i c a t i o n s to be s p e l t out . F i n a l l y my 
s i n c e r e thanks to a l l members o f the outgoing Committee fo r t h e i r ha rd work and 
support ove r the pas t two y e a r s o f my term i n o f f i c e . 

6. Election of Officers: 
At t h i s j u n c t u r e J im C a t t e r a l l took over the Cha i r . I t was proposed by Mike 
George and seconded by Arno ld Berman, t ha t S i r John I n g l e f i e ld -Watson , B a r t , be 
r e - e l e c t e d a s Chairman. T h i s was agreed and he aga in took over a s Chairman o f 
the meeting. 
I t was proposed by J i m C a t t e r a l l and seconded by Roy S e t t e r f i e l d tha t the o ther 
O f f i c e r s and Members of the Committee be r e - e l e c t e d en bloc, and t h i s was 
agreed. These a r e a s f o l l o w s : 

Hon. S e c r e t a r y , Mike George; Hon. T r e a s u r e r , Aubrey Glassborow; E d i t o r , A l a n 
MacGregor; Auc t ionee r , Tony C h i l t o n ; Minutes S e c r e t a r y , Dennis F i r t h ; R.S.A, 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , Howard Cook, Botswana R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , Andy Andersson, J i m 
C a t t e r a l l had o f f e r e d to t ake on the Job o f A r c h i v i s t , but when i t was mentioned 
tha t t h i s would i n v o l v e p repa r ing a c u m u l a t i v e index of a r t i c l e s i n Runner Post , 
J i m s a i d he p r e f e r r e d not to do t h i s , so the ma t t e r w i l l be r econs ide red by the 
Committee, Mike George proposed t ha t David Hardwick be e l e c t e d a s Aud i to r , 
seconded by Dennis F i r t h and c a r r i e d . 
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The Bechuanalands and Botswana S o c i e t y 
P r i n c i p a l Accounts 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
Y e a r Ended 3 0 t h June 1992 

INCOME 1992 1991 
.£ f 

S u b s c r i p t i o n s 540.56 451 
Auc t i on Commission 217.50 170 
Misce l l aneous 6.65 6 
Photocopying 6.00 10 
T r a n s f e r from SA - . - 50 
I n t e r e s t (net o f t a x ) 41.42 44 
A d v e r t i s i n g i n Runner Post 20.55 -

832.68 731 

EXPENDITURE 

S u b s c r i p t i o n to BP F e d e r a t i o n 37.50 18 
Meeting Room H i r e 42.50 15 
Runner P o s t s 24 to 27: 

P r i n t i n g 159.21 
Postage 131.27 290.43 288 

S t a t i o n e r y 10.75 19 
Postage 34.89 21 
M i s c e l l a n e o u s 12 

416.12 323 
SURPLUS FOR YEAR 416,56 358 

BALANCE SHEET 
as a t 

30 th June 1992 

CURRENT ASSETS 
Sundry Debtors* 1094.10 
Cash a t Bank 719.54 
Cash a t B u i l d i n g S o c i e t y 941.42 

2755,06 

28 
213 
670 
911 

L e s s Cur r en t L i a b i l i t i e s 
Sundry C r e d i t o r s * * 

NET CURRENT ASSETS 
1584,99 

1170.07 
158 
753 

ACCUMULATED SURPLUS A/C 
Balance a t 1st J u l y 1991 
S u r p l u s i n t h i s y e a r 
Ba lance a t 3 0 t h June 1992 

753 .51 
416.56 

1170,07 

Notes to Accounts 
* A u c t i o n P u r c h a s e r ' s cheques banked i n J u l y 
* • S u b s c r i p t i o n s pa id i n advance £ 4 0 , 0 0 

Auc t i on vendors pa id i n J u l y £ 1 4 2 5 , 9 9 
RP 27 c o s t s pa id i n August £ 1 1 9 . 0 0 

2 7 t h August 1992 
(S igned) 
A B Glassborow FCIS 
Hon. T r e a s u r e r 

(S igned) 
D J Hardwick FCCA 
Hon. A u d i t o r 
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7. An Important Statement by the Chairman Concerning the Society's Future: 
I hope t ha t members w i l l not cons ide r i t p resumpt ious when I t e l l you tha t , i n 
the c i r c u m s t a n c e s d e s c r i b e d i n my e a r l i e r Chairman 's Report , the outgoing Com
mi t t e e thought i t l i k e l y tha t they might f i n d themse lves back i n o f f i c e , and 
t h e r e f o r e cons ide red the S o c i e t y ' s f u t u r e w i t h p a r t i c u l a r r e g a r d to i t s a d m i n i s 
t r a t i o n and r e l a t e d a c t i v i t i e s . The s i t u a t i o n i n r e spec t o f the p r i n c i p a l O f f i c e r s 
i s t h a t : -

a ) My r e - e l e c t i o n a s Chairman means t ha t I w i l l complete the maximum 
f o u r - y e a r cont inuous term pe rmi t t ed by Rule , i n two y e a r s t ime. 

b) The Hon. S e c r e t a r y w i l l i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y be s e e k i n g r e l i e f a t the 
same t ime. Meanwhile i t was w i t h some r e l u c t a n c e t ha t he agreed t o 
cont inue to ho ld the f o r t , and he . u r g e n t l y needs a s s i s t a n c e to l i g h t e n 
h i s load. P o s s i b l e ways of doing t h i s might be to f i n d members w i l l i n g 
to t ake on new pos t s a s Membership S e c r e t a r y and Programme Organ i se r 
(meeting ar rangements , i n c l u d i n g p h i l a t e l i c con ten t ) . 

c ) Our T r e a s u r e r a l s o s e e k s r e l i e f , and meanwhile on ly con t inues on a 
y e a r to y e a r b a s i s . 

None o f the S o c i e t y ' s a c t i v i t i e s can con t inue wi thou t the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and 
f i n a n c i a l back ing provided by the S e c r e t a r y and T r e a s u r e r . 

a ) To con t inue i n e x i s t e n c e the S o c i e t y must a t l e a s t ho ld an Annual 
G e n e r a l Meeting. T h i s and any o ther meeting r e q u i r e s someone to 
o rgan i s e them. 

b) I t must c o l l e c t s u b s c r i p t i o n s and account for i t s f i nances , and 
m a i n t a i n a r e g i s t e r of membership. 

c ) Without membership l i s t s and f i n a n c i a l backing. Runner Post cannot be 
pub l i shed and d i s t r i b u t e d . 

I f no v o l u n t e e r s fo r o f f i c e a re for thcoming, sooner r a t h e r than l a t e r , the l i k e l y 
consequences a r e t h a t : -

a ) Meet ings i n the U,K, w i l l be reduced to one per year , the s t a t u t o r y 
A,G,M. 

b) P u b l i c a t i o n o f Runner Post w i l l be suspended. I f , or perhaps I shou ld 
say when t h i s happens, a compensating adjustment o f the nex t s u b s 
c r i p t i o n , or s i m i l a r a l t e r n a t i v e would be proposed. 

Then, u l t i m a t e l y , and t h i s means IN TWO YEARS TIME, i t w i l l be n e c e s s a r y to 
disband the S o c i e t y , or p l ace i t i n suspended animat ion . 
THE TIME I S LONG PAST FOR WAITING AND HOPING THAT SOMEONE WILL VOLUNTEER. DO 
YOU WANT RUNNER POST. DO YOU WANT THE SOCIETY TO CONTINUE TO E X I S T ? I F SO, 
OFFER YOUR SERVICES. CONTACT MIKE OR MYSELF NOW. 

John I n g l e f i e l d - W a t s o n (Chairman). 
Arno ld Berman sugges ted e n l a r g i n g the Committee w i t h members wi thou t s p e c i f i c 
jobs , so tha t they would be ab l e to become o f f i c e r s i n the f u t u r e . 

8. Any Other Business: 

L o t s fo r the nex t A u c t i o n a r e r e q u i r e d by Tony C h i l t o n as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

Philatelic Programme: 
Pe te r van der Molen p resen ted a d i s p l a y on Bechuanaland and Botswana QE2 
D e f i n i t i v e s . He s a i d tha t the s i z e o f the QE2 d e f i n i t i v e stamps v a r i e s from 
those o f KG5 and KG6. The d i s p l a y showed shee t markings and co lour changes, the 
r e - e n t r y on the 1955 l / 3 d v a l u e and a p a i r o f £1 revenue stamps. Then fo l lowed 
the Decimal s u r c h a r g e s , the s e t on a f i r s t day cover produced i n Bechuanaland, 
and p h i l a t e l i c FDC's produced i n South A f r i c a . A s e l e c t i o n o f v a r i e t i e s were 
shown. V a r i e t i e s , s h e e t s and d i f f e r e n t p r i n t i n g s were shown o f the Postage Due 
stamps, fo l lowed by H a r r i s o n p r e s e n t a t i o n s h e e t s of the 1961 B i r d D e f i n i t i v e s , 
An example o f the 5c v a l u e was shown w i t h the b l ack p r i n t i n g misplaced , and the 
d i s p l a y concluded w i t h the 1961 stamps o v e r p r i n t e d Repub l i c o f Botswana, Then 
fo l lowed a d i s c u s s i o n as to why s h e e t s o f the 1961 Dec imal Surcharged Postage 
Due s tamps a l w a y s have p e r f o r a t i o n s i n the r i g h t hand margins . T h i s proved 
i n c o n c l u s i v e . Does anyone know the answer? 
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Alan Drysdall s a i d he does not c o l l e c t Bechuanaland, but showed two sp l end id 
i t ems by c o u r t e s y o f John T a y l o r . The f i r s t was the r e g i s t e r e d cover from T a t i 
de sc r ibed on pages 545 to 548 o f Runner Post No.28. The second cover was from 
Palachwe w i t h 2 x 4d on M p r o v i s i o n a l s tamps, addressed to Ches te r , England. 
T h i s was w r i t t e n a t F o r t T u l i by an employee o f the Bechuanaland E x p l o r a t i o n 
Company who had t r a v e l l e d over the P ioneer rou te . 
Dennis Firth showed a cover w i t h a 6d o v e r p r i n t e d T r a n s v a a l P o s t a l F i s c a l stamp 
on i t addressed to E C B a x t e r , a t an address i n E a l i n g , London, and que r i ed 
whether t h i s was E r n e s t C B a x t e r who was d e s c r i b e d i n Holmes's book as A c t i n g 
P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l , a t V r y b u r g 1888, Appa ren t ly i t was. 
John Inglef ield-Watson showed f i v e new aerogrammes from Botswana, w i t h f i v e 
r a t e s fo r send ing to d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f the wor ld , a l s o the new d e f i n i t i v e s tamps 
on d i s p l a y s h e e t s . 
Mike George showed 1924 P a r l i a m e n t a r y Tour and 1925 R o y a l V i s i t cove r s , an 
u n i d e n t i f i e d postmark and two V i c t o r i a n v a r i e t i e s . 
Roy Setterfleld's c o n t r i b u t i o n inc luded the Botswana Night Sky stamp des igns 
p r i n t e d on a box o f matches<!), a Kimber ley Ri f l e s /COGH G e n e r a l S e r v i c e Medal 
w i t h 'Bechuanaland ' c l a s p , s e v e r a l aerogrammes, and Bechuanaland s tamps used w i t h 
u n u s u a l postmarks . 

M e m b e r s C o m m e n t s a n d Q u e r i e s 

The Remarkable Cover from T a t i - A lan D r y s d a l l 

The T a t i cover de sc r i bed i n the l a s t i s s u e o f Runner Post was shown at the 
meet ing h e l d d u r i n g Stampex. As a r e s u l t o f the d i s c u s s i o n s which fo l lowed, i t i s 
n e c e s s a r y to make two c o r r e c t i o n s to the o r i g i n a l a r t i c l e . 

The f i r s t i s t ha t a t the t ime t h i s cover was posted, r unne r s ope ra t i ng the 
sou the rn p o r t i o n o f the Gubulawayo - Maf ek ing rou te between Maf ek ing and 
Palachwe had been r e p l a c e d by post c a r t s , main ly to p rov ide a s e r v i c e capable o f 
hand l ing the volume o f m a i l which was being c a r r i e d to and from Mashonaland. The 
cover de sc r i bed was t h e r e f o r e only c a r r i e d by runne r s from T a t i to Palachwe, and 
not - a s impl i ed - from T a t i to Maf ek ing . 

The second c o r r e c t i o n a r i s e s from an o b s e r v a t i o n by Arno ld Berman, namely tha t 
the r e g i s t r a t i o n number i s i n f a c t ' 17 ' and not ' 7 ' . (The ' 1 ' i s almost complete ly 
obscured by the ' g ' o f 'Eng land ' i n the add res s . ) T h i s was t h e r e f o r e e i t h e r the 
seven teen th l e t t e r to be r e g i s t e r e d a t T a t i i n 1889, which would correspond to a 
volume o f 29 i t ems o f r e g i s t e r e d m a i l per year , or I t was only the seven teen th 
i tem to be r e g i s t e r e d s i n c e August 1888. A lan D r y s d a l l 

Use on (k>ver o f Unappropr ia ted Die I s s u e O v e r p r i n t e d 'P ro tec to ra te* - R i c h a r d 
Knight 

I n h i s a r t i c l e A Remarkable cover from Tati (Runner Post No.28, p545) A l a n 
D r y s d a l l remarked "Covers f ranked w i t h P r o t e c t o r a t e s tamps a r e r a r e . E x c l u d i n g 
those which o r i g i n a t e d i n Mashonaland they appear to be r e s t r i c t e d to the 
example i l l u s t r a t e d and a cover to Mrs Rudd..." I f e e l I must draw a t t e n t i o n to 
the two c o v e r s i l l u s t r a t e d below, n e i t h e r o f which I s from Mashonaland and both 
of which a r e f ranked w i t h P r o t e c t o r a t e s tamps ( the Chadwick cover i s t e c h n i c a l l y 
a p i e c e ) . There was a f u r t h e r cover from Bulawayo i n the Holmes s a l e (Harmers, 
29 October 1981) and another t h r e e l o t s (1378, 1379 and 1382) f ranked w i t h these 
stamps but used a t Shoshong. I mention t h i s w i t h some embarrassment and w i t h 
apo log ies to Alan , because he v e r y k i n d l y forwarded a d r a f t o f the a r t i c l e 
r e f e r r e d to above to me fo r comment and I c a r e l e s s l y f a i l e d to p i c k up the point . 
In f a c t , i t was on ly when r ead ing the a r t i c l e i n Runner Post and v e r i f y i n g 
another point by r e f e r e n c e to cove r s i n my p o s s e s s i o n tha t I r e a l i s e d what I had 
missed on the e a r l i e r r ead ing . 
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I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g , i n c i d e n t a l l y , to compare the h a n d w r i t i n g o f "Regis tered/No 7" 
on the Maund cover w i t h tha t of the manuscr ip t c a n c e l l a t i o n on the Thompson 
cover i l l u s t r a t e d below; to my u n t r a i n e d eye the h a n d w r i t i n g i s s i m i l a r - both 
cove r s were probably handled by Sara Edwards who opera ted the Post O f f i c e a t 
T a t i . 

I t may be o f mi ld i n t e r e s t to mention one o ther p iece o f i n fo rma t ion o f no 
p o s t a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . The Cap ta in o f H.M.S. Ark Royal a t the t ime o f the p u r s u i t 
and s i n k i n g o f the Bismarck i n 1941 was Cap ta in Loben Maund RN. Many of the 
e a r l y v i s i t o r s to Matabe le land h a b i t u a l l y r e f e r r e d to Lobengula a s "Loben" ( c f 
K i p l i n g "We've a l i t t l e account w i t h Loben.") and i t seems h i g h l y l i k e l y tha t 
Cap ta in Maund may have been the son o f E.A. Maund or p o s s i b l y a nephew; i t seems 
too much of a co inc idence tha t any Maund t o t a l l y unconnected w i t h Matabele land 
would have g i v e n h i s son the u n u s u a l forename o f "Loben" - but one wonders why 
the name was s e l e c t e d . T h i s i s one o f those t o t a l l y u s e l e s s b i t s o f in fo rmat ion 
which i s of importance i n a game o f Philatelic Trivial Pursuit and nowhere e l s e ! 

R icha rd Knight 
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M e m b e r s C o m m e n t s a n d Q u e r i e s 

The Bechuanaland 1961 QE2 2c Postal Card - Pe t e r van der Molen 

A f t e r p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h i s a r t i c l e i n RP28 <p549), f u r t h e r In fo rma t ion o f i n t e r e s t 
was found i n the Crown Agen t s ' A r c h i v e s , i n the ' R e g i s t e r o f Dies , P l a t e s , Formes 
e t c i n the Custody o f the C o l o n i a l Stamp Branch ' . The pages o f tha t R e g i s t e r a r e 
n e i t h e r numbered nor dated; the r e l e v a n t e x t r a c t r e f e r e n c e d by R e q u i s i t i o n Number 
and y e a r (2779 / 1961) i s shown i n reduced form below: 

REGISTER O F DIES, PLATES, FORMES, ETC.. IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COLONIAL STAMP BRANCH. 

K,.r Production i S o , i b « DESCRIPTION. D U T T ft DESIGN 
Yew 

Where Depotited 

•I i772_ 

The above shows t ha t these c a r d s were p r i n t e d w i t h a Working P l a t e numbered 
3456 i n m u l t i p l e s o f 8 c a r d s per shee t , and the p r i n t e r i s conf i rmed as H 8s S = 
H a r r i s o n & Sons, The re i s a l s o a v i r t u a l l y i d e n t i c a l r e c o r d i n a s e p a r a t e 
' R e g i s t e r o f Dies , P l a t e s , Formes e t c , i n the Custody o f the Stamp & Note C o n t r o l 
Branch ' , At p resen t I do not know why the re were two s e p a r a t e R e g i s t e r s r e c o r d 
ing i d e n t i c a l i n fo rma t ion . 

Pe rmi s s ion from the B r i t i s h L i b r a r y , P h i l a t e l i c C o l l e c t i o n s , London, to p u b l i s h 
i n fo rma t ion from the Crown Agen t s ' S e c u r i t y P r i n t i n g A r c h i v e he ld by them, i s 
hereby acknowledged w i t h thanks , 

P,W, van der Molen - P,0, Box 12508, Benoryn, South A f r i c a 

Bisect Covers - John I n g l e f i e l d - W a t s o n 

On page 467 o f R,P, No,25 some d e t a i l s were g i v e n about a Palapye b i s e c t f ront 
bea r ing the B,P, 4d (SG 6 4 ) b i s e c t e d v e r t i c a l l y i n s t e a d o f the u s u a l B,B, 4d (SG 
3 5 a ) t ha t was o f f e r e d as Lot 198 i n C h r i s t i e ' s Robson Lowe s a l e on 12/13 June 
1991 , 

T h i s i tem was subsequen t ly submi t t ed for e x p e r t i s a t i o n to the ' R o y a l ' , whose 
opinion was tha t i t i s a bogus b i s e c t on a faked cover f ron t , and to B,P,A, 
E x p e r t i s i n g L t d who cons ide red i t to be genuine. 

I t was then sen t to me fo r a t h i r d opinion. Viewed i n i s o l a t i o n i t had the 
appearance o f be ing genuine but doubts a r o s e i n my mind when I compared i t w i t h 
known genuine examples o f the normal b i s e c t (SG 35a ) , p r i m a r i l y w i t h my own 
cover but a l s o w i t h a u c t i o n ca ta logue i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f n ine o the r s , o f which mine 
and t h r ee o t h e r s have the same postmark date. S e v e r a l s m a l l d i f f e r e n c e s then 
became apparent i n the d e t a i l o f the postmark and i n the P o s t m a s t e r ' s i n i t i a l s 
e t c . Reasonable e x p l a n a t i o n s could probably be advanced fo r a l l or most o f these 
d i f f e r e n c e s , none o f which seemed to me to be i n d i v i d u a l l y c o n c l u s i v e . However, 
taken toge ther they r a i s e d s u f f i c i e n t doubts fo r me to f a l l back on the u s e f u l 
S c o t t i s h v e r d i c t o f 'Not Proven ' . 

T h i s b i s e c t subsequen t ly ga ined ca t a logue s t a t u s when i t was l i s t e d for the 
f i r s t t ime i n the 1992/1993 e d i t i o n of the S t a n l e y Gibbons P a r t 1 ( V o l 1) B r i t i s h 
Commonwealth Cata logue as SG 64a, The same f ront r e - appea red a s Lot 3246 i n 
C h r i s t i e ' s Robson Lowe s a l e on 4 June 1992 w i t h mention i n the d e s c r i p t i o n o f 
the B,P,A. C e r t i f i c a t e only , J , F , I - W . 
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THE KlhJBERLEY AND BECHUANALAND RAILWAY 
by John I n g l e f i e l d - W a t s o n 

COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 

No. 3. 

B R I T I S H B E C H U A N A L A N D . 

A cover from Kimber l ey dated 8 FE 90, bea r ing the cachet 'KIMBERLEY & BECHUANA
LAND RAILWAY' was i l l u s t r a t e d i n RP No, 16 <p277) toge the r w i t h an appea l f o r 
i n fo rma t ion about the Company. Having r e c e n t l y acqu i r ed a s e r i e s o f the annua l 
C o l o n i a l Repor t s fo r B r i t i s h Bechuanaland and the P r o t e c t o r a t e c o v e r i n g the y e a r s 
1889-1897 , l e s s 1895-1896 , I can perhaps throw a l i t t l e l i g h t on the ma t t e r by 
the f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t s from the Repor t s . 

1889- 90 (yea r to 30 Sep 90 ) . Complet ion o f the r a i l w a y from Kimber ley to V r y b u r g 
and the c o n t i n u a t i o n o f the l i n e ( "a l ready su rveyed" ) to Maf ek ing i s recorded. 
The S u r v e y o r - G e n e r a l ' s r epor t s t a t e s tha t the Kimber ley to V r y b u r g s e c t i o n " w i l l 
be opened fo r t r a f f i c on 1s t December" 1890, 

1890- 92 (18 months to 31 Mar 92 ) . Conveyance o f m a i l s : " the re i s now a d a i l y 
s e r v i c e between V r y b u r g and Kimber ley by t r a i n " . 

1894-95 (yea r to 31 Mar 95 ) . The C i v i l 
Commissioner, Mafeking, r epor ted : "the 
g rea t event o f the year , and the one to 
which most p r o g r e s s i s due, i s the e x 
t ens ion o f the r a i l w a y l i n e from V r y b u r g 
to Mafeking. The opening ceremony was 
performed by H i s Honour the A d m i n i s t r a 
tor , S i r S idney Sh lppard KCMG, I n the 
presence o f the Honourable J .H, L a i n g , 
the Commissioner o f Crown Lands and 
P u b l i c Works o f the Cape Colony, and 
numerous r e p r e s e n t a t i v e men from a l l 
p a r t s o f South A f r i c a . " Howard Cook's 
i n v i t a t i o n ca rd i l l u s t r a t e d i n RP No,23 
(p417) presumably r e l a t e s to t h i s event . 

1896-97 (yea r to 31 Mar 97 ) , The R e s i 
dent Commissioner r epor ted : "The l i n e 
has been opened fo r t r a f f i c as f a r a s 
Mochudi, i n the Southern P r o t e c t o r a t e , 
but the r a i l s have passed Pa lapye and 
the c o n t r a c t o r b r i n g s up such goods and 
passengers a s he i s ab le a long the 
Mochudi-Palapye s e c t i o n , " The r e p o r t o f 
the A c t i n g P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l , Cape 
Town, gave more d e t a i l : " I t was thought 
tha t the r a i l w a y i n course of c o n s t r u c 
t i o n between Mafeking & Bulawayo would 
have been s u f f i c i e n t l y advanced to a l l o w 
of m a i l s be ing conveyed over the s e c t i o n 
Mafeking to Pa lapye (262 m i l e s ) from the 
beginning o f March 1897, but i t was 
found p o s s i b l e on ly to convey the m a i l s 
by r a i l s beyond Mafeking to Mochudi (124 
m i l e s ) from the 1s t o f March, I t i s , how
ever , a n t i c i p a t e d t ha t the l i n e w i l l be 
through to Bulawayo i n November n e x t , " 
i ,e . November 1897, 

ANNUAL EEPORT FOR 1889-1890. 

( I l l continu.itioii of Colonhil Report No. 97, 01(1 Series.) 

i9«ScnttB <n Sail) tmum nt }DniIinmrnl In SnmmimB of Sin sanjfStB. 
Jimruiri] 1891. 

L O N D O N : 
r M N T E n F O B H K K MA.TESTY'S S T A T I O N E R Y O F E I O E , 

BY E Y R E AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
l-niNTEllS T O T H E Q U E E N ' S M O S T E X C E T . I . E X T M A J E S T T . 

Ami to 1),' ln1l•oll:l̂ (̂̂ l̂, rillif.r (lirî oU.v or IhroUKli mi.v il,M,k!«'Hor. from 
HYItK »»o SI'OTTIKWOOOIi. 10»ar II,,1M,1K0 H T R E E T . F r . E U T S T I I E E T . li.c;., IU„1 

;il>. ^ll]^,tlloN wntEirr, \VHHTMINMTHU. S.W.; or 
JOHN MKNZLKS & Co., 12, lUNO\>i:ii MTkKET, J'htl.MunioIl, iinil 

21, U B D R T STHEiir, G L A S G O W ; or 
HODGES, l I G G i a , & Co. lOl^GKilTos S T E E U T , DnHLll. 

[C.—6269-.2.] Vrice •.U. 
1891. 

F u r t h e r e x t r a c t s from these Repor t s , d e a l i n g more d i r e c t l y w i t h p o s t a l ma t t e r s , 
i n due course . 
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NEWS FROM BOTSWANA 

by David W a l l 

For many y e a r s Botswana ' s s t a m p - i s s u i n g p o l i c y has been c l o s e to p e r f e c t i o n : a 
new d e f i n i t i v e s e t e v e r y f i v e y e a r s , a l i m i t e d number o f commemorative s e t s each 
year , v a l u e s t ha t r e l a t e to p o s t a l r equ i rements , s u b j e c t s tha t a r e r e l e v a n t to 
the count ry . I n p a r t i c u l a r the r u n up to e v e r y i s s u e was p rope r ly managed to 
ensure tha t , even a l l o w i n g fo r unexpected h iccups , an i s s u e was p r o p e r l y r e l e a s e d 
on the a d v e r t i s e d day. However, between June and Augus t , t h e r e have been a few 
twinges ! 

Railways 
The R a i l w a y s s tamps, due fo r r e l e a s e on 2 9 t h June 1992, d i d not even a r r i v e a t 
P o s t a l HQ u n t i l the morning o f the 30 th . The stamps were then put on s a l e a t 
the P h i l a t e l i c Bureau and a t the p h i l a t e l i c counte r i n the Gaborone M a l l PO l a t e 
i n the a f te rnoon o f June 30 th , T h i s then was the f i r s t day o f i s s u e - a l b e i t a t 
a l i m i t e d number o f o u t l e t s . N e v e r t h e l e s s the Department o f P o s t a l S e r v i c e s have 
i n s i s t e d tha t a l l f i r s t day c o v e r s be c a n c e l l e d w i t h a "29 th June" f d l c a n c e l -
presumably because the l e a f l e t and the pos t e r d e c l a r e d t h i s to be the f i r s t day 
o f i s s u e . 

The stamp d e s i g n s a re , f o r the most pa r t , i m p r e s s i v e - though I remain unmoved 
by the i n t e r i o r of an a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d coach on the 40 t v a l u e . R a i l w a y p h i l a t e l i s t s 
w i l l be more e x c i t e d at the prospect o f nex t y e a r ' s i s s u e , planned to co inc ide 
w i t h the cen tena ry o f the i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f the Bechuanaland R a i l w a y Company, T h i s 
i s s u e w i l l r e f l e c t four l o c o m o t i v e s / t r a i n s from the e a r l i e s t to the l a t e s t . 

TSHUTSHUMAKGALA YA BOTSWANA 
BOTSWANA RAILWAYS D E L U X E TRAIN 

jbulawayo 

'ishesebe 

BOTSWANA 
B0TSWANAQS6> BOTSWAN^^^ 

B0TSWANA9S6> BOTSWANA 

,f'\9S6> 

BARCELONA 
-OLYMPICS 

1992 
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Olympic Games 
Botswana ' s involvement i n t h i s y e a r ' s Olympic Games has been min imal - a s a t 
p r e v i o u s Olympics . The e x c e p t i o n t h i s y e a r i s tha t Botswana decided, a t the v e r y 
l a s t moment, to i s s u e a s p e c i a l commemorative s e t and m i n i a t u r e shee t , s c h e d u l i n g 
the i s s u e fo r r e l e a s e on J u l y 25 th , the f i r s t day o f the Olympics , T h i s was l e s s 
than one month a f t e r the r a i l w a y s s e t and j u s t one week before the new d e f i n i t 
i v e s e t was due to be i s s u e d (on August 3 rd ) , Worse s t i l l , the v a l u e s s e l e c t e d 
fo r the s tamps a r e l O t , 6 0 t , P I and P2 - g i v i n g a t o t a l f ace v a l u e fo r mint s e t 
and m i n i a t u r e shee t of P7,40! F a r and away the most c o s t l y commemorative i s s u e 
fo r Botswana. 

F o l l o w i n g the l a t e a r r i v a l o f the r a i l w a y s stamps i t was no s u r p r i s e when the 
Olympics s tamps a l s o f a i l e d to appear on J u l y 25 th . Would the Department o f 
P o s t a l S e r v i c e s aga in c a n c e l FDC's w i t h a f i c t i t i o u s da te? F o r t u n a t e l y not. By 
J u l y 3 1 s t the s tamps had a r r i v e d , but w i t h the new d e f i n i t i v e s ready fo r i s s u e 
on August 3 r d , the d e c i s i o n was made to o f f i c i a l l y move the da te o f i s s u e fo r 
the Olympics s tamps to August 7 th , The s e t , toge ther w i t h the m i n i a t u r e sheet , 
was du ly r e l e a s e d on the 7 t h August , The FDC's a r e c a n c e l l e d August 7 t h and an 
amendment s l i p s t a t i n g August 7 t h a s Date o f I s s u e has been pas ted over the 
" J u l y 2 5 t h " r e f e r e n c e on the p u b l i c i t y l e a f l e t . 

Lesser Mammals of Botswana 
T h i s a t t r a c t i v e s e t o f 18 v a l u e s , w i t h a new top v a l u e o f P I G , was du ly i s s u e d 
on August 3 r d . T h i s fo l lowed the r e l e a s e o f pos t ca rd r ep roduc t ions o f the s tamps 
on June 1s t . A p r e s e n t a t i o n fo lde r was a l s o r e l e a s e d . T h i s opens out f l a t and 
i s in tended to f a c i l i t a t e d i s p l a y o f these stamps. The s e t i s a l s o a v a i l a b l e on 
two f i r s t day c o v e r s - and you can buy the s e t o f p o s t c a r d s each bea r ing the 
app rop r i a t e stamp and c a n c e l l e d on 3 r d August . 

Aerogrammes 
F i v e new aerogramme forms a r e now on s a l e . The P h i l a t e l i c Bureau s a y s they were 
f i r s t r e l e a s e d on 3 r d Augus t , but s i n c e t he re was no advance warn ing , t he re i s 
l i t t l e l o c a l ev idence to suppor t o r r e f u t e t h i s c l a im . Repor t s o f e a r l y usage 
would be welcome. The d e s i g n s r ep re sen t a s i g n i f i c a n t change - w i t h f a r g r e a t e r 
emphasis on a t t r a c t i n g t o u r i s t s to Botswana. The paper used fo r the forms i s 
s l i g h t l y t h i n n e r than p r e v i o u s forms. They a r e a l s o a s l i g h t l y da rke r b lue . An 
example o f one o f the forms i s shown to i l l u s t r a t e the des ign changes. Each 
form shows the same c i r c u l a r Department o f T o u r i s m logo i n the bottom l e f t 
corner . But each denomination has a d i f f e r e n t v iew on the impr in ted stamp - and 
a r e l a t e d v iew on the r e v e r s e , nex t to the s ende r ' s address . 

Value Stamp Rear View Valid for 

lot General view of Gaborone The Legislative Assembly Botswana 

20t Tsodilo Hills Baobabs at Sowa Pan RSA and all SADCC 
countries 

30t A backwater in N Okavango The Okavango near Shakawe Other Africa and Mid 
East 

40t Sand dunes in Twee 
Rivieren in the Kgalagadi 

Sand dunes near Rapplespan UK, Europe 

50t Gouma Lagoon in the 
Okavango Delta 

Palm trees on Makgadikgadi 
Pans near Gutsha 

Rest of World 
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Mew Postal Rates 
The long-expec ted p o s t a l r a t e s e v e n t u a l l y became e f f e c t i v e on 1st October - i n 
p r a c t i c e 2nd October s i n c e the two days p r i o r to the 2nd were p u b l i c h o l i d a y s , so 
the l a s t day o f v a l i d i t y fo r the o ld r a t e s was 2 9 t h September, The new l o c a l 
l e t t e r r a t e i s lO t and a l though t h i s r e p r e s e n t s an i n c r e a s e o f 25 percent over 
the o l d r a t e , an i n c r e a s e i n r a t e s has been long overdue. 

O r i g i n a l l y the r i s e had been expected to co inc ide w i t h the r e l e a s e of the new 
d e f i n i t i v e s i n August , One s t o r y i s t ha t the de lay was because the new r a t e s had 
to be g a z e t t e d f i r s t . Which sounds l o g i c a l , i f i t wasn ' t fo r the f ac t t ha t the 
new r a t e s had s t i l l not been gaze t t ed ! 

There a r e s e v e r a l i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s 
between the v a l i d i t y o f the a e r o 
grammes (as s t a t e d on them) and the 
aerogramme r a t e s a s s t a t e d i n the 
new p o s t a l t a r i f f . For example, the 
l e t t e r r a t e w i t h i n Botswana I s now 
s t a t e d to be 15t ye t the new lOt 
aerogramme c l e a r l y s t a t e s tha t i t i s 
v a l i d fo r use i n Botswana, S i m i l a r 
i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s e x i s t fo r the 30 t & 
50 t v a l u e s . These d i f f e r e n c e s a r e 
summarised i n the t a b l e a longs ide : 

New rates 
effective 
1st Oct 

Rates as 
stated 
on new 
aerogrammes 

Botswana 15t lot 

Angola, 
Mozambique, 
Zambia, Tanzania 

35t 20t 

Middle East 45t 30t 

Rest of World 45t 50t 

The new t a r i f f s t a t e s the aerogramme r a t e fo r the Rest o f the World to be 45 t , 
ye t the aerogramme fo r these r e g i o n s i s 50 t , Zambia, a SADCC count ry , i s 20 t 
accord ing to the aerogramme but 35 t accord ing to the t a r i f f - which doesn' t 
mention SADCC, thereby c l a s s i f y i n g Zambia a s an "other" A f r i c a n count ry . The new 
r a t e s have now been confirmed, d e s p i t e the f ac t the new aerogramme r a t e s a r e a t 
v a r i a n c e w i t h the a r e a s o f v a l i d i t y s t a t e d beneath the address pane l s o f four o f 
the f i v e new aerogrammes, 

The C h r i s t m a s i s s u e tha t was due fo r r e l e a s e l a t e - O c t o b e r was d e f e r r e d u n t i l 
November 23rd , The f i r s t day c o v e r s d idn ' t a r r i v e i n t ime. 
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B o t s w a n a P o s t a l S e r v i c e s 

New Postal Rates effective 1st October 1992 

Lesotho, Malawi, All 
Within Namibia, Swaziland, Other 

Surface Mail Botswana Zimbabwe, R S A Countries 
P t P t P t 

Letters up to 20g 10 15 35 
20g - 50g 15 20 70 
50g - lOOg 20 45 70 
lOOg - 250g 30 90 1 30 
250g - 500g 50 1 70 2- 30 
500g - 1kg 95 3 00 3 90 
1kg - 2kg 1 25 4 80 6 40 

Postcards 10 20 25 

Printed up to 20g 10 15 20 
Papers 20g - 50g 15 20 45 

50g - lOOg 20 35 45 
lOOg - 250g 25 55 65 
250g - 500g 45 95 1 00 
500g - 1kg 70 1 55 1 65 
1kg - 2kg 1 05 2 15 2 20 
2kg - 3kg 1 25 3 25 3 30 
3kg - 4kg 2 00 4 40 4 45 
4kg - 5kg 2 65 5 50 5 55 

Small up to lOOg 20 40 45 
Packets lOOg - 250g 25 55 65 

250g - 500g 45 95 1 00 
500g - 1kg 70 1 65 1 70 

A i r Mail Letters 
perlOg 

Post 
Cards 

Air 
Letters 

Printed Papers 
(2nd class mail) 

perlOg 
Botswana 15 12 15 12 

Lesotho, Malawi, 
Namibia,Swazi 
Zimbabwe, R S A 

25 20 20 15 

Other Africa 35 25 35 25 

Europe 40 35 40 35 

Rest of World 50 35 45 35 
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REGISTRATION LABELS TYPOLOGY - ADDENDUM NO. 2 

by John I n g l e f i e l d - W a t son 

The o r i g i n a l typology waS; pub l i shed i n 'Runner Pos t ' No, 15 and Addendum No, 1 
appeared i n 'Runner P o s t ' No. 18, Now, a lmost t h r ee y e a r s l a t e r , s e v e r a l new type 
e lements and combinat ions of p r e v i o u s type e lements have been recorded, r e s u l t i n g 
i n e igh t new o v e r a l l Types a s de sc r i bed below. The re a r e a l s o many a d d i t i o n s to 
the l i s t s of 'Recorded O f f i c e s of Use' , 

My thanks a r e due to those members who c o n t r i b u t e d to t h i s addendum, e s p e c i a l l y 
to P e t e r Thy and David W a l l . P l ea se con t inue to r epor t new i t ems to me. 

Typology - Additions. Sub-paragraph l e t t e r i n g as i n the o r i g i n a l a r t i c l e . 

a. The 'R' 
Type G - Medium t h i c k n e s s (2mm), s e r l f f e d , bulbous foot a t bottom r i g h t . 

S i m i l a r to Type D w i t h the hooked foot f i l l e d i n . 

Note: Examples o f Type D e x i s t w i t h the hooked foot p a r t l y f i l l e d 
i n . These c l e a r l y show the presence of a f o r e i g n body i n the hook. 
There i s no t r a c e o f any such blockage or o v e r - i n k i n g i n Type G 
and the o u t l i n e o f i t s bulbous foot i s a r e g u l a r shape. 

Type H - T h i c k e r (2,5mm) than Types D & G and a l s o t a l l e r (12ram), S e r l f f e d , 
bulbous, hooked foot w i t h h o r i z o n t a l top to the hook touching the 
i n t e r n a l frame l i n e , 

b. The Office Name 
Type 7 - 1,5mm s a n s - s e r i f l e t t e r s . 

Type 8 - 3,5mffl s a n s - s e r i f l e t t e r s , 

c. The 'No.' 
Type G - Sans s e r i f w i t h s top under 'o ' o f 'No,'. Narrow 'N' (under 2mm) 
o v e r a l l wid th . 

d. The Serial Number 
Type 1 ( r e v i s e d d e s c r i p t i o n ) - Up to four 4,5mm mos t ly s a n s - s e r i f d i g i t s 

C r known s e r l f f e d ) . 

Type 2 ( r e v i s e d d e s c r i p t i o n ) - Up to four 4.5mm mos t ly s a n s - s e r i f d i g i t s 
C I ' and ' 4 ' known s e r l f f e d ) . D i f f e r e n t 
typeface , t h inne r than Type 1, 

Type 6 ( r e v i s e d d e s c r i p t i o n ) - Up to s i x 3mm s e r l f f e d d i g i t s . 

Type 7 - Up to s i x 3mm s a n s - s e r i f d i g i t s . 

Recorded Label Types - Additions 

External Dimensions Recorded Recorded Overall 
Type No. of Blue Frame (mm) Offices of Use Settings Period of Use 

BOTSWANA 

RL A2C5 36 x 15,5 Maun ? 

RL A5D5 35 X 15 Molepolole 1978-
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1 ^ 
S H A S H E 

N?; " 0 5316 

RL G4E6 

M A H A L A P Y E 

N9 ' 4 8 7 4 5 

RL G5E6 

S E L E B I 
P H I K W E ^ 

t l f 3 5 5 1 9 9 

RL H8G7 

RL D4D4 
with clogged hook 
• f o r comparison 

with Type G 

LOBATSI 

No i 6 0 8 

RL AlAl 
shox";ing 

s e r l f f e d ' 1 ' 

Recorded Offices of Use - Additions to Lis t s In R.P. Nos. 15 & 18 

Recorded 
Type No. Offices of Use Settings 

BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE 

Recorded Overall 
Period of Use 

RL A l A l 

RL A2B2 

Kanye 
L o b a t s i 

F r a n c l s t o w n 
Mahalapye 

BOTSWANA 

RL A3C5 

RL A4C5 

RL A4D5 

RL A5D5 

RL B4C5 

Serowe 

Bobonong 
F r a n c i s -

town 
Kasane 
M a i t e -

ngwe 
Rakops 
Sedibeng 

Kanye 

Molepolole 

F r a n c i s -
town 

Gaborone 
V i l l a g e 

N/T, AN/T 

n / N 

AN/T 

A/V 

1965-73 

1968-87 

RL C4C5 Maun <14mm long) 1974-
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Type No. 

RL A7C5 

RL B5C5 

RL D2E6 

RL G4E6 

RL 05E6 

RL H8G7 

E x t e r n a l Dimensions 
of B l u e Frame (mm) 

36 X 17 

Recorded 
O f f i c e s o f Use 

Molepolole 
Serowe 

S e t t i n g s 
Recorded O v e r a l l 

Pe r iod o f Use 

1967-73 

Note: The above two O f f i c e s a r e grouped toge ther a l though Molepolole 
i s i n a w ide r type face than Serowe. 

35 X 15.5 

36 X 16 

36 X 16 

35.5 X 16 

37 X 17 

Mahalapye 

Broadhur s t 
E t s h a 
Gaborone 
G a n t s i 
Loba t se 
Mahalapye 
Mathu-

bantwa 
Moeng 
Palapye 
Raraotswa 

S t n 
S e l e b i 

Phikwe 
Shakawe 
T s e t s e b y e 

Shashe 

Mahalapye 

Maun 
S e l e b i 

Phikwe 

1976-

1 9 9 1 -

TH/B 

MO/S 

B / P , 2nd E / P 

1990-

1990-

1992 -
S/PH 

Label Types - Additional Illustrations 

R 
M A U N 

No 3019 

RL A2G5 

M O L E P O L O L E 

No 2276 

D 
M O L E P O L O L E 

K No 5 3 6 8 

R L A 5 D 5 

S E f e O W H 

No 927 

R 
M a h a l a p y e 

No 6 3 1 3 

R L B 5 G 5 

R GABORONE 

M J S 0 7 2 7 

RL 1705 RL A7G5 RL D2E6 
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Recorded Offices of Use - Additions to L i s t s in R.F. Nos. 15 & 18 (Continued) 

RL D4D4 

RL D4D5 

RL D4E6 

RL D4F5 

Bont leng 
Sikwane 

G a n t s i 
Moshupa 

C h a r l e s -
H i l l 

Gweta 
L e r a l a 
Maoka-

tuma 
Mogodi-

tShane 
Monarch 
Odi 
Orapa 
Ramotswa 

V i l l a g e 

Gaborone 
1 

Mochudi 

L/H 

' 0 ' s l i g h t l y 
l e f t o f ' T ' 
MO/T 

RA/V 

OR/1 

1979-87 

1982-88 

1985-91 

1983-90 

RL D5D4 

R l D5D5 

RL D5E6 

Mmadinare 

M a t s l l o j e 
Molepolole 
Ramokgwe-

bana 
Sherwood 

Ranch 

Botshabe lo 
Mabutsane 

MO/B 

E / R 

1987-88 

1 9 8 6 - 9 1 

RL E4E6 

RL E5E6 

RL F4E6 

RL F5E6 

Gumare 
Jwaneng 
L e r a l a 
L e t l h a -

kane 
Loba t se 
Mathu-

bantwa 
Mochudi 

Bobonong 

Orapa 
Palapye 
Shoshong 

Gaborone 
2 

Gaborone 
V i l l a g e 

2nd L / K 

MA/B 

OR/2 

A/V 
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THE BECHUANALAND QE2 AEROGRAMMES 

by Pe te r van der Molen 

1 - lilt reduction 
The e a r l i e s t aerogrammes prov ided fo r the P r o t e c t o r a t e c o n s i s t e d o f South 
A f r i c a n i s s u e s o v e r p r i n t e d w i t h the t e r r i t o r y ' s name. The f i r s t i s s u e ( w i t h a 
v e r t i c a l p a i r o f Bantam ' s t amps ' ) appeared i n 1944, fo l lowed by two b i l i n g u a l s e t s 
( w i t h the Groote Schuur stamp rep roduc t ion ) : i n 1944 on coa r se paper and I n 1945 
on smooth paper. No f u r t h e r i s s u e s were made u n t i l , i n 1958, the f i r s t d e f i n i t i v e 
i s s u e , w i t h the t e r r i t o r y ' s name I n s c r i b e d , was r e l e a s e d . 

2 - The 1958 Definitive Issue 
I s s u e d on the 1s t December, 1958, t h i s aerogramme fo l lowed Bechuanaland 's 
d e f i n i t i v e s t a t i o n e r y p r a c t i c e o f hav ing the t e x t p r i n t e d i n both E n g l i s h and 
Se t swana ' ( i n both Basu to l and and S w a z i l a n d on ly E n g l i s h t e x t was used) and 
f e a t u r e d a r ep roduc t ion o f the 6d adhes ive b e a r i n g the Queen's p o r t r a i t . I t was 
typographed w i t h the stamp and t e x t i n v i o l e t on wh i t e paper w i t h a pa l e b lue 
o v e r l a y and f e a t u r i n g a r e d and pa le b lue lozenge border. I n the Crown Agents ' 
R e q u i s i t i o n Books, the p r i n t i n g was recorded i n the 1957 Volume on page 123 a s 
per the ( reduced) e x t r a c t below: 

123 

KKQ*- I S U X I B T U T I O I . ' DESCBIPTIOH. DUTT. • 
DXBFilTCMXD. 

123 

The q u a n t i t y ordered and despatched was 96,000 but no a c t u a l date o f despatch i s 
g iven , and a q u a n t i t y o f 370 Specimens were provided main ly for d i s t r i b u t i o n to 
UPU members. The above e n t r y appears i n the r e q u i s i t i o n Book s e c t i o n r e c o r d i n g 
o rde r s p laced on Bradbury W i l k i n s o n h Co L t d , so i t would seem tha t Holmes was 
not c o r r e c t i n a t t r i b u t i n g the p r i n t i n g to Waterlow 85 Sons L t d , a s recorded i n 
h i s 'Bechuanalands ' on page 159. (As a ma t t e r o f I n t e r e s t , Bradbury Wi lk in son a l s o 
provided the f i r s t d e f i n i t i v e aerogrammes fo r Basu to land i n 1954 and S w a z i l a n d 
i n 1956), Only one p r i n t i n g appears to have been made, and the v i o l e t p r i n t i n g 
seems to range from b r i g h t to q u i t e dark shades. 

The 1958 d e f i n i t i v e i s s u e was p r i n t e d on paper manufactured by Wiggins Teape & 
Co L t d , which paper f e a t u r e d a watermark r ead ing ' IMPERIAL AIR MAIL' toge ther 
w i t h a 'Gateway ' t rademark, a s per the reduced i l l u s t r a t i o n shown below a t l e f t ; 
a c t u a l watermark s i z e i s approx 75mm wide by 55mm high . Below the 'Gateway' a 
l e t t e r denotes the y e a r o f paper manufacture , e.g. ' L ' = 1958. Normal watermark 
o r i e n t a t i o n o f the 1958 i s s u e i s ' s i d e w a y s ' when look ing a t the f ront ( p r i n t e d 
s i d e ) as per s k e t c h shown below a t r i g h t , I have not noted any ' I n v e r t e d ' (upside 
down) or 'Reve r sed ' ( m i r r o r imaged) watermark p o s i t i o n s . 
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Watermark y e a r l e t t e r codes ' I ' , ' K ' and ' L ' denot ing paper manufactured I n 1956, 
1957 and 1958 r e s p e c t i v e l y , have been r epo r t ed by Holmes i n h i s 'Bechuanalands ' ; 
the Higg lns & Gage P o s t a l S t a t i o n e r y ca ta logue omi t s the ' I ' y e a r l e t t e r i n i t s 
l i s t i n g , w h i l e K e s s l e r ' s Ca ta log of Aerogrammes made the same omiss ion i n V o l 1 
but r e c t i f i e d t h i s i n the 'updates ' i n V o l 3. Copies w i t h l e t t e r s ' K ' and ' L ' a r e 
q u i t e common, but watermark l e t t e r ' I ' I s s c a r c e and most d i f f i c u l t to i d e n t i f y 
s i n c e v a r y i n g d e n s i t y i n the paper can make an ' I ' look l i k e an ' L ' . The re have 
been some doubts whether the l e t t e r ' I ' r e a l l y does e x i s t , and on ly r e c e n t l y have 
I seen a reasonab le c l e a r example tha t conf i rms i t s e x i s t e n c e . 

The reduced copy shown below I s from the Bradbury Wi lk in son p r i n t e r ' s a r c h i v e s 
where i t had been s tuck , unfolded, by i t s l e f t v e r t i c a l edge i n a Record Book: 

3134 Tn3 uado Oi — Bj ofias n'e«|nq 00 ej 

" PAR A V I O N 

AIR LETTER^ 
A E R O G S A M M E y\ 

^ ^^^^^^^ 

0^ 

- Matnino wi bol i\ 

Ujni le atercseyi morDmcdi: 
Sanders name and add.v»: 

A 0 0 S E T S E N - M G W E S E P E S E S E L E M O L O r a \ - A L O X C 
L O . F A S E N ^ G W E S E F I T L H E L W A S E T S E X T S W E 
M O T E N ' G , L O K W A L O G A l . O N K J i I . O T S A M A Y A K A 

• S E F O F A M B . M O G O N ' G W T v . FA l -O fSI\\'A K A S E P O I - ' A X i ; . 
L O T L A A D U E D I S I W A T U E L O Y A K O K E T S O . 

AN- A I R L E T T E R S H O U L D N ' O T C O N T A I X A X V 
E N C L O S U R E ; I F I T D O E S I T W I L L B E S U R C H A R G E D 

^ _ O R S E X T S\' O R D I N A R Y M A I L . 

The above Sample copy i s p e r f o r a t e d 'SPECIMEN' (34mm long by 5mm h i g h ) and has 
i n manuscr ip t ' 0 /113826 1 1 / 6 / 5 7 ' which i s probably an I n t e r n a l BW re fe rence , 
s i n c e the Crown Agen t s ' o rde r number was 2 4 1 4 / 1 a s per the R e q u i s i t i o n Book 
en t ry ; the paper has 'Gateway' watermark but y e a r l e t t e r p o s i t i o n i s ' o f f the 
paper'. Al though the p r a c t i c e of o v e r p r i n t i n g or p e r f o r a t i n g cop ies 'Specimen' fo r 
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UPU d i s t r i b u t i o n was d i s c o n t i n u e d i n 1948, examples of 1954 Bradbury Wi lk inson 
p r i n t e d aerogrammes fo r Basu to l and a r e known, each w i t h both 'Specimen' o v e r p r i n t 
i n the address pane l and w i t h 'Specimen' p e r f o r a t i o n o f the 's tamp' and i t may be 
p o s s i b l e tha t a l l 370 Bechuanaland Specimen cop ies p rov ided a s per the R e q u i s i 
t i o n Book e n t r y were p e r f o r a t e d a s such a s per the sample above. On the above 
copy a number o f v e r t i c a l or h o r i z o n t a l penmarks a r e apparent i n the c e n t r e 
r i g h t and c e n t r e bottom border; the meaning or purpose o f those marks i s not 
known to me. 

Much thought appears to have gone i n t o the des ign o f t h i s i s s u e and the Crown 
Agents ' A r c h i v e c o n t a i n s the f o l l o w i n g E s s a y and Proof m a t e r i a l : 

A photocopy of the 'mock-up' proof, w i t h the p o s i t i o n o f the 's tamp' drawn i n 
o u t l i n e and the border lozenges on ly p a r t l y completed. T h i s e s s a y has i n manu
s c r i p t 'Bechuanaland 2 4 1 4 / 1 ' and I s marked 'Approved 1 6 / 9 / 5 7 ' 

There a r e f u r t h e r p r i n t e d P roo f s des igna ted a s f o l l o w s : 

Proof A - With g r e e n i s h - b l u e o v e r l a y - P e r f o r a t e d 'CANCELLED' - no watermark -
marked 'Not Approved 2 1 / 1 1 / 5 7 ' . 

Proof B - P e r f o r a t e d 'CANCELLED' - no watermark - marked 'Approved for Type 
Mat ter and Ground T i n t Colour 2 1 / 1 1 / 5 7 ' . 

Proof C - With f e i n t diamond square o v e r l a y p r i n t e d - P e r f o r a t e d 'CANCELLED' -
no watermark - marked 'Not Approved 2 1 / 1 1 / 5 7 ' . 

Proof F - P e r f o r a t e d 'SPECIMEN' - watermarked ' K ' - marked 'Approved 2 / 6 / 5 8 ' . 
Compared w i t h P roof ' B ' , the b lue and purp le c o l o u r s a r e s t ronge r . 

Proof G - Wi th ground t i n t more b l u e r than proof ' F ' - P e r f o r a t e d 'SPECIMEN' -
watermarked ' K ' - marked 'Not Approved 2 / 6 / 5 8 ' . 

F u r t h e r i n fo rma t ion on t h i s i s s u e can be found i n the Crown Agen t s ' R e g i s t e r s o f 
Dies e t c , a s f o l l o w s : 

a - The Copper Die fo r the 6d 's tamp' i s recorded as being depos i ted a t BW 
(Bradbury W i l k i n s o n ' s ) a s shown i n the reduced e x t r a c t below: 

REGISTER OF DIES. PLATES. FORMES. ETC.. IN THE CUSTODY O F THE COLONIAL STAMP BRANCH. l^J^^y 

for fraductkm 
of 

D E S C R I P T I O N , D U T Y ft D E S I G N Cort 
Y M T 

^ R E M A B K S for fraductkm 
of NnmW PmcM D E S C R I P T I O N , D U T Y ft D E S I G N Cort 

Y M T 
^ R E M A B K S 

/ ;. 1 ^ 

b - The l i t h o p l a t e s a r e a l s o recorded a s i s s u e d to Bradbury W i l k i n s o n ' s , a s 
shown i n the reduced e x t r a c t below: 

REGISTER OF DIES, PLATES, FORMES, ETC., IN THE CUSTODY OF THE STAMP St NOTE CONTROL BRANCH. 

Fgr ProductioQ 
oi Number Process DESCRimON. D U T Y &. DESIGN 

Siza 

S a 
Cost 

Reqn. 

Year 
Where Deposited New Plate Now. Date of Destruction 

/ 
/ 

1 1 / 
/ 

i 1 1 

1 

] 1 
1 

j 1 

i ,• c 
•1 

a 

1 6 
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Of i n t e r e s t i s t ha t the Working P l a t e s p r i n t 6 cop ies per p l a t e . The Negat ive 
Border T i n t B l u e mas te r does not appear to have been used s i n c e no b lue co lou r 
was p r i n t e d . The i n fo rma t ion i n the above R e g i s t e r s i s r a t h e r ' s p a r s e ' compared 
w i t h r e c o r d s o f e a r l i e r i s s u e s where o f t en the cos t o f the d i e s , e v e n t u a l d e s t 
r u c t i o n da t e s and o the r i n fo rma t ion o f i n t e r e s t i s recorded. 

3 - The 1961 Decimal Surcharge Issue 
When South A f r i c a d e c i m a l i s e d i t s c u r r e n c y i n 1961 , the P r o t e c t o r a t e being a u s e r 
of t ha t c u r r e n c y had to f o l l o w s u i t . Stamps and s t a t i o n e r y were su rcha rged w i t h 
dec imal cu r r ency v a l u e s by the S.A. Government P r i n t e r i n P r e t o r i a . A q u a n t i t y o f 
48,000 aerogrammes were su rcha rged w i t h ' 5 c ' and were on s a l e on D e c i m a l i s a t i o n 
Day, 14th F e b r u a r y 1961 . U n l i k e s i m i l a r su r cha rged aerogrammes I s s u e d i n B a s u t o 
land and S w a z i l a n d , no e r r o r s or v a r i e t i e s appear to have occu r r ed i n the P r o t e c 
t o r a t e ' s su r cha rged aerogrammes. W h i l s t su r cha rged aerogrammes w i t h watermark 
l e t t e r s ' K ' and ' L ' a r e r e l a t i v e l y common, those w i t h l e t t e r ' I ' a r e s c a r c e . The 
Higg lns & Gage P o s t a l S t a t i o n e r y ca ta logue a l s o l i s t s a ' T ' yea r code which 
cannot e x i s t s i n c e i t would s i g n i f y paper manufactured i n 1963. 

These s u r c h a r g e s l a s t e d fo r a w h i l e - i n the South A f r i c a n P h i l a t e l i s t o f 
December 1962 (p224) Dr F i c k r epo r t ed t ha t accord ing to the D i r e c t o r o f Pos t s , 
L o b a t s i , ' the P r o t e c t o r a t e s t i l l has on hand a s u p p l y o f o v e r p r i n t e d aerogrammes 
s u f f i c i e n t to l a s t about 14 months, and t ha t i t i s in tended to use these up 
before g e t t i n g new ones ' . 

4 - The 'S t amples s I s s u e s ' 

A Decimal d e f i n i t i v e i s s u e never appeared; i n s t e a d , a 
' s t a m p l e s s ' i s s u e was launched around 1963/64 (wi thout 
wa te rmark) fo l lowed by- a t l e a s t one f u r t h e r p r i n t i n g 
( w i t h wate rmark) p r i o r to Independence on 30 September, 
1966, which i s s u e s a r e f u l l y de sc r i bed and I l l u s t r a t e d i n 
S i r John I n g l e f l e l d - W a t s o n ' s a r t i c l e i n The Runner Post 
No,26 p502-504 . Those i s s u e s have rounded c o r n e r s to the 
' f o l d ove r ' f l a p s and could p o s s i b l y have been p r i n t e d by 
McCorquodale r a t h e r than Bradbury Wi lk inson , These i s s u e s a r e not recorded i n 
the Grown Agen t s ' R e q u i s i t i o n Books and no samples or mock-ups a r e present i n 
the GA a r c h i v e s ; a p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n cou ld be tha t the l a c k o f an Impr in ted 
v a l u e meant tha t the i t em d i d not me r i t ' s e c u r i t y p r i n t i n g ' s t a t u s and could have 
been admin i s t e r ed i n a d i f f e r e n t manner, o r the o rde r s were not handled by the 
Crown Agents , w i t h the p r i n t e r s u p p l y i n g d i r e c t l y to the t e r r i t o r y . These I s s u e s 
e i t h e r had no watermark at a l l , o r had the 'Gateway' watermark w i t h y e a r l e t t e r s 
' Y ' ( 1965) or ' Z ' ( 1 9 6 6 ) . Compared to the 1958 i s s u e , the normal o r i e n t a t i o n o f 
the watermark appears to be 'Reve r sed and I n v e r t e d ' , v iewed from the f ron t , a s 
per s k e t c h shown above. S i r John I n g l e f l e l d - W a t s o n has however a copy w i t h ' Z ' 
y e a r l e t t e r w i t h the watermarked r e v e r s e d on ly compared to the 1958 i s s u e , 

5 - P o s t s c r i p t 

A f t e r Independence i n 1966, ' s t a m p l e s s ' v e r s i o n s were i s s u e d s i m i l a r to the 
p r ev ious pre-Independence i s s u e s , but w i t h the Botswana c o a t - o f - a r m s a s i l l u s 
t r a t e d i n 'The Runner Post' No.26 page 506. Of note i s t ha t i n a d d i t i o n to 
'Gateway' y e a r l e t t e r ' Z ' ( 1966) , the y e a r l e t t e r 'A ' (1967) a l s o e x i s t s , where the 
l e t t e r 'A' i s not p l aced below the 'Gateway' t rademark but i s p laced below the 'M' 
i n 'AIR MAIL'; normal watermark o r i e n t a t i o n appears to be the same as fo r the 
Bechuanaland ' s t a m p l e s s ' I s s u e s . 

P e r m i s s i o n from The B r i t i s h L i b r a r y , P h i l a t e l i c C o l l e c t i o n s , to p u b l i s h in fo rma t ion 
from the Crown Agen t s ' P h i l a t e l i c and S e c u r i t y P r i n t i n g A r c h i v e h e l d by them, i s 
hereby acknowledged w i t h thanks , a s a r e S i r John I n g l e f i e l d - W a t s o n ' s comments on 
my d r a f t . P.W. van der Molen, P.O. Box 12508, Benoryn 1504, South A f r i c a 
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SELECTED POSTAL RATES OF BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE: 

AIRMAIL 1932-1966 

Compiled by P e t e r Thy ( A p r i l 1992) 

1. Introduction 
The f o l l o w i n g t a b l e s summarise the development i n the a i r m a i l r a t e s o f Bechuana
land P r o t e c t o r a t e a s r e f l e c t e d i n p u b l i c l e g a l documents. I t i s in tended to be 
used w i t h a p r e v i o u s summary o f the s u r f a c e m a i l r a t e s C I L Desp i t e a t tempts to 
the c o n t r a r y , t he re i s i n e v i t a b l y i n fo rma t ion m i s s i n g and s e v e r a l po in t s o f 
u n c e r t a i n t y due to l a c k o f da ta , a s w e l l a s m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s on the compi l e r ' s 
s i d e . Desp i te these shor tcomings , i t i s hoped tha t the present In fo rmat ion w i l l 
s e r v e a s an i n i t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n to a more comprehensive h i s t o r y o f the 
Bechuanaland p o s t a l r a t e s . 

One point to note i s t ha t the e a r l y a i r m a i l r a t e s were fo r d e s t i n a t i o n s w i t h i n 
South A f r i c a and South West A f r i c a ; fo r o v e r s e a d e s t i n a t i o n s the a p p l i c a b l e Union 
r a t e s were added. These Union r a t e s a r e not f u l l y Inc luded i n the p resen t 
compi la t ion . Fur thermore , a s a l s o noted f o r a s i m i l a r compi l a t i on fo r Botswana 
[23, the domest ic a i r m a i l r a t e s a r e a t t imes unc l ea r . The e a r l y h i s t o r y o f the 
A f r i c a n P o s t a l Union i s another no tab le weak poin t . 

2. I m p e r i a l A i r w a y s S e r v i c e , 1932-1937 
The f i r s t r e g u l a r I n t e r n a t i o n a l a i r m a i l s e r v i c e to sou the rn A f r i c a was I m p e r i a l 
A i r w a y s ' London-Athens -Ca i ro -Na i rob i - Johannesburg -Cape Town rou te , w i t h connec
t i o n i n Athens to the Middle E a s t and I n d i a , and from London to o the r p a r t s o f 
the w o r l d ( see F i g . l f o r more d e t a i l s ) . The f i r s t a i r m a i l l e f t Cape Town on 27 
Jan , 1932. 

A High Commiss ioner ' s Not ice No. 101 , da ted 13 J u l y , 1932, announces r a t e s " fo r 
the conveyance by a i r m a i l to d e s t i n a t i o n s w i t h i n the Union o f South A f r i c a and 
South West A f r i c a , . , " T h i s f o rmu la t i on appears to i n d i c a t e the e x i s t e n c e o f an 
a i r m a i l s e r v i c e from l o c a t i o n s w i t h i n the P r o t e c t o r a t e , However, an e x t r a c t 
from a l e t t e r from the P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l to the High Commiss ioner ' s O f f i c e , 
dated 15 Jan , 1935 [31 , i l l u s t r a t e t ha t t h i s was not so. The P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l 
w r i t e s : " i t i s d e s i r a b l e to point out t ha t a l e t t e r o r i g i n a t i n g a t an o f f i c e i n 
the P r o t e c t o r a t e w e i g h t i n g under h a l f ounce and prepa id li6d can now be d e s 
patched to Johannesburg by r a i l for onward t r a n s m i s s i o n by a i r to d e s t i n a t i o n s i n 
the Union and South West A f r i c a , whereas the postage on an o r d i n a r y l e t t e r o f 
s i m i l a r weight from the P r o t e c t o r a t e to the Union i s 2d" [43, T h e r e f o r e , the f ee s 
were fo r r a i l t r a n s p o r t to Johannesburg (Germls ton) and from the re by a i r to 
o ther d e s t i n a t i o n s i n South A f r i c a and South West A f r i c a , Neve r the l e s s , the 
p o s s i b i l i t y e x i s t s t h a t a t t empts were made d u r i n g the pe r iod to e s t a b l i s h a 
domest ic ' a l l - t h e - w a y ' a i r s e r v i c e [ 5 ] , 

The a i r m a i l r a t e s i n e f f e c t i n the P r o t e c t o r a t e were i d e n t i c a l to the domest ic 
r a t e s o f the Union o f South A f r i c a and changed w i t h these . The date o f p u b l i c a 
t i o n i n the P r o t e c t o r a t e t y p i c a l l y appears s e v e r a l months de layed r e l a t i v e to the 
a c t u a l changes w i t h i n the Union. The i l l u s t r a t e d Union Post O f f i c e C i r c u l a r shows 
the r a t e s i n e f f e c t from 27 Jan , 1932 ( F i g u r e 1); subsequent changes appear to 
have o c c u r r e d on 1 Nov, 1933 ( F i g u r e 2 ) , and 27 Nov, 1934. A d d i t i o n a l f ee s 
accord ing to the Union t a r i f f were added fo r f o r e i g n d e s t i n a t i o n s ou t s ide the 
South A f r i c a n p o s t a l a rea . As an example, i n 1932 a r e g u l a r a i r m a i l l e t t e r o f 
l e s s than h a l f an ounce (oz) to London would be f ranked w i t h 4 pence fo r the 
t r a n s p o r t to Johannesburg and 1 s h i l l i n g to London, a t o t a l o f l s 4 d . 
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I n i t i a l confus ion concern ing the a i r m a i l r a t e s i s e x p r e s s e d i n the f o l l o w i n g 
e x t r a c t from a l e t t e r from the P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l to the I m p e r i a l S e c r e t a r y 
dated 9 May, 1932 [ 3 ] and s t a t i n g "Pos tmaster a t L o b a t s i has Informed him tha t 
the p r a c t i c e s i n c e i n a u g u r a t i o n o f the I m p e r i a l A i r w a y s s e r v i c e (has been) to 
charge the o r d i n a r y postage fee i n a d d i t i o n to the combined a i r m a l l fee which 
has been p r e s c r i b e d for a p p l i c a t i o n s i n the Union." At t h a t t ime, the r e g u l a r 
l e t t e r r a t e to Johannesburg was 2d per ounce and the a i r m a i l r a t e accord ing to 
Union t a r i f f was 4d per h a l f ounce. T h e r e f o r e , a l e t t e r o f the lowes t weight 
c l a s s and addressed to London, U.K., I n 1932 could , a cco rd ing to the a c t u a l 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , be charged e i t h e r l s 2 d , l s 4 d or l s 6 d , T h i s e a r l y ambigui ty seems 
to have been s e t t l e d by the High Commiss ioner ' s Not ice No. 1 0 1 . 

3. British Empire 'All-Up* Air Mail Scheme, 1937-1939 [61 
The nex t event i n the a i r m a i l h i s t o r y o f Bechuanaland P r o t e c t o r a t e i s the B r i t i s h 
Empire A i r M a l l Scheme, ' A l l - U p , ' li^d per h a l f ounce r a t e s from 1937. The f i r s t 
outward a i r m a i l l e f t Cape Town du r ing J u l y 1937. A High Commiss ioner ' s Not ice 
w i t h e f f e c t from 18 Feb, 1938 i n t r o d u c e s these m a i l r a t e s i n the P r o t e c t o r a t e . 
The r ea son fo r t h i s de layed announcement i s not known, but may r e f l e c t the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r a c t i c e tha t the Union r a t e s were a u t o m a t i c a l l y app l i ed i n the 
P r o t e c t o r a t e , L e g a l l y an o f f i c i a l p romulgat ion , n e v e r t h e l e s s , was r e q u i r e d <cf., 
F i g u r e 2 ) . 

Subsequent ly , the scheme i s expanded to A u s t r a l i a and o the r A f r i c a n s t a t e s , a s 
r e f l e c t e d i n T a b l e 2; however, i t i s c u r i o u s tha t the f i r s t t ime Grea t B r i t a i n i s 
mentioned i s i n 1939, The r a t e s a r e fo r r a i l t r a n s p o r t to the Union and from 
the re by a i r . Note t ha t these r a t e s d id not a f f e c t the l o c a l a i r m a i l r a t e s 
w i t h i n the sou the rn A f r i c a n p o s t a l a r e a u n t i l 13 Jan , 1939, where t h i s changed to 
I d per h a l f ounce ( T a b l e s 1, 2 and 3 ) , The pe r iod saw some a t t empts to e s t a b l i s h 
an a l l - t h e - w a y a i r s e r v i c e t 7 ] . An example i s the 1938 South A f r i c a n A i r w a y s ' 
K a l a h a r i Deser t A i r M a l l , 

4. The war period 1939-1947 
Up to and d u r i n g the World War, the Empi re A i r M a l l Scheme b reaks down and i s 
r ep l aced by i n d i v i d u a l r a t e s . From October 1939, r a t e s fo r s e r v i c e to Canada and 
U,S,A. a r e announced v i a the North T r a n s - A t l a n t i c A i r S e r v i c e a s l s 3 d and 2s , 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . Subsequent ly i n November 1939, the r e s t o f the Empire A i r M a l l 
Scheme i s abo l i shed , the l e t t e r r a t e to Canada and U,S.A. i s r a i s e d to 4 s h i l l i n g s . 
However, these r a t e changes appear not to have a f f e c t e d the l o c a l sou the rn 
A f r i c a n r a t e s and the A f r i c a n P o s t a l Union a r e a u n t i l 1954, I n 1944, aerogrammes 
fo r c i v i l i a n usage w i t h i n the Empi re a r e a a r e in t roduced and the r a t e i s lowered 
to 6 pence fo r r e g u l a r l e t t e r s . These war t ime r a t e s appear to have been i n 
e f f e c t u n t i l 1947, 

The p resen t s u r v e y d i d not s o l v e the problem of and when the A f r i c a n P o s t a l 
Union (or Sou thern A f r i c a n P o s t a l Union; not to be confused w i t h South A f r i c a 
P o s t a l Union) was formed and became a pa r t o f the r a t e sys t em. I n 1920 and 1935, 
a group o f sou the rn A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s o c c u r s I n the r a t e sy s t em [ 8 ] , but i t i s 
f i r s t i n 1937 tha t ' A f r i c a n P o s t a l Union ' i s used a s a c o l l e c t i v e term fo r t h i s 
group. The p resen t compi l a t ion , n e v e r t h e l e s s , u ses A f r i c a n P o s t a l Union a s a 
geog raph ica l u n i t i n the t a b u l a t i o n s . I n 1939, when the Empire M a l l Scheme 
f i n a l l y was abo l i shed , the f o r m u l a t i o n s t a t e s " . . . A i r M a i l to Tanganyika , Uganda 
and Kenya, and c o u n t r i e s o u t s i d e the A f r i c a n P o s t a l Union which p a r t i c i p a t e i n 
the Empire A i r M a i l Scheme being pa id a t I s , 3 d . " The A f r i c a n P o s t a l Union a rea , 
t he r e fo re , were not a f f e c t e d by the i n c r e a s e i n p o s t a l r a t e s ; i f a i r s e r v i c e 
indeed was a v a i l a b l e . I n i t i a l l y , the r a t e s fo r the sou the rn A f r i c a n a r e a appear 
to have been a p p l i e d to A f r i c a n P o s t a l Union c o u n t r i e s . I n 1939, the r a t e s to the 
sou thern A f r i c a n a r e a a r e lowered; i t must be assumed tha t the A f r i c a n P o s t a l 
Union r a t e s remained cons tan t . 
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5. M i l i t a r y m a i l and i n t r o d u c t i o n o f aerogrammes 

A High Commiss ioner ' s Not ice o f 1941 i n t r o d u c e s " A i r M a i l L e t t e r Cards bea r ing 
Union Government postage t o the v a l u e o f t h r e e pence fo r t r a n s m i s s i o n to the 
members o f the F o r c e s i n E a s t and North A f r i c a . " These c a r d s were South A f r i c a n 
A c t i v e S e r v i c e L e t t e r Cards and A i r M a i l L e t t e r Cards w i t h 3d impr in t ed stamps; 
see P h i l i p C a t t e l l ' s a r t i c l e i n Runner Post No. 15 on the A f r i c a n A u x i l i a r y P ioneer 
Corps and r e l a t e d m a i l [91 . I n 1942, the aerogrammes a r e r e f e r r e d to a s 
' a i r g r a p h l e t t e r s ( . . . ) addressed to or sent by pe r sonne l o f H i s Ma jes ty ' s F o r c e s 
s e r v i n g abroad." A l s o i n 1942, c i v i l i a n a i r g r a p h l e t t e r s a r e l i s t e d to 8d each. 
I n 1943, the A u s t r a l i a n a r e a was i nc luded among the a i r g r a p h l e t t e r d e s t i n a t i o n s : 
' f o r c e s ' a i r g r a p h s a t 4d each, and ' c i v i l i a n ' a i r g r a p h s a t 9d each. Note tha t 
these aerogrammes/a i rgraphs were not o v e r p r i n t e d 'Bechuanaland ' . They were 
m i l i t a r y aerogrammes and r e q u i r e d a d d i t i o n a l postage fo r c i v i l i a n usage. 

The f i r s t P r o t e c t o r a t e aerogrammes were i s s u e d i n October 1944 a s o v e r p r i n t e d 
Union aerogrammes and w i t h the denomination 3d. These aerogrammes were fo r 
c i v i l i a n use and pa id the f ee s fo r m a i l to the B r i t i s h Empire . 

6. The p o s t - w a r p e r i o d 

The pe r iod a f t e r the war saw an expans ion o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l a i r m a i l s e r v i c e . 
A 1947 l i s t i n g , g i v e s about 250 i n d i v i d u a l c o u n t r i e s and r a t e s f o r l e t t e r s and 
pos t ca rds posted i n the P r o t e c t o r a t e . Because o f the v e r y complex r a t e sy s t em 
a f t e r the war, T a b l e s 4 and 5 only g i v e the r a t e s fo r s e l e c t e d a r e a s . Fo r more 
d e t a i l e d r a t e s , the o r i g i n a l High Commiss ioner ' s No t i ces must be consu l t ed . I t i s 
f u r t h e r assumed tha t l a c k o f i n fo rma t ion means i d e n t i c a l r a t e s . From 1953, the 
r a t e s y s t e m i s somehow s i m p l i f i e d . 

Table 1. Combined surface and airmail rates per 0.5 oz 
to destinations in the Union of South Africa and Sonth Mest 
Africa, 1932-1937 

13. Jul . 1932*'t 
Letter 4 d 

11, Oct, 1932* 
Letter 4 
Postcards 2 

39, Oct, 1933*'** 
Letter 3 
Postcards 1.5 

1. Jan. 1935ft* 
Letters 1.5 
Postcards 1 

* Legislation signed this day. Note that this date aay have 
l i t t l e meaning in reference to the day froi which the change 
caie into effect (see text and subseguent notes). 

t Coiiencement probably 27. Jan. 1932, the day of f irst 
service to London. 

I t Commencement probably 1. Nov. 1933, as the corresponding 
Onion rates changed that day. 

l i t The Union rates changed on 27. Nov. 1934. The Great Britain 
letter rate was reduced from lOd to 6d/0.5 oz and the 
postcard rate from 5d to 3d. Details of the rate changes are 
not available. 
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T a b l e 2. C o i b i n e d s u r f a c e and a i r j n a i l r a t e s to the B r i t i s h 
E i p i r e t ^ l ("All-Dp" r a t e s per 0.5 o z ) , 1937-1939 
D e s t i n a t i o n s : Egypt, P a l e s t i n e , I n d i a , Canada, and o t h e r s . 
18. Feb. 1938 
L e t t e r s 1.5 d 
P o s t c a r d s 1.5 
De s t i n a t i o n s : A u s t r a l i a , New Zealand, and o t h e r s . 
L e t t e r s 1.5 
Pos t c a r d s 1.5 
De s t i n a t i o n s : G r e a t B r i t a i n , I r e l a n d s , and some A f r i c a n s t a t e s * added. 
13- J a n . 1939 
L e t t e r s 1.5 
Pos t c a r d s 1.5 
f Egypt, Kenya, N. and S. Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Sudan, Tanganyika, 

Uganda, M a u r i t i u s , and Z a n z i b a r . 

T a b l e 3. A i r m a i l r a t e s d u r i n g 1939-1947 
S.-ern APU Empire R e s t R e s t DSA A s i a 

P e r 0.5 oz A f r i c a [ 8 ] * Mail [6] A f r i c a Europe 
13. J a n . 1939 
L e t t e r s I d 1.5d 1.5d 6d- l s 3 d IsQd IsOd l s 6 d 
P o s t c a r d s I d 1.5d 1.5d 3d-7.5d 6d 6d 9d 
10. Oct. 1939* 
L e t t e r s 
P o s t c a r d s 
9. Nov, 1939* 
L e t t e r s 
7. Aug. 1942* 
L e t t e r s 
P o s t c a r d s 
28. Oct. 1944* 
L e t t e r s 
Aerogrammes 
* L e g i s l a t i o n s i g n e d t h i s day. 
t See t e x t f o r e x p l a n a t i o n ; no c l e a r c o n f i r m a t i o n f o r t h i s r a t e . 
i t Rate to m a j o r i t y of the B r i t i s h Empire ( e x c l . Canada). The l e t t e r r a t e i n c l u d e 

U n i t e d K i n g d o i , N. I r e l a n d , E i r e , G i b r a l t a r , Malta, Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, 
S e y c h e l l e s , Anglo-Egyptian-Sudan, Egypt, N i g e r i a , Gold C o s t , A l l i e d Occupied 
Enemy T e r r i t o r y i n A f r i c a , Aden, P a l e s t i n e , I r a q , P e r s i a n G u l f P o r t s , I n d i a , 
Ceylon, Burma, A u s t r a l i a , New Zealand, F i j i I s l a n d s , and Western P a c i f i c 
T e r r i t o r i e s . The aerogramme r a t e i n c l u d e s U n i t e d Kingdom, N. I r e l a n d , E i r e , 
Canada, Newfoundland, A u s t r a l i a , New Zealand, F i j i , and Western P a c i f i c 
T e r r i t o r i e s . 

North T r a n s - A t l a n t i c A i r S e r v i c e 
Canada l s 3 d U.S.A. 2s 
Canada 7.5d U.S.A. I s 
Tanganyika, Uganda, Kenya, and Empire M a i l Scheme ( e x c l . APU) 
L e t t e r r a t e l s 3 d 

Canada and U.S.A. 4s 
Canada and U.S.A. 2s 

6d** 
3dt* 
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T a b l e 4. A i r m a i l r a t e s 1947-1953 
APD* R e s t U.K. I n d i a Europe A u s t r a - Japan U.S.A. 

Per 0.5 oz A f r i c a l i a Canada 

24. Apr. 1947* 
L e t t e r s 9d 9d 9d I s l s 3 d l s 3 d 
P o s t c a r d s 4.5d 4.5d 4.5d 6d 7.5d 7.5d 
18, NQV. 1947*.t* 
L e t t e r s l s 9 d 
P o s t c a r d s 10.5d 
Aerogrammes 9d 
25. Feb. 1948 
L e t t e r s 2s6d 
P o s t c a r d s l s 3 d 
Aerogrammes 6d 
13, Mar, 1948* 
L e t t e r s I s 
P o s t c a r d s 63 
11, Apr, 1948 
L e t t e r s l s 6 d 
P o s t c a r d s 9d 
Aerogrammes 9d 
1. Mar. 1950 D i r e c t V i a UK 
L e t t e r s l s 6 d 3s 2s3d l s 9 d 
P o s t c a r d s 9d I s I s 9d 
Aerogrammes 9d I s I s 9d 
24, J a n , 1952* 
L e t t e r s l s 6 d 
P o s t c a r d s 9d 
Aerogrammes 9d 
1. Sep. 1 9 5 2 i t 
L e t t e r s 2s6d 
* L e g i s l a t i o n s i g n e d t h i s day. 
t No changes i n the r a t e s f o r s o u t h e r n A f r i c a and the A f r i c a n P o s t a l Union appear to 

have o c c u r r e d throughout t he p e r i o d covered by t h i s t a b l e . 
I f A l t e r n a t i v e r o u t e d i r e c t v i a Pan. Am. Airwa y s ( p r o b a b l y v i a South A f r i c a ) . Normal 

ro u t e would be v i a London. 
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T a b l e 5. A i r m a i l r a t e s 1953-1966 
APD* Re s t U.K. I n d i a Europe A u s t r a  Japan U.S.A. 

Per 0.5 oz A f r i c a l i a Canada 
1. J u l . 1953 
L e t t e r s I s I s 3 d 2s3d l s 6 d 3s 2s9d 2s3d 
P o s t c a r d s 6d 8d l s 2 d 9d l s 6 d l s 5 d l s 2 d 
A e r o g r a m e s 6d 6d I s 6d I s I s I s 
30. Oct. 1953 
P r i n t e d Papers 5d 6d I s 7d l s 3 d l s 3 d I s 
1, J ? l , 1954** 
L e t t e r s 3d 
P o s t c a r d s 2d 
Aerogrammes 2d 
1. J a n . 1955 
L e t t e r s l s 9 d 2s6d 2s6d 
P o s t c a r d s l l d l s 3 d l s 3 d 
Aerogrammes 6d I s I s 
P r i n t e d Papers 9d I s I s 
1. Mav. 1959*** 
L e t t e r s 4d 
P o s t c a r d s 2.5d 
14. Feb. 196lS 
L e t t e r s 3.5c I f l c 12.5c 17.5c 15c 25c 25c 22.5c 
P o s t c a r d s 2.5 5 7 9 7.5 12.5 12.5 12 
Aerogrammes 5 5 5 5 10 10 10 
P r i n t e d Papers 4 5 7.5 5 10 10 10 
12, Dec, 1 9 6 3 i 
Aerogrammes 2.5 
1, Mar, 1966^^ 
L e t t e r s 15 
I The r a t e s to s o u t h e r n A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s and the A f r i c a n P o s t a l Union appear t o have 

remained unchanged u n t i l 1. J u l . 1954. From t h a t d a t e , t he s o u t h e r n A f r i c a n a r e a 
a r e grouped w i t h APD. 

I I L e t t e r r a t e i s 3d f o r f i r s t oz and 2d per a d d i t i o n a l oz. The p o s t c a r d r a t e i n c l u d e s 
l e t t e r c a r d s . 

i l l L e t t e r r a t e i s 4d f o r f i r s t oz and 2d per a d d i t i o n a l oz. 
@ L e t t e r r a t e f o r APU i s 3.5d f o r f i r s t oz and 1.5d per a d d i t i o n a l oz. For 1961, i t 

i s c l e a r l y s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e i s no domestic a i r m a i l s e r v i c e . 
@§ See the l i s t i n g f o r Botswana f o r d e t a i l s and c o n t i n u a t i o n . [2] 
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SUPPLEMENT TO 

Post Office Circular, 

13th January, 1932. No. 708. 

A I R M A I L S E R V I C E 
between 

ENGLAND AND SOUTH A F R I C A V I A E G Y P T , SUDAN, K E N Y A 
AND R H O D E S I A . 

1. A regular ^ •̂cokly air mail service between London and Cape
town will comnionco from London on Wednesday, 20th January, 19.'32, 
and from Capetown on Wednesday, 27th Januaiy, 1932, and continue 
to bo dcspatahcd on each Wednesday thereafter until further notice. 
'I'he scheduled time for each journey is eleven days, and mails will 
th<n-efore arrive at the terminal points on Sundays. 

2. Tlio inwani and outward time-tiibles will be as follows ; the 
fii-st mails reaching the Union on Saturday, the .'iOth .January, 1932. 

Inward: 
Arrive Pietersburg 1.25 p.m., Saturdays. 
Ix'ave Pietersburg 2.10 p.m., .Saturdays. 
Arrive Germiston 4.35 p.m., Saturdays. 
Leave Germiston 5.30 a.m., Sundays. 
Arrive Kimberley 8.50 a.m., Sundays. 
Leave Kimberley 9J20 a.m., Sundays. 
Arrive Victoria West noon, Sundays. 
I..OH.VO Victoria West 12..30 p.m., Sundays. 

• AcrivBCajietown 4.40 p.m., Sundays. 
Outward: 

Ixjavo Capetown 0.0 a.m., Wednesdays-
Aj"nvfr Victoria West 10.10 a.m., Wednesdays. 
Leave Victoria West 10.40 a.m., Wednesdays. 
Arrive Kimberley 1.20 p.m., Wednesdays. 
Leave Kimberley 1.50 p.m., Wednesday.^. 
Arrive Germistf)n 5.10 p.m., Wednesd.ays. 
Leave GiTmiston 5..30 a.m., Thursdays. 
Arrive Pietei-shurg 7.55 a.m., Thursdaj-s. 
Leave Pietersburg 8.40 a.m., Thursdays. 

3. A (Oimecting air service between Windhoek (South West Africa) 
iiid Kimheriey will commence from Windhoek on Tuesday the 2Cth .Ian., 
!!).32, aricL,\yiU:j)x«rftto ŵ^ with the followins frequency. 

I n w a r d : 
Leave Windhoek 2.30 p.m., Tuesdays. 

; Arrive Kimberley noon, Wednesdays. 
(Overnight at Keotmanshoop.) 

Outward: 
iX'-avO'-B.imborley 10.0 a.m. (approx.) Sund.ay,̂ . 
Arrive Windhoek Sundays evening. 

If necessary an overnight stop will be made at Mariental on the 
-.>utward service. On the South West Africa route stops will be made 
at Upingtfm, Koetmaushnop, and Mariental. 

4. Rates.—From the 27th January, 1932, the combined air fee 
^nd postage rate .advi.-scd in respect of air mail correspondence within 
the Union will apply also to the existing air mail ser\'ice between 
Capetown, Port Elizalieth, East London, Durban, Bloemfontein, and 
Germiston. 

I t should bo noted that the unit of weight for all articles excepting 
parcels is i ounce and that the rates for postage and air conveyance 
;i,re combined in one rate :— 

s. d.. 
Within the Union, per J ounce 0 4 
To and from South West Africa, per i ounce.... 0 4 
From the Union and South West Africa : 

To Soiitliin-n Rhodesia and Northern Rhodesia, 
per ^ ounce 0 o 

To Kenya, Uganda, and Tanganyika, jier i 
ounce 0 6 

To Sudan, per A ounce 0 .S 
To Egypt, per ,V ounce 0 10 
To ICuroiie (excluding Russia), per ^ ounce 1 0 
Tfi Russia, |ior {r ounce 1 3 

India and Countries en route. 
'I'd Palestine, Iraq, Persia, per } ounce I 0 
To India (by air to Karachi), per 1 ounce 1 0 
To India (by air to Delhi), per ^ ounce . . . 1 3 

East India. 
To Malay States ,and Si.am, per J ounce I li 

'L\ Dutch East Indies, per I ounce 1 9 

F i g u r e 1. Supplement to Union Post O f f i c e 
C i r c u l a r , 18th Jan , 1932, The A f r i k a a n s 
t e x t has been e d i t e d away fo r r easons o f 
space. Cour t e sy o f the Bostwana N a t i o n a l 
A r c h i v e s , 

Africa. 
8 . d. 

To Algeria, Morocco, Tunis, per i } ounce 1 3 
To French Guinea, Senegal, Gambia, Sierra 

Leone, per J ounce 1 9 

North America and Countries Served Thereliy. 

8 . d. 
To United States, Canada, Cuba, Bahamas, per 

i ounce 1 ' 3 
To Jamaica, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Porto 

Rico, per J ounce 1 0 
To Mexico, Guatemala, HonduxEs, Nicaragua, 

Salvador, per J ounce 1 9 
To Panama, Costa Rica, Leeward Isles, Wind

ward Isles, Barbadoes, Trinida.1, per i ounce 2 3 
To Venezuela, Ecuador, Guiana, per A ounce. . 2 9 
To Colombia, ])er I ounce 3 0 
To Peru, per J ounce 3 3 

South America via Dakar. 
s. d. 

To Brazil, per ^ ounce .• 4 6 
To Argentine, Bolivia, Chili, Paraguay, Uru

guay, per i ounce ' 5 0 
To Australia and New Zealanc (by steamer 

from the Union), per J ounce 0 
The foregouig include air transmission by all international and 

internal services which are available. 

5. Th(! fees may ))c prepaid by meatis of ordinary postage stam[ 
or by air mail stam])s or l)oth.. Expros.i delivery and registration o. 
air mail articles will bo subject to the usual charges for these additional 
services. Correspondence for countries external to the Union and 
South West Afri«i,, not fully prepaid at the rate prescribed must not 
be included in. the air mails but must bo sent by ordinary post. E x . 
ccjition is however made in the case of correspondence for countries 
beyond Cairo and London, as instanced in paragraph fi. 

Insulficiontly prejiaid correspondence within and to an<l from the 
Union and South West Africa must be surcharged with double the de
ficiency and included in the air mail. Correspondence, markc<l for 
transmission by air mail, within the Union or to and from South West 
.Xfrica, which is entirely nnjiaid must be surehai-ged witli double the 
doiiciency in regard to postage and sent forwarri liy ordinary post. 
In such o.a.ses the indication " i !y Air Mai!" must be raucellerl in 
m.anuscripfc by the taxing officer. 

'6.. . Articles intended for transmission either wholly or partly by 
air mail must bear an air mail label (P. 810) in the top left hand comer 
oi-:1)o: boldly endorsed " By Air Mail." I f transmi-tsion by air \.n some 
particular jioiht only is required, the words " by air to "' 
should be added below the lal)ol or written instruction. 

-AietterloiLPeru for instance may be labelled and specially endorsed. 
" By Air to I.«ndon." In such instances the amount prepaid may he 
at the rate prescribed to the country whence further transmi.=ision will 
bo accorded by ordinary postal facilities. 

7. Air mail correspondence posted at offices other than air mai 
stations should be circulated to the most convenient point for inclusion 
in the air mail. 

The air mail despatching offices ^vithin the Union are Pietersburg, 
Johannesburg, Kimbcrloj', Upington, Victoria West and Capetown. 

8. Parcels.—Parcels for transmission by air mail to England will 
bo accepted at offices in the Union and South West Africa at the rate 
of 7s. per lb. 

The rates for the transmission of parcels by air mail within the 
Dnion and South West Africa and to countries intermediate on the direct 
,air mail route to England will be announced later. 

9. The Union offices at and from which air mails will be received 
and despatched will receive special instructions .as to tlie procedure 
to be followed in dealing with such mails. 

10. A i r Mail Stamps.—It should be Hpeoially noted that from the 
date of thi.i eireiilar ,air mail s tamps may ho utili.se<l in t lie same wiiy 

' as ordinary postage stamps for any postal purpose. When the existing 
stock of air mail slumps is exhausted no further issue will Im made. 

-591- THE RUNNER POST Issue 29 December 1992 



7/4:2,336/33 Union of South I f r i o a . 

Post } f f i o f ' , 

PRETOR l A . 

20th October,1933. 

S i r , 

. I ha-ve the honour to inform you tha t arrangaments 
a re 'be ing made for the fo l lowing a l t e r a t i o n s in a i r mai l 
ra tes as from 1st November,1933:-

Le t t e r s Postcards 
per h oz. eaoh 

Le t t e r s Postcards 
per,, i . P S , ' ,9,?:ph 

i//ithin the Union 4d . 
To South-West Af r i ca 4d . 
To Rhodesia(Southern 

and Northern) 
To Kenya,Uganda and 

Tariganyiica 

5d. 

6d. 

To Sudan 8d . 
To Egypt lOd. 
To Great B r i t a i n , I s . O d . 

Northern Ireland 
and I r i s h Free 
State 

2d . 

2d. 

2id 

3d. 
4d . 
5d. 
5d. 

3d. 

4d. 

5d, 

7d. 
9d. 

lOd. 

2d. 

3id. 

In BO f a f as Great B r i t a i n i s oonoerned 
iden t ioa l charp-ea for oorreapondencs to the Union are being 
intDoduoed simultaneously. 

I f similqir r a tes are adopted in Basutoland, the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate and S m z i l a n d , amendment of High 
GommisBioher'8 Notice No. l!36 of 1932 w i l l apparently be 
necessary as f o l l o w s : -

"For the conveyance b>j a i r ma i l to des t ina t ions 
wi th in the Uhion of South A f r i c a and South-West 
Af r i ca of 

I 'ostal a r t i c l e s ( e x c l u s i v e 
of la roe lB and post cards) 

Faree ls 

i 'ost cards 

3d. per h a l f ounce, 

9d, per ha l f pound' 

l-Jd each." 

The Imperial Secre tary , 
Hign Commissioner's Off ia j 

PHETO'IA. 

I have e t c . , 

tv POSl^'^ASTlilR-GEKSRAL. 

F i g u r e 2. L e t t e r from P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l to I m p e r i a l S e c r e t a r y , 
P r e t o r i a , dated 20 Oct, 1933 (reduced i n s i z e ) , Cour t e sy of the 
Bostwana N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s . 
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l i s t s t oge the r the same group o f sou the rn A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s ; but s t i l l do 
not use the A f r i c a n P o s t a l Union a s a c o l l e c t i v e term. I n 1936 t h i s group 
i s expanded w i t h Angola, Congo, Nyasaland, Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika , 
The f i r s t a c t u a l r e f e r e n c e to A f r i c a n P o s t a l Union i s found i n a 1937 
no t i ce . I n 1942 F rench E q u a t o r i a l A f r i c a and Cameroon a r e inc luded . I n 
1947 Kenya, Uganda and Tangany ika a r e l i s t e d w i t h B r i t i s h Commonwealth 
( t h i s may a l s o be the ca se fo r 1943) . Nor thern Rhodesia i s dropped from 
the l i s t i n 1950, and Madagascar added i n 1953. I n the 1963 r e g u l a t i o n s 
the c o u n t r i e s o f the A f r i c a n P o s t a l Union a re ; Angola, Bechuanaland 
P r o t e c t o r a t e , Basu to land , Cameroon, Congo, Rhodesia and Nyasaland, F rench 
E q u a t o r i a l A f r i c a , Madagascar, Mozambique, Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika , 
Swaz i l and , South A f r i c a and South West A f r i c a . 

[9 ] C a t t e l l , The Runner Post No . l5 , p265-269 , 1989. 
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